M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: Eaton To: Ganme and Fish; Rules

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1316

1 AN ACT TO CREATE A JO NT COWM TTEE TO CONDUCT A STUDY ON THE
2 BAITING OF WH TE- TAI LED DEER, THE DECLI NE | N THE NUMBER OF SALES
3 OF DEER HUNTI NG LI CENSES, THE EXTENSI ON OF DEER SEASON AND BAG

4 LIMTS, AND TO REQUI RE THE COW TTEE TO ASSESS CONSTRUCTI ON AND

5 UPDATES CONCERNI NG FI SH HATCHERI ES; TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF
6 WLDLIFE, FISHERI ES AND PARKS TO COORDI NATE THE STUDY; TO PROVI DE
7 THAT A REPORT SUMMARI ZI NG THE RESULTS OF THE STUDY AND

8 RECOMVENDATI ONS SHALL BE FI LED W TH THE LEGQ SLATURE BY DECEMBER

9 31, 2000; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

10 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
11 SECTION 1. (1) There is created a white-tailed deer and

12 fish hatcheries study conmittee. The conmttee shall consist of
13 the followi ng nenbers: (a) the Chairman of the Senate Wl dlife,
14 Fisheries and Parks Cormittee; (b) the Chairman of the House Gane
15 and Fish Committee; (c) two (2) nenbers of the Conmm ssion on

16 WIdlife, Fisheries and Parks appointed by the chairman of the

17 commission; (d) a wildlife biologist to be reconmended by the

18 Executive Director of the M ssissippi Departnment of Wldlife,

19 Fisheries and Parks and appointed by the Lieutenant Governor; (e)
20 a wldlife biologist to be recomrended by the Executive Director
21 of the M ssissippi Departnment of Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks and
22 appointed by the Speaker of the House; (f) three (3) nenbers of
23 the Senate Wldlife, Fisheries and Parks Comm ttee appoi nted by
24 the Lieutenant Governor; and (g) three (3) nmenbers of the House
25 Gane and Fish Commttee appointed by the Speaker of the House.

26 The Chairman of the Senate Wl dlife, Fisheries and Parks

27 Conmittee and the Chairman of the House Ganme and Fish Conmittee
28 shall serve as cochair of the study commttee.

29 For attending neetings of the commttee, each |egislative
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menber shall be paid per diemin the anount authorized by Section
25-3-69 and a ni |l eage all owance and an expense all owance in the
anount aut horized by Section 5-1-47 fromthe contingent expense
fund of his respective house. However, no per diem mleage

al | onance or expense all owance shall be paid for attending
nmeetings of the conmttee while the Legislature is in session, and
no per diem mleage allowance or expense all owance shall be paid
wi t hout prior approval of the proper conmittee in the menber's
respecti ve house.

(2) In conducting its activities, the conmmttee may elicit
t he support of and participation by any comercial, industrial,
governmental , environnental, mnority and public interest
or gani zati ons and associ ations, or individual nenbers thereof, and
any federal, state and | ocal agencies and political subdivisions
as may be necessary or appropriate in the furtherance of the
st udy.

(3) The Department of WIldlife, Fisheries and Parks or the
departnment' s desi gnee shall coordinate the study of the advantages
and di sadvantages of baiting white-tailed deer; the decline in the
nunber of sales of deer hunting licenses and a plan of action
whi ch nmay be inplenmented by the Legislature to conbat the decline;
and the extension of deer season and bag limts, including doe
season. The study shall further assess construction and updates
concerning fish hatcheries.

(4) The commttee shall prepare a report of the study with
recommendations and file the report with the Legislature by
Decenber 31, 2000. Upon presentation of its report to the
Legislature, the commttee shall be dissol ved.

(5) Nothing in this act shall restrict the discussion and
consideration by the conmttee of any other wildlife |laws, rules,
and regulations in addition to the matters described in subsection
(3) of this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
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63 and after its passage.
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