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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1306

AN ACT TO MAKE TECHNI CAL REVI SI ONS TO CERTAI N ELECTI ON LAWS
TO BRI NG FORWARD SECTI ONS 23-15-129, 23-15-153, 23-15-159,
23-15-171, 23-15-173, 23-15-193, 23-15-211, 23-15-213, 23-15-215,
23-15-221, 23-15-223, 23-15-225, 23-15-227, 23-15-233, 23-15-235,
23-15-239, 23-15-247, 23-15-263, 23-15-265, 23-15-267, 23-15-295,
23-15-297, 23-15-299, 23-15-331, 23-15-333, 23-15-335, 23-15-359,
23-15-361, 23-15-551, 23-15-559, 23-15-581, 23-15-591, 23-15-593,
23-15-595, 23-15-597, 23-15-921, 23-15-923, 23-15-927, 23-15-955
AND 23-15-961, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, FOR PURPCSES OF
AVENDMVENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-129, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LHL]

23-15-129. The comm ssioners of election and the registrars
of the respective counties are hereby directed to make an
adm ni strative division of the pollbook for each county
i mredi ately foll ow ng any reapportionnment of the M ssissipp
Legi slature or any realignnment of supervisors districts, if
necessary. Such an adm nistrative division shall form
subpreci ncts whenever necessary w thin each voting precinct so
that all persons within a subprecinct shall vote on the sane
candi dates for each public office. Separate pollbooks for each
subprecinct shall be nmade. The polling place for all subprecincts
wi thin any given voting precinct shall be the sane as the polling
pl ace for the voting precinct. Additional managers may be
appoi nted for subprecincts in the discretion of the conm ssioners
of election or, in the case of primary elections, in the
di scretion of the proper executive commttee.

SECTION 2. Section 23-15-153, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

brought forward as follows:[LH2]
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23-15-153. (1) At the following tines the comm ssioners of
el ection shall neet at the office of the registrar and carefully
revise the registration books and the pol | books of the several
voting precincts, and shall erase fromthose books the nanes of
all persons erroneously on the books, or who have died, renpved or
beconme disqualified as electors fromany cause; and shall register
t he nanes of all persons who have duly applied to be registered
and have been illegally denied registration:

(a) On the Tuesday after the second Monday in January
1987 and every follow ng year;

(b) On the first Tuesday in the nonth inmediately
preceding the first primary el ection for congressnen in the years
when congressnen are el ected,;

(c) On the first Monday in the nonth i mmedi ately
preceding the first primary election for state, state district,
| egi sl ative, county and county district offices in the years in
whi ch those offices are el ected; and

(d) On the second Monday of Septenber preceding the
general election or regular special election day in years in which
a general election is not conducted.

Except for the names of those persons who are duly qualified
to vote in the election, no nane shall be permtted to remain on
the registration and pol | books. Except as otherw se provided by
Section 23-15-573, no person shall vote at any el ection whose nane
is not on the poll book.

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section,
and subject to the follow ng annual limtations, the comm ssioners
of election shall be entitled to receive a per diemin the anpount
of Seventy Dollars ($70.00), to be paid fromthe county general
fund, for every day or period of no |l ess than five (5) hours
accurnul ated over two (2) or nore days actually enployed in the
performance of their duties for the necessary time spent in the

revision of the registration books and pol | books as required in
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subsection (1) of this section:

(a) In counties having |l ess than ten thousand (10, 000)
qualified electors, not nore than thirty-five (35) days per year;

(b) In counties having ten thousand (10,000) qualified
el ectors but less than twenty thousand (20, 000) qualified
el ectors, not nore than fifty (50) days per year;

(c) In counties having twenty thousand (20, 000)
qualified electors but less than fifty thousand (50, 000) qualified
el ectors, not nore than sixty-five (65) days per year;

(d) In counties having fifty thousand (50, 000)
qualified electors but |ess than seventy-five thousand (75, 000)
gqualified electors, not nore than eighty (80) days per year;

(e) In counties having seventy-five thousand (75, 000)
qualified electors but |ess than one hundred t housand (100, 000)
qualified electors, not nore than ninety-five (95) days per year;

(f) In counties having one hundred thousand (100, 000)
qualified el ectors but | ess than one hundred twenty-five thousand
(125,000) qualified electors, not nore than one hundred ten (110)
days per year;

(g) In counties having one hundred twenty-five thousand
(125,000) qualified electors but |ess than one hundred fifty
t housand (150,000) qualified electors, not nore than one hundred
twenty-five (125) days per year;

(h) In counties having one hundred fifty thousand
(150, 000) qualified electors but |ess than one hundred
seventy-five thousand (175,000) qualified electors, not nore than
one hundred forty (140) days per year;

(i) In counties having one hundred seventy-five
t housand (175,000) qualified electors but |less than two hundred
t housand (200, 000) qualified electors, not nore than one hundred
fifty-five (155) days per year;

(j) In counties having two hundred thousand (200, 000)

qualified electors or nore, not nore than one hundred seventy
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(170) days per year.

(3) The conmm ssioners of election shall be entitled to
receive a per diemin the amount of Seventy Dollars ($70.00), to
be paid fromthe county general fund, not to exceed ten (10) days
for every day or period of no |ess than five (5) hours accumul at ed
over two (2) or nore days actually enployed in the performance of
their duties for the necessary time spent in the revision of the
regi stration books and pol | books prior to any special election.
For purposes of this subsection, the regul ar special election day
shall not be considered a special election. The annual
l[imtations set forth in subsection (2) of this section shall not
apply to this subsection.

(4) Subject to the following limtations, the conm ssioners
of election shall be entitled to receive a per diemin the anount
of Seventy Dollars ($70.00), to be paid fromthe county general
fund, for every day or period of no |l ess than five (5) hours
accurul ated over two (2) or nore days actually enployed in the
performance of their duties in the conduct of an el ection:

(a) In counties having |l ess than ten thousand (10, 000)
gqualified electors, not nore than fifteen (15) days per election;

(b) In counties having ten thousand (10,000) qualified
el ectors but less than twenty-five thousand (25,000) qualified
el ectors, not nore than twenty-five (25) days per el ection;

(c) In counties having twenty-five thousand (25, 000)
qualified electors but less than fifty thousand (50, 000) qualified
el ectors, not nore than thirty-five (35) days per el ection;

(d) In counties having fifty thousand (50, 000)
qualified electors but |ess than seventy-five thousand (75, 000)
qualified electors, not nore than forty-five (45) days per
el ecti on;

(e) In counties having seventy-five thousand (75, 000)
qualified electors but |ess than one hundred t housand (100, 000)

qualified electors, not nore than fifty-five (55) days per
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el ecti on;

(f) In counties having one hundred thousand (100, 000)
qualified el ectors but |ess than one hundred fifty thousand
(150, 000) qualified electors, not nore than sixty-five (65) days
per el ection;

(g) In counties having one hundred fifty thousand
(150, 000) qualified electors but |ess than two hundred t housand
(200, 000) qualified electors, not nore than seventy-five (75) days
per el ection; and

(h) In counties having two hundred thousand (200, 000)
qualified electors or nore, not nore than eighty-five (85) days
per el ection.

It is the intention of the Legislature that the conduct of an
el ection as required by |law and as conpensated in this subsection
is a separate and distinct function fromthe purging and revision
of the registration and pol | books as required by subsection (1) of
this section and the conpensation for those revisions provided by
subsection (2) of this section.

(5) The conmm ssioners of election shall be entitled to
receive only one (1) per diempaynent for those days when the
commi ssioners of election discharge nore than one (1) duty or
responsibility on the sanme day.

(6) The county conm ssioners of election nay provide copies
of the registration books revised pursuant to this section to the
muni ci pal registrar of each municipality |located within the
county.

SECTI ON 3. Section 23-15-159, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH3]

23-15-159. (1) When the comm ssioners of election neet for
t he purpose of revising the registration and pol |l books of the
several voting precincts, they may erase therefromthe nanmes of
all persons who have not voted in at |east one (1) election,

whether it be a general or special or primary el ection, whether on
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a county, state or federal level, in the last four (4) successive
years.

(2) In erasing or renoving the nanes of persons due to
failure to vote in at least one (1) election for four (4)
successive years, the notice procedure hereinafter provided shal
have been conpleted prior to such erasure or renoval

(a) Ninety (90) days before such erasure or renoval
t he comm ssioners of election shall exam ne the registration books
and pol | books of the several voting precincts and shall suspend
the registration of all electors who have not voted in at | east
one (1) general or special election or primary, whether on the
county, state or federal |evel, during the |last four (4)
successi ve years.

