M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

OCO~NOUIARWNE

West To: Educati on

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1303

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 37-7-717, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO DELETE THE AUTHORI TY OF BOARDS OF SUPERVI SORS AND MUNI Cl PAL
GOVERNI NG AUTHORI TI ES I N COUNTI ES COVPRI SI NG A SPECI AL MUNI CI PAL
SEPARATE SCHOCOL DI STRICT TO APPO NT THE MEMBERS COF THE BOARD COF
TRUSTEES OF SUCH SCHOOL DI STRI CT; TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-7- 715,

M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO DELETE THE REQUI REMENT THAT
AGREEMENTS BETWEEN BOARDS OF SUPERVI SORS AND MUNI Cl PAL GOVERNI NG
AUTHORI TI ES ESTABLI SHI NG THE MANNER FOR THE SELECTI ON OF THE
TRUSTEES OF SUCH SCHOOL DI STRI CT BE ENTERED | NTO W THI N SI XTY DAYS
OF THE ORGANI ZATI ON OF SUCH SCHOOL DI STRI CT; TO AMEND SECTI ON
37-7-703, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY TO THE

PROVI SIONS OF TH'S ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 37-7-717, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ BD1]

37-7-717. Upon conplying with the terns and provisions of
Section 37-7-715, * * * the board of supervisors of any county
wherein there is a special nunicipal separate school district and
t he governing authorities of the nmunicipality may provide that the
board of trustees of such special nunicipal separate schoo
district shall be organized and constituted in one (1) of the
fol |l ow ng manners:

* * %

(a) In case of a special municipal separate schoo
district which enbraces the entire county, the board of trustees
may be constituted and sel ected in accordance with the terns and
provi sions of Sections 37-7-707 through 37-7-711, with the
exception that one (1) nenber of such board shall be el ected by
each supervisors district and shall be a resident and qualified
el ector of the district fromwhich he is el ected.

(b) In case of a special municipal separate schoo
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district enbracing the entire county, the board of trustees nay be
constituted and selected in accordance with the terns and
provi si ons of Section 37-7-713.

SECTION 2. Section 37-7-715, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ BD2]

37-7-715. * * * The board of supervisors of a county wherein

a speci al municipal separate school district is |ocated and the
governing authorities of the nmunicipality may, by an order spread
upon their mnutes * * * expressing an agreenent between both such
governing authorities, choose to constitute the board of such
speci al muni ci pal separate school district under one (1) of the
optional methods of organization set out in Section 37-7-717. In
the event that both the governing authorities hereinabove referred
to shall enter such an order * * * then the * * * poard of
trustees shall be thereafter constituted and sel ected according to
the ternms of such agreenent, provided such agreenent is in
conformty with the terns of Section 37-7-717. It is further
expressly provided that irregularities of a procedural nature in
t he adoption of such orders shall not affect the validity of the
sane or the validity of any acts of the board of trustees which
may be constituted by virtue thereof.

SECTION 3. Section 37-7-703, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows: [ BD3]

37-7-703. In all such special nunicipal separate school
districts which enbrace the entire county in which, according to
the | atest avail able federal census, a majority of the inhabitants
of the county reside within the corporate limts of the
muni ci pality, the board of trustees of such special nunicipa
separate school district shall be chosen and selected in the

manner provi ded by paragraph (a) of Section 37-7-717, and all of

the provisions thereof shall be fully applicable in all respects
to the selection and constitution of such board of trustees.

SECTION 4. The Attorney General of the State of M ssissipp
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shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 5. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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