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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1322

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 19-19-5 AND 19-19-6, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE CONSTABLES TO ATTEND AND PASS A TRAI NI NG
PROGRAM PROVI DED OR APPROVED BY THE M SSI SSI PPl LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFI CERS TRAI NI NG ACADEMY, TO PRESCRI BE THE COMPONENTS OF THE
TRAI NI NG PROGRAM AND TO PROVI DE CERTAI N EXEMPTI ONS FROM THE
PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPOCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 19-19-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

19-19-5. * * * |t shall be the duty of every constable to
keep and preserve the peace wthin his county, by faithfully
ai ding and assisting in executing the crimnal [aws of the state;
to give information, w thout delay, to sone justice court judge or
ot her proper officer, of all riots, routs and unlawful assenbli es,
and of every violation of the penal |aws which nmay conme to his
know edge i n any manner what soever; to execute and return al
process, civil and crimnal, lawfully directed to him according
to the command thereof; and to pay over all noneys, when collected
by himto the person lawfully authorized to receive the sane. No
constabl e shall receive any fee provided by I aw for making an
arrest, or attending any trial, wherein the defendant has been
arrested, or is being tried for any violation of the notor vehicle
laws conmtted on any designated United States highway | ocated
within the district or county of the constable.
* x %

SECTION 2. Section 19-19-6, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:

19-19-6. (1) Al constables shall attend and pass the
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M ssi ssi ppi Law Enforcenent Oficers Training Acadeny or any ot her

simlar |aw enforcenent training program approved by the Board of

Law Enforcenent Oficers Standards and Training for the training

of constables. The constable training programshall be two (2)

weeks in duration. No physical fitness test shall be required to

be successfully conmpleted in order to conplete the training

program No constable shall be entitled to the receipt of any

fees, costs or conpensation authorized by |law after the first

eighteen (18) nonths in office if he or she fails to attend and

pass the training program Any constable who does not conplete

the required training within eighteen (18) nonths shall not be

allowed to exercise any | aw enforcenent functions or carry a

firearm but may be allowed to execute civil process wthout

conpensation. The board of supervisors shall be responsible for

payi ng one (1) tine, the tuition, living and travel expense

i ncurred by any constable of that county in attendance at such

training program

(2) The Board of Law Enforcenent O ficers Standards and

Trai ning shall develop a programof training for constables to

attend at | east twelve (12) hours vearly. The programshall be

divided equally between firearns training and safety and

instruction in both substantive and procedural |law. The training

program shall be conducted by the M ssi ssi ppi Const abl es

Associ ati on, and appropriate parts of the program can be conducted

by nenbers who have been certified by the board to conduct the

training program The cost of travel and living expenses in

attendi ng such training shall be paid as provided under Section

45-6-13.

(3) The provisions of this section shall not apply to a

constabl e el ected before to the Novenber 1999 general el ection or

who has received a certificate fromthe Board of Law Enforcenent

O ficers Standards and Trai ni ng evidenci ng satisfaction of

subsections (2) and (3) of Section 45-6-11, or who is exenpt from

H B. No. 1322
00\ HR12\ R1786
PAGE 2



62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74

the requirenments of subsections (2) and (3) of Section 45-6-11 by

t he provisions of subsection (1) of Section 45-6-11

SECTION 3. The Attorney General of the State of M ssissipp
is hereby directed to submt this act, inmediately upon approval
by the Governor, or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to
a veto, to the Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the
United States District Court for the District of Colunbia in
accordance with the provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965,
as anmended and extended.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting
Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended, or on July 1, 2000,

whi chever is |ater.
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