(b) Wthin sixty (60) days after such suspension, the
commi ssioners of election shall mail notice by first class mail to
each el ector whose registration is suspended, at his |ast-known
address, stating substantially as follows: "You are hereby
notified that, according to state |law, your registration as a
qualified elector will be canceled for having failed to vote
wi thin the past four (4) successive years, unless within thirty
(30) days of the date this notice is postmarked, you continue your
registration by applying in witing to the comm ssioners of
el ection.”™ The conm ssioners shall furnish each elector so
notified with the name and address of the conm ssioners of
el ections printed on the face thereof which may be used by the
el ector in notifying the conm ssioners of elections of the
el ector's desire to continue the elector's registration. The
conmmi ssioners shall affix sufficient postage to such return card
so as to insure proper delivery to the comm ssioners.

(c) The conmm ssioners shall cancel the registration of
all electors thus notified who have not applied for continuance
within the prescribed tine period, and the names of all such

el ectors shall be renmoved fromthe list of qualified electors on
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the date designated for erasure. Provided, however, the nanmes of
el ectors who have been renoved fromthe list of qualified electors
shall be conpiled and be nade a part of a list entitled "Nanmes of

t hose purged fromthe registration books," said |list to be
attached to the registration books. A copy of said |list shall be
furni shed to the appropriate municipal election conm ssioners

wi thin the county, and the persons whose nanmes are contai ned

t hereon shall be renobved fromthe registration books.

(d) Any elector whose registration has been thus
cancel ed may, at any election, cast a vote by affidavit ballot in
t he same manner as set forth in Section 23-15-573. Such affidavit
bal | ot shall be counted at the election in which it is cast, if
not ot herw se disqualified, and the nane of such person shall be
reentered on the registration books if such person is not
otherwi se disqualified. As an alternative to casting such a
bal |l ot, any el ector whose registration has been cancel ed pursuant
to this subsection nay reregister in the nmanner provided for
original registration.

(3) Notwi thstanding the provisions of this section, no
person who has been registered by any federal registrar shall be
removed except in conformty with any federal |aw, rules or
regul ations providing for the renoval of names fromthe
regi stration books.

(4) No years in which a person has not voted prior to
January 1, 1984, shall be used in calculating the four-year period
provided for in this section.

SECTION 4. Section 23-15-171, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH4]

23-15-171. (1) Municipal primary elections shall be held on
the first Tuesday in May preceding the general municipal election
and, in the event a second primary shall be necessary, such second
primary shall be held on the third Tuesday in May precedi ng such

general nmunicipal election. At such primary election the
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muni ci pal executive commttee shall performthe sane duties as are
specified by |law and perfornmed by nenbers of the county executive
commttee with regard to state and county prinmary el ections. Each
muni ci pal executive conmttee shall have as many nenbers as there
are elective officers of the municipality, and such nenbers of the
muni ci pal executive conmttee of each political party shall be
elected in the primary elections held for the nom nation of

candi dates for nunicipal offices. The provisions of this section
shall govern all rmunicipal primary el ections as far as applicable,
but the officers to prepare the ballots and the managers and ot her
officials of the primary election shall be appointed by the
muni ci pal executive conmttee of the party holding such primary,
and the returns of such election shall be made to such rmuni ci pa
executive conmttee. Vacancies in the executive conmttee shall be
filled by it.

(2) Provided, however, that in nmunicipalities operating
under a special or private charter which fixes a tine for hol ding
el ections, other than the tinme fixed by Chapter 491, Laws of 1950,
the first primary el ection shall be held exactly four (4) weeks
before the time for holding the general election, as fixed by the
charter, and the second primary el ection, where necessary, shal
be held two (2) weeks after the first primary election, unless the
charter of any such municipality provides otherwi se, in which
event the provisions of the special or private charter shal
prevail as to the tinme of holding such primary el ections.

(3) Al primary elections in nmunicipalities shall be held
and conducted in the sane manner as is provided by |law for state
and county prinmary el ections.

SECTION 5. Section 23-15-173, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LHS]

23-15-173. (1) A general nunicipal election shall be held
in each city, town or village on the first Tuesday after the first

Monday of June 1985, and every four (4) years thereafter, for the
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el ection of all nunicipal officers elected by the people.

(2) Al nunicipal general elections shall be held and
conducted in the same manner as is provided by |aw for state and
county general elections.

SECTION 6. Section 23-15-193, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:[LHE]

23-15-193. At the election in 1995, and every four (4) years
thereafter, there shall be elected a Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor of Public Accounts, State
Treasurer, Attorney Ceneral, three (3) public service
conmmi ssioners, three (3) M ssissippi Transportation Comm ssioners,
Comm ssi oner of Insurance, Conm ssioner of Agriculture and
Commerce, Senators and nenbers of the House of Representatives in
the Legislature, district attorneys for the several districts,
clerks of the circuit and chancery courts of the several counties,
as well as sheriffs, coroners, assessors, surveyors and nenbers of
t he boards of supervisors, justice court judges and const abl es,
and all other officers to be elected by the people at the general
state election. Al such officers shall hold their offices for a
termof four (4) years, and until their successors are elected and
qualified. The state officers shall be elected in the manner
prescribed in Section 140 of the Constitution.

SECTION 7. Section 23-15-211, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH7]

23-15-211. (1) There shall be a State Board of Election
Comm ssioners to consist of the Governor, the Secretary of State
and the Attorney Ceneral, any two (2) of whom may performthe
duties required of the board; a board of election comm ssioners in
each county to consist of five (5) persons who are electors in the
county in which they are to act; and a registrar in each county
who shall be the clerk of the circuit court, unless he shall be
shown to be an inproper person to register the nanes of the

el ectors therein.
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(2) The board of supervisors of each county shall pay
menbers of the county el ection conm ssioners for attending
training events a per diemin the anmount provided in Section
23-15-153; however, such per diemshall not be paid to an el ection
conmmi ssioner for nore than six (6) days of training per year and
shall only be paid to election comm ssioners who actually attend
and conplete a training event and obtain a training certificate.

(3) Included in this six (6) days shall be an el ections
sem nar, conducted and sponsored by the Secretary of State.

El ection conm ssioners and chai rpersons of each political party
executive conmttee or their designee shall be required to attend.

(4) Each participant shall receive a certificate fromthe
Secretary of State indicating that the naned partici pant has
received the elections training semnar instruction and that each
participant is fully qualified to conduct an el ection.

SECTI ON 8. Section 23-15-213, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:[LH8]

23-15-213. At the general election in 1984 and every four
(4) years thereafter there shall be elected five (5) comm ssioners
of election for each county whose terns of office shall conmence
on the first Monday of January followi ng their election and who
shall serve for a termof four (4) years. Each of the
conmmi ssioners, before acting, shall take and subscribe the oath of
of fice prescribed by the Constitution and file the same in the
office of the clerk of the chancery court, there to remain. Wile
engaged in their duties, the comm ssioners shall be conservators
of the peace in the county, with all the duties and powers of
such.

The qualified electors of each supervisors district shal
el ect, at the general election in 1984 and every four (4) years
thereafter, in their district one (1) conm ssioner of election.

No nore than one (1) comm ssioner shall be a resident of and

reside in each supervisors district of the county; it being the
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pur pose of this section that the county board of election

commi ssioners shall consist of one (1) person from each
supervisors district of the county and that each such conm ssioner
be el ected fromthe supervisors district in which he resides.

Candi dates for county el ection conm ssioner shall qualify by
filing wwth the clerk of the board of supervisors of their
respective counties a petition personally signed by not |less than
fifty (50) qualified electors of the supervisors district in which
they reside, requesting that they be a candidate, not |ess than
sixty (60) days before the election and unless such petition is
filed within said tinme, their nanes shall not be placed upon the
ballot. Al candidates shall declare in witing their party
affiliation, if any, to the board of supervisors, and such party
affiliation shall be shown on the official ballot.

