M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Frierson To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO 1212
(As Sent to Governor)

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 37-31-205 AND 37-31-7, M SSI SSI PPI

2 CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATI ON TO RECOGNI ZE
3 VOCATI ONAL AND TECHNI CAL EDUCATI ON TEACHERS' SUMVER WORK | N THEI R
4 RESPECTI VE FI ELDS OF | NSTRUCTI ON I N FULFI LLMENT OF LI CENSURE

5 RENEVWAL REQUI REMENTS, AND TO REQUI RE CLASSES TAKEN FOR LI CENSURE
6 RENEWAL PURPOSES TO BE I N FURTHERANCE OF A BACHELOR S DEGREE | F

7 THE TEACHER DCES NOT HAVE A DEGREE; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

8 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
9 SECTION 1. Section 37-31-205, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
10 anended as foll ows: [ HS1]

11 37-31-205. (1) The State Board of Education shall have the
12 authority to:

13 (a) Expend funds received either by appropriation or
14 directly fromfederal or private sources;

15 (b) Channel funds to secondary schools, comrunity and
16 junior colleges and regional vocational-technical facilities

17 according to priorities set by the board;

18 (c) Allocate funds on an annual budgetary basis;

19 (d) Set standards for and approve all vocational and
20 technical education prograns in the public school system and
21 conmmunity and junior colleges or other agencies or institutions
22 which receive state funds and federal funds for such purposes,
23 including, but not limted to, the follow ng vocational and
24 technical education prograns: agriculture, trade and industry,
25 occupational hone econom cs, consunmer and honenaki ng educati on,
26 distributive education, business and office, health, industrial
27 arts, guidance services, technical education, cooperative
28 education, and all other specialized training not requiring a
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bachel ors degree, with the exception of prograns of nursing
education regul ated under the provisions of Section 37-129-1. The
State Board of Education shall authorize |ocal schools boards,
wi thin such school board's discretion, to offer distributive
education as a one-hour or two-hour block course. There shall be
no reduction of reinbursenents fromstate funding for distributive
education due to the selection of either the one-hour or two-hour
course offering;

(e) Set and publish licensure standards for vocational

and techni cal education personnel. The State Board of Education

shall recogni ze a vocational and technical education teacher's

wor k when school is not in session which is in the teacher's

particular field of instruction as a neans for the teacher to

fulfill the requirenents for renewal of the teacher's license.

The board shall establish, by rules and requl ations, the

docunentation of such work which nust be submtted to the board

and the nunber of actual working hours required to fulfill renewal

requi renents. If a vocational and technical education teacher who

does not have a bachelor's degree takes classes in fulfillnent of

licensure renewal requirenents, such classes nust be in

furtherance of a bachel or's deqgree;

(f) Require data and information on program perfornmance
fromthose prograns receiving state funds;

(g) Expend funds to expand career information;

(h) Supervise and maintain the division of vocational
and technical education and to utilize to the greatest extent
possi bl e said division as the admnistrative unit of the board
responsi bl e for coordinating prograns and services with | ocal
institutions;

(i) Promulgate such rules and regul ati ons necessary to
carry out the provisions of this chapter in accordance with
Section 25-43-1 et seq.

(j) Set standards and approve all vocational and
techni cal education equi pnment and facilities purchased and/ or
| eased with state and federal vocational funds;

(k) Encourage provisions for lifelong | earning and

changi ng personal career preferences and advancenent of vocati onal
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and techni cal education students through articul ated prograns
bet ween hi gh schools and conmunity and junior coll eges;

(1) Encourage the establishnment of new |inkages with
busi ness and i ndustry which will provide for a better
under st andi ng of essential |abor market concepts;

(m Periodically review the funding and reporting
processes required of |ocal school districts by the board or
division with the aimof sinplifying or elimnating inefficient
practices and procedures;

(n) Assist in the devel opment of high technol ogy
prograns and resource centers to support current and projected
i ndustrial needs;

(o) Assist in the devel opnment of a technical assistance
program for business and industry which will provide for
i ndustrial training and services, including the transfer of
information relative to new applications and advancenents in
t echnol ogy; and

(p) Enter into contracts and agreenments with the State
Board for Community and Junior Coll eges for conditions under which
vocational and technical education prograns in community and
junior colleges shall receive state and federal funds which flow
through the State Board of Education for such purposes.

(2) It is the intent of the Legislature that no vocati onal
and techni cal education course or program existing on June 30,
1982, shall be elimnated by the State Board of Education under
the authority vested in paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of this
section prior to June 30, 1985. It is further the intent of the
Legi slature that no vocational and technical education teacher or
ot her personnel enployed on June 30, 1983, shall be discharged due
to licensure standards pronmul gated by the board under paragraph
(e) of subsection (1) of this section, if any such teacher or
per sonnel shall have conplied with any newy published |icensure

standards by June 30, 1985. Nothing contained in this section
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shal |l be construed to abrogate or affect in any manner the
authority of local public school districts or community and junior
colleges to elimnate vocational and technical education courses
or programs or to discharge any vocational and technical education
t eacher or other personnel.

(3) The State Board of Education and the State Board for
Communi ty and Juni or Col |l eges may provide that beginning with the
1995-1996 school year, every vocational and technical education
course or programin M ssissippi may integrate academ c and
vocational -techni cal education through coherent sequences of
courses, so that students in such prograns achi eve both academ c
and occupati onal conpetencies. The boards may expend federal
funds available fromthe 1990 Perkins Act, or other avail able
federal funds, for the alignnent of vocational-technical prograns
wi th academ c prograns through the accreditation process and the
teacher |icensure process. * * *

SECTION 2. Section 37-31-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows: [ HS2]

37-31-7. The State Board of Education shall have al
necessary authority to cooperate with the federal board for
vocational education in the admnistration of the "Smth-Hughes
Act" and all subsequent federal vocational education and training
acts, to admnister any |legislation pursuant thereto enacted by
the State of M ssissippi, and to adm nister the funds provi ded by
the federal governnent and the State of M ssissippi under the
provi sions of Sections 37-31-1 through 37-31-15 for the pronotion
of vocational and technical education not termnating in a
bachel ors degree. It shall have full authority to formulate plans
for the pronotion of vocational and technical education in such
subj ects as are an essential and integral part of the public
school system of education in the State of M ssissippi, to provide
for the preparation of teachers of such subjects, and to escrow

funds for students participating in recognized articul ated
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busi ness/industry specific worksite |learning prograns. It shal
have authority to fix the conpensation of such officials and
assistants as nay be necessary to admi nister the "Smth-Hughes
Act" and Sections 37-31-1 through 37-31-15 for the State of

M ssi ssi ppi and to pay such conpensati on and ot her necessary
expenses of adm nistration fromfunds appropriated under

provi sions of said sections. It shall have authority to nake
studies and investigations relating to vocational and technical
education in such subjects; to publish the results of such

i nvestigations and to issue other publications as seem necessary
by the board; to pronote and aid in the establishnent by | ocal
communities of schools, departnents or classes giving training in
such subjects; to cooperate with |Iocal communities in the

mai nt enance of such school s, departnent or classes; to prescribe
qualifications for the teachers, directors and supervisors of such
subj ects, and to have full authority to provide for the |licensure

and renewal of licenses of such teachers, directors and

supervisors; to cooperate in the mai ntenance of classes supported
and controlled by the public for the preparation of teachers,
directors and supervisors of such subjects or to nmaintain such
cl asses under its own direction and control; and to establish and
determ ne by general regulations the qualifications to be
possessed by persons engaged in the training of vocational and
techni cal teachers.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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