M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: Robi nson (84th) To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1304

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-23-13, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 972, TO
2 CLARI FY THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATI ON MAY EXPEND FUNDS | N
3 MAKI NG REASONABLE ACCOVMODATI ONS FOR TEACHERS W TH VARI QUS

4 DI SABILITIES, WTHOQUT LIM TING THE DI SABI LITY TO ONE OF VI SUAL

5 | MPAI RVENT; AND FOR RELATED PURPGSES.

6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
7 SECTION 1. Section 37-23-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

8 anended as foll ows:

9 37-23-13. (1) The school board of any school district is

10 hereby authorized to conply with the provisions of the Federal

11 Anericans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 USCS Sections

12 12101-12213 (West Supp. 1991)) by naki ng reasonabl e accommodat i ons
13 to the known physical or nental limtations of an otherw se

14 qualified individual with a disability who is an applicant or

15 enployee, unless the school board can denonstrate that the

16 accomodati on woul d i npose an undue hardship on the operation of
17 the school. The school board of any such school district

18 determ ning that such accomobdation is required and reasonabl e

19 may, by resolution spread upon its mnutes, apply to the State
20 Departnent of Education for funds to defray the cost of naking the
21 reasonabl e acconmpdati ons, as determ ned by the school board to be
22 in the best interest of the individual teacher, for * * * teachers
23 with disabilities in conpliance with said federal |aw
24 (2) The State Departnent of Education, within the
25 availability of funds appropriated for such purpose, may expend
26 funds for the purpose of defraying the expenses of school
27 districts in naking the reasonabl e accommpdations, as determ ned
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28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

by the school board to be in the best interest of the individual

teacher, for * * * teachers with a disability under the said

Arericans with Disabilities Act of 1990, with the approval of the
State Board of Education. The departnent shall, by regul ation,
prescri be a nethod and necessary forns for the purpose of school
districts' applications for funds as authorized herein.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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