The petition shall have attached thereto a certificate of the
regi strar showi ng the nunber of qualified electors on each
petition, which shall be furnished by the registrar on request.
The board shall determine the sufficiency of the petition, and if
t he sane shall contain the required nunber of signatures and be
filed within the tine required, the president of the board shal
verify that such candidate is a resident of the supervisors
district in which he seeks election and that such candidate is
otherwi se qualified as provided by |law, and shall certify the sane
to the chairman or secretary of the county election conm ssion and
t he nanes of the candi dates shall be placed upon the ballot for
the ensuing election. No county el ection comm ssioner shall serve
or be considered as elected unless and until he has received a
majority of the votes cast for the position or post for which he
is a candidate. |If such majority vote is not received in the
first election, then the two (2) candi dates receiving the nost
votes for each position or post shall be placed upon the ball ot
for a second election to be held two (2) weeks later in accordance

wi th appropriate procedures followed in other elections involving

H B. No. 1306
00\ HRO3\ R1713
PAGE 11



361
362
363
364
365
366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373
374
375
376
377
378
379
380
381
382
383
384
385
386
387
388
389
390
391
392
393

runof f candi dat es.

Upon taking office, the county board of election
conmmi ssioners shall organize by electing a chairman and a
secretary.

It shall be the duty of the chairman to have the official
ball ot printed and distributed at each general or special
el ecti on.

SECTION 9. Section 23-15-215, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LHI]

23-15-215. If there shall not be comm ssioners of election
in any county, or if they fail to act, the duties prescribed for
them shall be perfornmed by the board of supervisors. In such
case, the president of the board is charged with the duty of
having the official ballot printed and distributed; and the
managers of election shall nake returns to the board, which shal
canvass the returns, give certificates of election, and nake
report to the Secretary of State, in |like manner as the
commi ssioners of election are required to do.

SECTI ON 10. Section 23-15-221, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LHL0]

23-15-221. The governing authorities of municipalities
havi ng a popul ation of |less than twenty thousand (20, 000)

i nhabi tants according to the | ast federal decennial census shal
appoint three (3) election comm ssioners; the governing
authorities of mnunicipalities having a popul ati on of twenty

t housand (20, 000) inhabitants or nore and | ess than one hundred

t housand (100, 000) inhabitants according to the |ast federal
decenni al census shall appoint five (5) election conm ssioners;
and the governing authorities of municipalities having a

popul ati on of one hundred thousand (100,000) or nore according to
the | ast federal decennial census shall appoint seven (7) election
commi ssioners, one (1) of whom in each municipality, shall be

designated to have printed and distributed the "official ballots,"”
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and all of whomshall performall the duties in respect to the
muni ci pal el ection prescribed by law to be perforned by the county
el ection conmm ssioners where not otherw se provided. The said
el ection comm ssioners shall, in case there be but one (1)
el ection precinct in the nunicipality, act as el ection managers
t hensel ves.

SECTION 11. Section 23-15-223, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as foll ows:

23-15-223. The State Board of Election Conm ssioners, on or
before the fifteenth day of February succeedi ng each general
el ection, shall appoint in the several counties registrars of
el ections, who shall hold office for four (4) years and until
their successors shall be duly qualified. The registrar is
enpowered to appoint deputy registrars, with the consent of the
board of el ection conm ssioners, who may di scharge the duties of
the registrar.

The clerk of every nunicipality shall be appointed as such a
deputy registrar.

The county registrar nmay not be held liable for any
mal f easance or nonfeasance in office by any deputy registrar who
is a deputy registrar by virtue of his office.

SECTI ON 12. Section 23-15-225, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LHL1]

23-15-225. (1) The registrar shall be entitled to such
conpensati on, payable nonthly out of the county treasury, which
t he board of supervisors of the county shall allow on an annua
basis in the foll ow ng anounts:

(a) For counties with a total population of nore than
two hundred t housand (200, 000), an anpunt not to exceed
Twent y- ni ne Thousand N ne Hundred Dol | ars ($29, 900. 00), but not
| ess than N ne Thousand Two Hundred Dol |l ars ($9, 200. 00).

(b) For counties with a total population of nore than

one hundred thousand (100, 000) and not nore than two hundred
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t housand (200, 000), an amount not to exceed Twenty-five Thousand
Three Hundred Dol | ars ($25, 300.00), but not |ess than N ne
Thousand Two Hundred Dol Il ars ($9, 200. 00).

(c) For counties with a total population of nore than
fifty thousand (50,000) and not nore than one hundred thousand
(100, 000), an ampunt not to exceed Twenty-three Thousand Dol |l ars
($23, 000. 00), but not |ess than Nine Thousand Two Hundred Dol |l ars
($9, 200. 00) .

(d) For counties with a total population of nore than
thirty-five thousand (35,000) and not nore than fifty thousand
(50, 000), an anobunt not to exceed Twenty Thousand Seven Hundred
Dol | ars ($20, 700.00), but not |ess than N ne Thousand Two Hundred
Dol  ars ($9, 200. 00).

(e) For counties with a total population of nore than
twenty-five thousand (25,000) and not nore than thirty-five
t housand (35,000), an anpbunt not to exceed Ei ghteen Thousand Four
Hundred Dol | ars ($18, 400. 00), but not |ess than Ni ne Thousand Two
Hundred Dol | ars ($9, 200. 00) .

(f) For counties with a total population of nore than
fifteen thousand (15,000) and not nore than twenty-five thousand
(25,000), an anpbunt not to exceed Sixteen Thousand One Hundred
Dol | ars ($16, 100.00), but not |ess than N ne Thousand Two Hundred
Dol [ ars ($9, 200. 00).

(g) For counties with a total population of nore than
ten thousand (10, 000) and not nore than fifteen thousand (15, 000),
an anmount not to exceed Thirteen Thousand Ei ght Hundred Dol | ars
($13, 800.00), but not less than Ei ght Thousand Fifty Dollars
($8, 050. 00) .

(h) For counties with a total population of nore than
si x thousand (6,000) and not nore than ten thousand (10, 000), an
amount not to exceed El even Thousand Five Hundred Dol | ars
(%11, 500. 00), but not less than Ei ght Thousand Fifty Doll ars
($8, 050. 00) .
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(i) For counties with a total population of not nore
t han si x thousand (6,000), an anmount not to exceed N ne Thousand
Two Hundred Dol l ars ($9, 200.00) but not |ess than Six Thousand
Three Hundred Twenty-five Dollars ($6,325.00).

(j) For counties having two (2) judicial districts, the
board of supervisors of the county may allow, in addition to the
suns prescribed herein, in its discretion, an anbunt not to exceed
El even Thousand Five Hundred Dol lars ($11, 500. 00).

(2) In the event of a reregistration within such county, or
a redistricting which necessitates the hiring of additional deputy
regi strars, the board of supervisors may by contract conpensate
the county registrar amounts in addition to the suns prescri bed
herein, in its discretion.

(3) As conpensation for their services in assisting the
county el ection conmm ssioners in performance of their duties in
the revision of the registration books and the poll books of the
several voting precincts of the several counties and in assisting
t he el ecti on conm ssioners, executive commttees or boards of
supervisors in connection with any el ection, the registrar shal
receive the sane daily per diemand limtation on neeting days as
provi ded for the board of election comm ssioners as set out in
Sections 23-15-153 and 23-15-227 to be paid fromthe general fund
of the county.

(4) In any case where an anount has been all owed by the
board of supervisors pursuant to this section, such anpunt shal
not be reduced or term nated during the termfor which the
regi strar was el ect ed.

(5) The circuit clerk shall, in addition to any ot her
conpensation provided for by law, be entitled to receive as
conpensation fromthe board of supervisors the anmount of Two
Thousand Dol | ars ($2,000.00) per year. This paynent shall be for
the performance of his duties in regard to the conduct of

el ections and the performance of his other duties.
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(6) The nmunicipal clerk shall, in addition to any other
conpensation for performance of duties, be eligible to receive as
conpensation fromthe municipality's governing authorities a
reasonabl e amount of additional conpensation for reinbursenent of
costs and for additional duties associated with mail-in
regi stration of voters.

(7) The board of supervisors shall not allow any additional
conpensati on authorized under this section for services as county
registrar to any circuit clerk who is receiving fees as
conpensation for his services equal to the limtation on
conpensati on prescribed in Section 9-1-43.

SECTI ON 13. Section 23-15-227, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LHL2]

23-15-227. The nmanagers and clerks shall be each entitled to
Fifty Dollars ($50.00) for each el ection; provided, however, that
t he board of supervisors may, in its discretion, pay the managers
and clerks an additional amount not to exceed Twenty-five Dollars
($25.00) per election. The nanager or other person who shal
carry to the place of voting, away fromthe courthouse, the
official ballots, ballot boxes, pollbooks and ot her necessities,
shall be allowed Ten Dollars ($10.00) for each voting precinct for
so doing. The manager or other person who acts as returning
of ficer shall be allowed Ten Dollars ($10.00) for each voting
precinct for that service. The conpensation authorized in this
section shall be allowed by the board of supervisors, and shall be
payabl e out of the county treasury.

