M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: \West To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1267

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-11-18, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,

2 TO REQU RE SCHOOL SUPERI NTENDENTS TO EXAM NE | NCI DENTS THAT MAY

3 WARRANT EXPULSI ON ON A CASE- BY- CASE BASI S BEFORE | MPCSI NG AN

4 EXPULSI ON, TO REQUI RE LOCAL SCHOOL BOARDS TO ADCPT A PQOLI CY

5 GOVERNI NG EXPULSI ONS AND TO REQUI RE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON
6 TO ESTABLI SH UNI FORM GUI DELI NES GOVERNI NG EXPULSI ONS; AND FOR

7 RELATED PURPOSES.

8 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
9 SECTION 1. Section 37-11-18, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

10 anended as follows:[LHL]

11 37-11-18. (1) Any student in any school who possesses any
12 controlled substance in violation of the Uniform Controlled

13 Substances Law, a knife, handgun, other firearm or any other

14 instrunment considered to be dangerous and capabl e of causing

15 bodily harmor who commits a violent act on educational property,
16 as defined in Section 97-37-17, may be subject to * * * expul sion
17 for a calendar year by the superintendent or principal of the

18 school in which the student is enrolled; * * * however, before any
19 such expulsion is inposed, the superintendent of the school shal
20 examine the specific circunstances surrounding an incident that
21 may warrant expulsion under this section and may nodify the period
22 of time for such expul sion on a case-by-case basis. Any expul sion
23 inposed under this section shall take effect inmediately after the
24 superintendent's exam nation of the facts and circunstances
25 surrounding the incident, subject to the constitutional rights of
26 due process, including the student's right to appeal to the |ocal
27 school board.
28 (2) The school board of each |ocal school district shal
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adopt, as a part of the district's witten discipline plan, a

policy governing the expul sion of students. The policy nust

require each incident that may warrant expul sion to be exani ned by

t he superintendent of the school district before any expulsion is

i nposed, with a thorough exani nation being nmade into the specific

facts and circunstances surrounding the incident. |In addition,

the policy nust include a schedule of offenses and correspondi ng

peri ods of expul sion which nust be followed by the school district

superi nt endent absent circunstances warranting a deviation from

the schedule. The policy shall include such precautions as may be

necessary to afford the student his or her constitutional rights

of due process.

(3) The State Board of Education shall pronul gate rul es and

reqgul ations establishing uniformqguidelines governing expul sions

in the public schools. 1In adopting its policy governing

expul sions, the school board of each |ocal school district shal

adhere to the quidelines established by the State Board of

Educati on pursuant to this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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