The conpensation provided in this section shall constitute
paynent in full for the services rendered by the persons named for
any el ection, whether there be one (1) election or issue voted
upon, or nore than one (1) election or issue voted upon at the
sane tine.

SECTI ON 14. Section 23-15-233, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

brought forward as follows:[LHL3]
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23-15-233. The nmanagers shall take care that the election is
conducted fairly and agreeably to |l aw, and they shall be judges of
the qualifications of electors, and nmay exam ne, on oath, any
person duly registered and offering to vote touching his
qualifications as an el ector, which oath any of the managers may
adm ni ster.

SECTI ON 15. Section 23-15-235, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH14]

23-15-235. In addition to the managers appoi nted pursuant to
Section 23-15-231, for the first five hundred (500) registered
voters in each voting precinct, the conm ssioners of election my,
in their discretion, appoint not nore than three (3) persons to
serve as managers or clerks of the election. The comm ssioners of
el ection may, in their discretion, appoint three (3) additional
persons to serve as clerks for each one thousand (1, 000)
regi stered voters or fraction thereof in each voting precinct
above the first five hundred (500). Any person appointed as clerk
shall be a qualified elector of the county in which the voting
precinct is |ocated.

The restrictions provided for in this section regarding the
nunber of additional managers and clerks that nmay be appointed by
commi ssioners of election shall not apply to el ections conducted
by paper ballot prior to January 1, 1989. 1In elections conducted
by paper ballot prior to January 1, 1989, the comm ssioners of
el ection may appoint as many additional managers and cl erks as
t hey may consi der necessary to conduct the el ections.

SECTI ON 16. Section 23-15-239, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LHL5]

23-15-239. (1) The conm ssioners of election of each
county, in conjunction with the circuit clerk, shall sponsor and
conduct, not less than five (5) days prior to each el ection,
training sessions to instruct nanagers as to their duties in the

proper admi nistration of the election and the operation of the
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polling place. No manager shall serve in any election unless he
has received such instructions once during the twelve (12) nonths
i mredi ately precedi ng the date upon which such election is held;
provi ded, however, that nothing in this section shall prevent the
appoi ntment of an alternate manager to fill a vacancy in case of
an enmergency. The conm ssioners of election shall train a
sufficient nunber of alternates to serve in the event a nmanager is
unabl e to serve for any reason

(2) The board of supervisors, in their discretion, my
conpensat e managers who attend such training sessions. The
conpensation shall be at a rate of not |ess than the federal
hourly m ni mum wage nor nore than Ten Dol lars ($10.00) per hour.
Managers shall not be conpensated for nore than two (2) hours of
attendance at the training sessions regardl ess of the actual
anount of tine that they attended the training sessions.

(3) The tinme and |l ocation of the training sessions required
pursuant to this section shall be announced to the general public
by posting a notice thereof at the courthouse and by delivering a
copy of the notice to the office of a newspaper having general
circulation in the county five (5) days before the date upon which
the training session is to be conducted. Persons who will serve
as poll watchers for candidates and political parties, as well as
menbers of the general public, shall be allowed to attend the
sessi ons.

SECTION 17. Section 23-15-247, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LHL6]

23-15-247. The conm ssioners of election in each county
shall procure, if not already provided, a sufficient nunber of
bal | ot boxes, which shall be distributed by themto the voting
precincts of the county before the time for opening the polls.
The boxes shall be secured by good and substantial |ocks, and, if
an adj ournnent shall take place after the opening of the polls and

before all the votes shall be counted, the box shall be securely
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| ocked, so as to prevent the adm ssion of anything into it, or the
taking of anything fromit, during the tinme of adjournnent; and

t he box shall be kept by one of the managers and the key by

anot her of the managers, and the manager havi ng the box shal
carefully keep it, and neither unlock or open it hinself nor
permt it to be done, nor permt any person to have any access to
it during the tine of adjournnent. The box shall not be renoved
fromthe polling building or place after the polls are opened
until the count is conplete, if as many as three (3) qualified

el ectors object. After each election the ballot boxes shall be
delivered, with the keys thereof, to the clerk of the circuit
court of the county for preservation; and he shall keep themfor
future use, and, when called for, deliver themto the
conmi ssi oners of el ection.

SECTI ON 18. Section 23-15-263, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LHL7]

23-15-263. (1) Unless otherw se provided in this chapter,
the county executive conmttee at primary el ections shall perform
all duties that relate to the qualification of candi dates for
primary el ections, print ballots for primary el ections, appoint
the primary election officers, resolve contests in regard to
primary el ections, and performall other duties required by lawto
be perforned by the county executive commttee; however, each
house of the Legislature shall rule on the qualifications of the
menbership of its respective body in contests involving the
qgual i fications of such nenbers. The executive commttee shall be
subject to all the penalties to which county el ection
conmi ssioners are subject, except that Section 23-15-217 shall not
apply to nmenbers of the county executive conmittee who seek
el ective office.

(2) A nenber of a county executive conmttee shall be
automatically disqualified to serve on the county executive

commttee, and shall be considered to have resigned therefrom
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upon his qualification as a candidate for any el ective office.

The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to a nenber of a
county executive commttee who qualifies as a candidate for a
muni ci pal el ective office.

(3) The primary el ection officers appointed by the executive
committee of the party shall have the powers and performthe
duties, where not otherw se provided, required of such officers in
a general election, and any and every act or om ssion which by | aw
is an of fense when commtted in or about or in respect to such
general elections, shall be an offense if commtted in or about or
in respect to a primary election; and the same shall be indictable
and punishable in the same way as if the election was a general
el ection for the election of state and county officers, except as
specially nodified or otherwise provided in this chapter.

SECTI ON 19. Section 23-15-265, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH18]

23-15-265. The county executive committee of each county
shall nmeet not less than two (2) weeks before the date of any
primary el ection and appoint the nmanagers and clerks for same, al
of whom may be nenbers of the sane political party. The nunber of
managers and cl erks appointed by the county executive commttee
shal | be the sane nunber as conmm ssioners of election are allowed
to appoi nt pursuant to Sections 23-15-231 and 23-15-235. If the
county executive comrittee fails to neet on the date named, supra,
further notice shall be given of the tine and place of neeting.

SECTI ON 20. Section 23-15-267, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LHL9]

23-15-267. The ball ot boxes provided by the regul ar
commi ssioners of election in each county shall be used in primry
el ections, and the county executive conmttees shall distribute
themto the voting precincts of the county before the tinme for
opening the polls, in the same manner, as near as may be, as that

provided for in general elections. |f an adjournnent shall take
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pl ace after the polls are open and before all votes are counted,
t he ball ot box shall be securely |ocked so as to prevent the
adm ssion into it or the taking of anything fromit during the
time of adjournnent; and the box shall be kept by one of the
managers, and the key by another of the nmanagers, and the manager
having the box shall carefully keep it, and neither undertake to
open it hinself or permt it to be done, or to permt any person
to have access to it during the tine of adjournnent. The box
shall not be renoved fromthe polling building or place after the
polls are open until the count is conpleted if as many as three
(3) electors qualified to vote at the election object. After each
el ection, the ballot boxes of those provided by the regular
commi ssioner of election shall be delivered, with the keys thereof
i mredi ately and as soon thereafter as possible, and w thout del ay
to the clerk of the circuit court of the county. The person, or
persons, whose duty it is to conply with the provisions of this
section and who shall fail, or neglect, fromany cause, to deliver
sai d boxes or any of them as herein provided shall, upon
conviction, be fined not |ess than Two Hundred Dol |l ars ($200. 00)
and be inprisoned in the county jail of the residence of the
person, or persons, who violates any of the provisions of this
section, for a period of not less than thirty (30) days or nore
than six (6) nmonths, and fined not nore than Five Hundred Dol |l ars
($500. 00) .

SECTI ON 21. Section 23-15-295, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH20]

23-15-295. \Wen any person has qualified in the manner
provi ded by |law as a candidate for party nom nation in any prinmary
el ection, such person shall have the right to withdraw his nanme as
a candidate by giving notice of his withdrawal in witing to the
secretary of the proper executive conmittee at any time prior to
the printing of the official ballots, and in the event of such

wi t hdrawal the nane of such candi date shall not be printed on the
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ballot. Wen a candidate for party nom nation for a state or
district office who has qualified with the state executive
conmttee withdraws as a candidate as is herein set forth after
the sanple of the official ballot has been approved and certified
by the State Executive Commttee the Secretary or Chairman of the
State Executive Conmttee shall forthwith notify the county
executive conmttee of each county affected or involved of the
fact of such wthdrawal and such notification shall authorize said
county executive comrittees to omt the nanme of the w thdrawn
candidate fromthe ballot if such notification is received prior
to the printing of the ballot. In the case of the w thdrawal of
any candi date, the fee paid by such candi date shall be retained by
the state or county executive conmttee, as the case may be.

SECTI ON 22. Section 23-15-297, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH21]

23-15-297. Al candi dates upon entering the race for party
nom nations for office shall first pay to the proper officer as
provided for in Section 23-15-299 for each primary election the
fol |l ow ng anmount s:

(a) Candidates for Governor not to exceed Three Hundred
Dol I ars ($300. 00) .

(b) Candidates for Lieutenant Governor, Attorney
Ceneral, Secretary of State, State Treasurer, Auditor of Public
Account s, Comm ssioner of Insurance, Conm ssioner of Agriculture
and Comrerce, State H ghway Comm ssioner and State Public Service
Conmi ssioner, not to exceed Two Hundred Dol lars ($200.00).

(c) Candidates for district attorney, not to exceed One
Hundred Dol | ars ($100. 00).

(d) Candidates for State Senator, State Representative,
sheriff, chancery clerk, circuit clerk, tax assessor, tax
col l ector, county attorney, county superintendent of education and
board of supervisors, not to exceed Fifteen Dollars ($15.00).

(e) Candidates for county surveyor, county coroner,
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justice court judge and constable, not to exceed Ten Dol l ars
($10. 00).

(f) Candidates for United States Senator, not to exceed
Three Hundred Dol | ars ($300. 00).

(g) Candidates for United States Representative, not to
exceed Two Hundred Dol | ars ($200. 00).

SECTI ON 23. Section 23-15-299, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH22]

23-15-299. (1) Assessnents nmade pursuant to paragraphs (a),
(b) and (c) of Section 23-15-297, and assessnents made pursuant to
par agraph (d) of Section 23-15-297 for legislative offices for
districts conposed of nore than one (1) county or parts of nore
than one (1) county, shall be paid by each candidate to the
secretary of the state executive commttee with which the
candidate is affiliated by 5:00 p.m on March 1 of the year in
which the primary election for the office is held or on the date
of the qualifying deadline provided by statute for the office,
whi chever is earlier.

(2) Assessnents made pursuant to paragraphs (d) and (e) of
Section 23-15-297, other than assessnents made for |egislative
offices for districts containing nore than one (1) county or parts
of nore than one (1) county, shall be paid by each candidate to
the circuit clerk of such candidate's county of residence by 5:00
p.m on March 1 of the year in which the primary election for the
office is held or on the date of the qualifying deadline provided
by statute for the office, whichever is earlier. The circuit
clerk shall forward the fee and all necessary information to the
secretary of the proper county executive conmrittee within two (2)
busi ness days.

(3) Assessnents made pursuant to paragraphs (f) and (g) of
Section 23-15-297 nust be paid by each candidate to the Secretary
of the State Executive Conmittee with which the candidate is

affiliated by 5:00 p.m on Friday, January 26, 1996, for the
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presidential preference primary in 1996 and nust be paid sixty
(60) days before the presidential preference primary in the years
after 1996. Assessnents nade pursuant to paragraphs (f) and (Q)
of Section 23-15-297, in years when a presidential preference
primary is not being held, shall be paid by each candidate to the
Secretary of the State Executive Commttee with which the
candidate is affiliated by 5:00 p.m on March 1 of the year in
which the primary election for the office is held.

(4) The fees paid pursuant to subsections (1), (2) and (3)
of this section shall be acconpanied by a witten statenent
cont ai ni ng the name and address of the candidate, the party with
which he or she is affiliated, and the office for which he or she
i s a candi date.

(5) The secretary or circuit clerk to whom such paynents are
made shall pronptly receipt for same stating the office for which
such candi date maki ng paynent is running and the political party
with which he or she is affiliated, and he or she shall keep an
item zed account in detail showi ng the exact tine and date of the
recei pt of each paynent received by himor her and, where
applicable, the date of the postmark on the envel ope cont ai ni ng
the fee and fromwhom and for what office the party paying sane
i s a candi date.

(6) The secretaries of the proper executive comrttee shal
hold said funds to be finally disposed of by order of their
respective executive commttees. Such funds may be used or
di sbursed by the executive conmttee receiving sane to pay al
necessary traveling or other necessary expenses of the nenbers of
the executive commttee incurred in discharging their duties as
comm tteenen, and of their secretary and may pay the secretary
such salary as may be reasonabl e.

(7) Upon receipt of the proper fee and all necessary
i nformati on, the proper executive comrittee shall then determ ne

whet her or not each candidate is a qualified elector, and whet her
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any candi date has been convicted of any crine listed in Section
241, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, or is a fugitive from
justice for this state or any other state, and such charge upon

whi ch a candi date has fl ed has not been dism ssed. |If the proper
executive conmttee finds that a candidate is not a qualified

el ector, or that such candi date has been convicted of any crine
listed in Section 241, M ssissippi Constitution of 1890, and not
par doned nor has served his or her sentence, or is a fugitive from
justice as aforesaid, then the nane of such candi date shall not be
pl aced upon the ball ot.

Were there is but one (1) candi date, the proper executive
committee when the tine has expired within which the names of
candi dates shall be furnished shall declare such candidate the
nom nee.

SECTI ON 24. Section 23-15-331, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH23]

23-15-331. It shall be the duty of the state executive
commttee of each political party to furnish to each county
executive conmttee, not less than fifty (50) days prior to the
el ection, the names of all state and state district candi dates and
all candidates for legislative districts conposed of nore than one
county or parts of nore than one county who have qualified as
provi ded by law, and in accordance with the requirenents of
Section 23-15-333 a sanple of the official ballot to be used in
the primary, the general form of which shall be followed as nearly
as practicable.

SECTI ON 25. Section 23-15-333, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH24]

23-15-333. The county executive commttee shall have printed
all necessary ballots, for use in primary el ections. The ballots
shall contain the nanmes of all the candidates to be voted for at
such election, and there shall be left on each ballot one (1)

bl ank space under the title of each office for which a nomnee is
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to be elected; and in the event of the death of any candi date
whose nane shall have been printed on the ballot, the name of the
candi date duly substituted in the place of the deceased candi date
may be witten in such blank space by the voter. The order in
which the titles to the various offices shall be printed, and the
size, print and quality of the paper of the ballot is left to the
di scretion of the county executive comrittee. Provided, however,
that in all cases the arrangenent of the nanes of the candi dates
for each office shall be al phabetical. No ballot shall be used
except those so printed.

The county executive conmttee shall al so prepare ful
instructions for the guidance of electors at elections as to
obtai ning ballots, the nmanner of marking them and the node of
obtaining new ballots in the place of those spoiled by accident.
The instructions shall be printed in large, clear type on "Cards
of Instruction,” and the county executive commttee shall furnish
the same in sufficient nunbers for the use of electors. The cards
shal |l be preserved by the officers of election and returned by
themto the county executive commttee and they may be used, if
appl i cabl e, in subsequent el ections.

SECTI ON 26. Section 23-15-335, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH25]

23-15-335. The county executive commttee shall designate a
person whose duty it shall be to distribute all necessary ballots
for use in a primary election, and shall designate one (1) anpbng
t he managers at each polling place to receive and receipt for the
bl ank ballots to be used at that place. Wen the blank ballots
are delivered to a |local nmanager, the distributor shall take from
the | ocal nmanager a receipt therefor signed in duplicate by both
the distributor and the manager, one of which receipts the
distributor shall deliver to the circuit clerk and the other shal
be retained by the | ocal manager and said | ast nentioned duplicate

recei pt shall be inclosed in the ballot box with the voted ballots
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when the polls have been cl osed and the votes have been counted.
The printer of the ballots shall take a receipt fromthe

di stributor of the ballots for the total nunber of the bl ank
ballots delivered to the distributor. The printer shall secure
all ballots printed by himin such a safe manner that no person
can procure themor any of them and he shall deliver no bl ank
ball ot or ballots to any person except the distributor above

menti oned, and then only upon his receipt therefor as above
specified. The distributor of the blank ballots shall so securely
hol d the sanme that no person can obtain any of them and he shal
not deliver any of themto any person other than to the authorized
| ocal managers and upon their respective receipts therefor. The
executive commttee shall see to it that the total blank ballots
delivered to the distributor, shall correspond with the total of
the recei pts executed by the | ocal managers. Any person charged
with any of the duties prescribed in this section who shal
willfully or with cul pabl e carel essness violate the same shall be
guilty of a m sdeneanor.

SECTI ON 27. Section 23-15-359, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH26]

23-15-359. (1) The ballot shall contain the nanmes of al
candi dat es who have been put in nom nation, not |ess than sixty
(60) days previous to the day of the election, by the primary
el ection of any political party. There shall be printed on the
ball ots the nanes of all persons so nom nated, whether the
nom nati on be ot herwi se known or not, upon the witten request of
one or nore of the candi dates so nom nated, or of any qualified
el ector who will make oath that he was a participant in the
primary el ection, and that the person whose nanme is presented by
hi m was nom nated by such primary el ection. The conm ssioner
shall al so have printed on the ballot in any general or speci al
el ection the nanme of any candi date who, not havi ng been nom nated

by a political party, shall have been requested to be a candi date
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for any office by a petition filed as provided for in subsection
(3) or (4) of this section, as appropriate, and signed by not |ess
than the foll ow ng nunber of qualified el ectors:

(a) For an office elected by the state at |arge, not
| ess than one thousand (1,000) qualified el ectors.

(b) For an office elected by the qualified electors of
a Supreme Court district, not less than three hundred (300)
qualified el ectors.

(c) For an office elected by the qualified electors of
a congressional district, not |less than two hundred (200)
qualified el ectors.

(d) For an office elected by the qualified electors of
a circuit or chancery court district, not |ess than one hundred
(100) qualified el ectors.

(e) For an office elected by the qualified electors of
a senatorial or representative district, not less than fifty (50)
qualified el ectors.

(f) For an office elected by the qualified electors of
a county, not less than fifty (50) qualified electors.

(g) For an office elected by the qualified electors of
a supervisors district or justice court district, not |ess than
fifteen (15) qualified electors.

(2) Unless the petition required above shall be filed as
provided for in subsection (3) or (4) of this section, as
appropriate, the nane of the person requested to be a candi date,
unl ess nomnated by a political party, shall not be placed upon
the ballot. The ballot shall contain the names of each candi date
for each office, and such names shall be |isted under the nanme of
the political party such candi date represents as provided by | aw
and as certified to the circuit clerk by the State Executive
Comm ttee of such political party. In the event such candi date
gualifies as an independent as herein provided, he shall be |isted

on the ballot as an i ndependent candi date.
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(3) Petitions for offices described in paragraphs (a), (b),
(c) and (d) of subsection (1) of this section, and petitions for
of fi ces described in paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of this
section for districts conposed of nore than one (1) county or
parts of nore than one (1) county, shall be filed with the State
Board of El ection Comm ssioners by no later than 5:00 p.m on the
sane date by which candi dates for nomnations in the political
party primary elections are required to pay the fee provided for
in Section 23-15-297, M ssissippi Code of 1972.

(4) Petitions for offices described in paragraphs (f) and
(g) of subsection (1) of this section, and petitions for offices
descri bed in paragraph (e) of subsection (1) of this section for
di stricts conposed of one (1) county or less, shall be filed with
the proper circuit clerk by no later than 5:00 p.m on the sane
date by which candidates for nomnations in the political party
el ections are required to pay the fee provided for in Section
23-15-297. The circuit clerk shall notify the county
commi ssioners of election of all persons who have filed petitions
wi th such clerk. Such notification shall occur within two (2)
busi ness days and shall contain all necessary information.

(5) The conm ssioners may al so have printed upon the ball ot
any local issue election matter that is authorized to be held on
the sane date as the regular or general election pursuant to
Section 23-15-375; provided, however, that the ballot form of such
| ocal issue nmust be filed with the comm ssioners of election by
t he appropriate governing authority not |ess than sixty (60) days
previous to the date of the el ection.

(6) The provisions of this section shall not apply to
muni ci pal elections or to the election of the offices of justice
of the Suprene Court, judge of the Court of Appeals, circuit
j udge, chancellor, county court judge and fam |y court judge.

(7) Nothing in this section shall prohibit special elections

to fill vacancies in either house of the Legislature from being
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hel d as provided in Section 23-15-851. 1In all elections conducted
under the provisions of Section 23-15-851 the comm ssioner shal
have printed on the ballot the name of any candi date who, not
havi ng been nom nated by a political party, shall have been
requested to be a candidate for any office by a petition filed
wi th said comm ssioner not |less than ten (10) working days prior
to the election, and signed by not less than fifty (50) qualified
el ectors.

SECTI ON 28. Section 23-15-361, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH27]

23-15-361. (1) The nunicipal general election ballot shal
contain the nanes of all candi dates who have been put in
nom nation by the nunicipal primary el ection of any political
party. There shall be printed on the ballots the nanmes of al
persons so nom nated, whether the nom nation be otherw se known or
not, upon the witten request of one or nore of the candi dates so
nom nated, or of any qualified elector who will make oath that he
was a participant in the primary el ection, and that the person
whose nane is presented by himwas nom nated by such primary
el ection. The rmunicipal election conm ssioner designated to have
the ballots printed shall also have printed on the ballot in any
muni ci pal general election the name of any candi date who, not
havi ng been nom nated by a political party, shall have been
requested to be a candidate for any office by a petition filed
with the clerk of the nunicipality no later than 5:00 p.m on the
sane date by which candidates for nom nation in the munici pal
primary el ections are required to pay the fee provided for in
Section 23-15-309, and signed by not |less than the foll ow ng
nunber of qualified electors:

(a) For an office elected by the qualified electors of

a municipality having a popul ati on of one thousand (1, 000) or
nore, not less than fifty (50) qualified el ectors.

(b) For an office elected by the qualified electors of
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a municipality having a popul ation of |ess than one thousand
(1,000), not less than fifteen (15) qualified el ectors.

(2) Unless the petition required above shall be filed no
|ater than 5:00 p.m on the sane date by which candi dates for
nom nation in the nunicipal primary election are required to pay
the fee provided for in Section 23-15-309, the nanme of the person
requested to be a candidate, unless nom nated by a political
party, shall not be placed upon the ballot. The ballot shal
contain the nanes of each candi date for each nunicipal office, and
such nanmes shall be |listed under the nanme of the political party
such candi date represents as provided by law and as certified to
t he nmuni ci pal clerk by the municipal executive commttee of such
political party. Provided further, however, that nothing in this
section shall prohibit a person fromqualifying as a nom nee of a
political party, or fromrequesting to be a candidate for the
office by filing a petition, in the event of the death of a
candi date for the office which nmakes it inpossible to have an
el ection contest. 1In the event such candidate qualifies as an
i ndependent as herein provided, he shall be listed on the ball ot
as an i ndependent candi date.

(3) The clerk of the municipality shall notify the rmnunicipa
commi ssioners of election of all persons who have filed petitions
pursuant to subsection (1) of this section within two (2) business
days of the date of filing.

(4) The ballot in elections to fill vacancies in municipal
el ective office shall contain the nanes of all persons who have
qualified as required by Section 23-15-857.

SECTI ON 29. Section 23-15-551, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH28]

23-15-551. On receiving his ballot, the voter shal
forthwith go into one of the voting conpartnents, and shall there
prepare his ballot by marking with ink or indelible pencil on the

appropriate margin or place a cross (X) opposite the nanme of the
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candi date of his choice for each office to be filled or by filling
in the nane of the candidate substituted in the bl ank space

provi ded therefor, and marking a cross (X) opposite thereto, and
i kewi se a cross (X) opposite the answer he desires to give in
case of an election on a constitutional amendnent or any ot her
guestion or matter. As an alternative nethod, a voter may, at his
option, prepare his ballot by marking with ink or indelible penci
in the appropriate margin or place a check, in the formof and
simlar to a "V', opposite the name of the candidate of his choice
for each office to be filled, or by filling in the nanme of the
candi date substituted in the blank space provided therefor, and
mar ki ng a check, in the formof and simlar to a "V', opposite
thereto, and |ikewi se a check, in the formof and simlar to a
"V', opposite the answer he desires to give in case of an election
on a constitutional anendnent or other question or matter, either
of which methods of marking, whether by a cross (X) or by a check
in the formof and simlar to a "V', is authorized. Before

| eaving the voting conpartnment, the voter shall fold his ball ot

wi t hout displaying the markings thereof, but so that the words
"OFFI Cl AL BALLOT," foll owed by the designation of the voting
precinct and the date of the election, shall be visible to the
officers of the election. He shall then cast his ballot by
handi ng the sane to one (1) of the managers of the election for
deposit in the ballot box; this he shall do w thout undue del ay,
and as soon as he has voted he shall quit the inclosed place at
once. A voter shall not be allowed to occupy a voting conpart nent
al ready occupi ed by anot her voter, nor any conpartnment |onger than
ten (10) mnutes, if other voters be not waiting, nor |onger than
five (5) mnutes if other voters be waiting. A person shall not
be allowed in the roomin which the ballot boxes, conpartnents,
tabl es and shel ves are, except the officers of the election, and

t hose appointed by themto assist therein, and those authorized by

Secti on 23-15-577.
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SECTI ON 30. Section 23-15-559, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH29]

23-15-559. The provisions of Sections 23-15-171 and
23-15-173 fixing the tine for the holding of primary and general
el ections shall not apply to any mnunicipality operating under a
special or private charter where the governing board or authority
t hereof, on or before June 25, 1952, shall have adopted and spread
upon its mnutes a resolution or ordinance declining to accept
such provisions, in which event the primary and general elections
shall be held at the tine fixed by the charter of such
muni ci pality.

The provisions of Section 23-15-859 shall be applicable to
all municipalities of this state, whether operating under a code
charter, special charter, or the comm ssion form of governnent,
except in cases of conflicts between the provisions of such
section and the provisions of the special charter of a
muni ci pality, or the |aw governing the comm ssion form of
government, in which cases of conflict the provisions of the
special charter or the statutes relative to the comm ssion form of
government shall apply.

SECTI ON 31. Section 23-15-581, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH30]

23-15-581. When the polls shall be closed, the managers
shall then publicly open the box and i nmedi ately proceed to count
the ballots, at the sanme tinme reading al oud the nanes of the
persons voted for, which shall be taken down and called by the
clerks in the presence of the managers. During the holding of the
el ection and the counting of the ballots, the whol e proceedi ngs
shall be in fair and full view of the voting public wthout
unnecessary interference, delay or encroachnment upon the good
order of the duties and proceedi ngs of the nmanagers and ot her
officers of the election. Candidates or their duly authorized

representatives shall have the right to reasonably view and
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i nspect the ballots as and when they are taken fromthe box and
counted, and to reasonably view and inspect the tally sheets,
papers and ot her docunents used in said election during the
proceedi ngs, but not including, of course, the secret ballots
bei ng voted and placed and held in the box. There shall be no
unnecessary del ay and no adj ournnment except as provided by |aw.

SECTI ON 32. Section 23-15-591, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH31]

23-15-591. Wen the votes have been conpletely and correctly
counted and tallied by the nmanagers they shall publicly proclaim
the result of the election at their box and shall certify in
duplicate a statenment of the said result, said certificate to be
signed by the managers and clerks, one (1) of the certificates to
be inclosed in the ballot box, and the other to be delivered to
and to be kept by one (1) of the managers and to be inspected at
any time by any voter who so requests. Wen the count of the
votes and the tally thereof have been conpl eted, the managers
shall lock and seal the ballot box, having first placed therein
all ballots voted, all spoiled ballots and all unused ball ots.
There shall be inclosed therein also one (1) of the duplicate
recei pts given by the nmanager who received the blank ballots
received for that box; and the total ballots voted, and the
spoi l ed ball ots and the unused ballots nmust correspond in total
with the said duplicate receipt or else the failure thereof nust
be perfectly accounted for by a witten statenent, under oath of
t he managers, which statenment nust be inclosed in the ballot box.
There shall be also inclosed in said box the tally list, the
recei pt bookl et containing the signed nanes of the voters who
vot ed; and the nunber of ballots voted nust correspond with the
nunber of names signed in said receipt booklet.

SECTI ON 33. Section 23-15-593, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH32]

23-15-593. Wen the ball ot box is opened and exanm ned by the
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county executive comrittee in the case of a primary election, or
county el ection conm ssioners in the case of other elections, and
it is found that there have been failures in material particulars
to conmply with the requirenents of Section 23-15-591 and Section
23-15-895 to such an extent that it is inpossible to arrive at the
will of the voters at such precinct, the entire box nmay be thrown
out unless it be made to appear with reasonable certainty that the
irregularities were not deliberately permtted or engaged in by

t he managers at that box, or by one (1) of themresponsible for
the wong or wongs, for the purpose of electing or defeating a
certain candi date or candi dates by mani pul ating the el ection or
the returns thereof at that box in such manner as to have it
thrown out; in which |atter case the county executive commttee,

or the county el ection conm ssion, as appropriate, shall conduct
such hearing and make such determ nation in respect to said box as
may appear lawfully just, subject to a judicial review of said
matter as el sewhere provided by this chapter. O the executive
commttee, or the election comm ssion, or the court upon review,
may order another election to be held at that box appointing new
managers to hold the sane.

SECTI ON 34. Section 23-15-595, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH33]

23-15-595. The box containing the ballots and other records
required by this chapter shall, as soon as practical after the
bal | ot s have been counted, be delivered by one (1) of the precinct
managers to the clerk of the circuit court of the county and said
clerk shall, in the presence of the nmanager meking delivery of the
box, place upon the |ock of such box a netal seal simlar to the
seal commonly used in sealing the doors of railroad freight cars.
Such seal s shall be nunbered consecutively to the nunber of ball ot
boxes used in the election in the county, and the clerk shall keep
in a place separate from such boxes a record of the nunber of the

seal of each separate box in the county. The board of supervisors
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of the county shall pay the cost of providing such seals. Upon
demand of the chairman of the county executive conmittee in the
case of primary elections, or the county el ection comr ssioner in
the case of other elections, the boxes and their contents shall be
delivered to the county executive conmttee, or the county

el ection comm ssion, as appropriate, and after such comrittee or
conmi ssion, as appropriate, has finished the work of tabulating
returns and counting ballots as required by |aw, the said
commttee or comm ssion, as appropriate, shall return all papers
and ballots to the box of the precinct where such el ection was
hel d, and it shall make redelivery of such boxes and their
contents to the circuit clerk who shall reseal said boxes. Upon
every occasion said boxes shall be reopened and each resealing
shall be done as provided in this chapter.

SECTI ON 35. Section 23-15-597, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH34]

23-15-597. The county executive commttee shall neet on the
first or second day after each prinmary el ection, shall receive and
canvass the returns which nust be nade within the tine fixed by
| aw for returns of general elections and declare the result, and
announce the nanme of the nomi nees for county and county district
of fices and | egislative offices for districts containing one (1)
county or |less, and the nanmes of those candi dates to be submtted
to the second primary. The vote for state and state district
of fices and | egislative offices for districts containing nore than
one (1) county or parts of nore than one (1) county shall be
tabul ated by precincts and certified to and returned to the State
Executive Commttee, such returns to be mailed by registered
letter or any safe node of transmission within thirty-six (36)
hours after the returns are canvassed and the result ascertai ned.

The State Executive Commttee shall neet a week fromthe day
following the first primary election held for state and state

district offices and |l egislative offices for districts containing
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nore than one (1) county or parts of nmore than one (1) county, and
shal | proceed to canvass the returns and to declare the result,
and announce the names of those nomi nated for the different
offices in the first primary and the nanmes of those candi dates
whose nanes are to be submitted to the second primary el ection
The State Executive Commttee shall also neet a week fromthe day
on which the second primary el ection was held and receive and
canvass the returns for state and district offices, if any, and

| egi slative offices for districts containing nore than one (1)
county or parts of nore than one (1) county, if any, voted on in
such second primary. An exact and full duplicate of al
tabul ati ons by precincts as certified under this section shall be
filed with the circuit clerk of the county who shall safely
preserve the same in his office.

SECTI ON 36. Section 23-15-921, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH35]

23-15-921. Except as otherw se provided by Section
23-15-961, a person desiring to contest the el ection of another
person returned as the nom nee of the party to any county or
county district office, or as the nom nee of a |egislative
di strict conmposed of one (1) county or less, may, within twenty
(20) days after the primary election, file a petition with the
secretary, or any nmenber of the county executive commttee in the
county in which the election was held, setting forth the grounds
upon which the primary election is contested; and it shall be the
duty of the executive committee to assenble by call of the
chai rman or three (3) nmenbers of said conmttee, notice of which
contest shall be served five (5) days before said neeting, and
after notifying all parties concerned proceed to investigate the
grounds upon which the election is contested and, by nmgjority vote
of menbers present, declare the true results of such primary.

SECTI ON 37. Section 23-15-923, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

brought forward as follows:[LH36]
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23-15-923. Except as otherw se provided in Section
23-15-961, a person desiring to contest the election of another
returned as the nomnee in state, congressional and judici al
districts, and in legislative districts conposed of nore than one
(1) county or parts of nore than one (1) county, upon conpl aint
filed with the Chairman of the State Executive Conm ttee, by
petition, reciting the grounds upon which the election is
contested. |If necessary and with the advice of four (4) nenbers
of said commttee, the chairman shall issue his fiat to the
chai rman of the appropriate county executive conmittee, and in
i ke manner as in the county office, the county comm ttee shal
investigate the conplaint and return their findings to the
chai rman of the state commttee. The State Executive Conmittee by
majority vote of nmenbers present shall declare the true results of
such primary.

SECTI ON 38. Section 23-15-927, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH37]

23-15-927. Wen and after any contest has been filed with
the county executive commttee, or conplaint with the State
Executive Cormmittee, and the said executive conmttee having
jurisdiction shall fail to pronptly neet or having net shall fai
or unreasonably delay to fully act upon the contest or conplaint,
or shall fail to give with reasonabl e pronptness the full relief
required by the facts and the law, the contestant shall have the
right forthwith to file in the circuit court of the county wherein
the irregularities are charged to have occurred, or if nore than
one (1) county to be involved then in one (1) of said counties, a
sworn copy of his said protest or conplaint, together with a sworn
petition, setting forth with particularity wherein the executive
commttee has wongfully failed to act or to fully and pronptly
investigate or has wongfully denied the relief prayed by said
contest, with a prayer for a judicial review thereof. But such

petition for a judicial review shall not be filed unless it bear
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the certificate of two (2) practicing attorneys that they and each
of them have fully made an i ndependent investigation into the
matters of fact and of |aw upon which the protest and petition are
based and that after such investigation they verily believe that
the said protest and petition should be sustained and that the
relief therein prayed should be granted, and the petitioner shal
give a cost bond in the sumof Three Hundred Dol lars ($300.00),
with two (2) or nore sufficient sureties conditioned to pay al
costs in case his petition be dism ssed, and an additional bond
may be required, by the judge or chancellor, if necessary, at any
subsequent stage of the proceedings. The filing of such petition
for judicial review in the manner set forth above shal
automati cal |y supersede and suspend the operation and effect of
the order, ruling or judgnment of the executive commttee appeal ed
from

SECTI ON 39. Section 23-15-955, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH38]

23-15-955. Except as otherw se provided by Section
23-15-961, the person contesting the seat of any nenber of the
Senate or House of Representatives shall, within thirty (30) days
after the election, serve notice, in witing, upon such nenber,
stating particularly the grounds upon which the election is
contested. Thereupon either party may proceed to take the
depositions of w tnesses before any justice court judge, or other
officer qualified to adm nister oaths in the district or county,
as convenient as may be to the residences of the witnesses. The
depositions so taken shall be read as evidence before the Senate
or House as the case may be; but the opposite party shall have ten
(10) days' notice of the tine and place of taking the sane.

SECTI ON 40. Section 23-15-961, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
brought forward as follows:[LH39]

23-15-961. (1) Any person desiring to contest the

qgual i fications of another person as a candidate for nom nation in
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1285 a political party primary election shall file a petition

1286 specifically setting forth the grounds of the challenge within ten
1287 (10) days after the qualifying deadline for the office in

1288 question. Such petition shall be filed with the executive

1289 commttee with whomthe candidate in question qualified.

1290 (2) Wthin ten (10) days of receipt of the petition

1291 descri bed above, the appropriate executive conmttee shall neet
1292 and rule upon the petition. At |least two (2) days before the
1293 hearing to consider the petition, the appropriate executive

1294 commttee shall give notice to both the petitioner and the

1295 contested candidate of the time and place of the hearing on the
1296 petition. Each party shall be given an opportunity to be heard at
1297 such neeting and present evidence in support of his position.
1298 (3) If the appropriate executive conmrittee fails to rule
1299 upon the petition within the time required above, such inaction
1300 shall be interpreted as a denial of the request for relief

1301 contained in the petition.

1302 (4) Any party aggrieved by the action or inaction of the
1303 appropriate executive comrittee nmay file a petition for judicial
1304 reviewto the circuit court of the county in which the executive
1305 commttee whose decision is being reviewed sits. Such petition
1306 nust be filed no later than fifteen (15) days after the date the
1307 petition was originally filed with the appropriate executive
1308 commttee. Such person filing for judicial review shall give a
1309 cost bond in the sumof Three Hundred Dol lars ($300.00) with two
1310 (2) or nore sufficient sureties conditioned to pay all costs in
1311 case his petition be dism ssed, and an additional bond may be
1312 required, by the court, if necessary, at any subsequent stage of
1313 the proceedings.

1314 (5) Upon the filing of the petition and bond, the circuit
1315 clerk shall immediately, by registered letter or by tel egraph or
1316 by tel ephone, or personally, notify the Chief Justice of the

1317 Supreme Court, or in his absence, or disability, some other judge
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1318
1319
1320
1321
1322
1323
1324
1325
1326
1327
1328
1329
1330
1331
1332
1333
1334
1335
1336
1337
1338
1339
1340
1341
1342
1343
1344
1345
1346
1347
1348
1349
1350

of the Suprene Court, who shall forthwith designate and notify
fromthe list provided in Section 23-15-951 a circuit judge or
chancellor of a district other than that which enbraces the
district, subdistrict, county or any of the counties, involved in
the contest or conplaint, to proceed to the county in which the
contest or conplaint has been filed to hear and determ ne the
contest or conplaint. It shall be the official duty of the
circuit judge or chancellor to proceed to the discharge of the
designated duty at the earliest possible date to be fixed by the
j udge or chancellor and of which the contestant and contestee
shal | have reasonabl e notice. The contestant and contestee are to
be served in a reasonabl e manner as the judge or chancellor may
direct, in response to which notice the contestee shall pronptly
file his answer, and also his cross-conplaint if he has a
cross-conplaint. The hearing before the circuit court shall be de
novo. The matter shall be tried to the circuit judge, w thout a
jury. After hearing the evidence, the circuit judge shal
determ ne whet her the candi date whose qualifications have been
challenged is legally qualified to have his nanme placed upon the
ballot in question. The circuit judge may, upon disqualification
of any such candi date, order that such candi date shall bear the
court costs of the proceedings.

(6) Wthin three (3) days after judgnment is rendered by the
circuit court, the contestant or contestee, or both, may file an
appeal in the Suprenme Court upon giving a cost bond in the sum of
Three Hundred Dol |l ars ($300.00), together with a bill of
exceptions which shall state the point or points of |law at issue
with a sufficient synopsis of the facts to fully disclose the
beari ng and rel evancy of such points of law. The bill of
exceptions shall be signed by the trial judge, or in case of his
absence, refusal or disability, by two (2) disinterested
attorneys, as is provided by law in other cases of bills of

exception. The filing of such appeals shall automatically suspend
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1351
1352
1353
1354
1355
1356
1357
1358
1359
1360
1361
1362
1363
1364
1365
1366
1367
1368
1369
1370
1371
1372
1373
1374
1375
1376
1377
1378

the decision of the circuit court and the appropriate executive
committee is entitled to proceed based upon their decision unless
and until the Suprene Court, in its discretion, stays further
proceedings in the matter. The appeal shall be inmediately
docketed in the Suprene Court and referred to the court en banc
upon briefs wi thout oral argunent unless the court shall call for
oral argument, and shall be decided at the earliest possible date,
as a preference case over all others. The Suprene Court shal

have the authority to grant such relief as is appropriate under

t he circunstances.

(7) The procedure set forth above shall be the sole and only
manner in which the qualifications of a candi date seeking public
office as a party nom nee may be chal l enged prior to the tinme of
his nom nation or election. After a party nom nee has been
el ected to public office, the election may be chall enged as
ot herwi se provided by law. After a party nom nee assunes an
el ective office, his qualifications to hold that office nay be
contested as ot herw se provided by |aw.

SECTION 41. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 42. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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