M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: Scott (80th) To: Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1154

AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE REGQ STRATI ON OF FI REARM5; TO | MPOCSE
SPECI FI C PROVI SI ONS FOR THE REQ STRATI ON OF WEAPONS PURCHASED
THROUGH THE MAIL; TO SPECI FY THE TI ME, PLACE AND PROCEDURE FOR
REG STRATI ON; TO PROVI DE FOR REGQ STRATI ON FORMS; TO REQUI RE
DEALERS TO KEEP RECORDS OF THE SALE OF FI REARMS; TO PROVI DE
AUTHORI TY TO PURCHASE EQUI PMENT AND SUPPLI ES; TO PROVI DE PENALTI ES
FOR FAI LURE TO REG STER FI REARMS; TO PROVI DE A TRANSI ENT
NONRESI DENT EXEMPTI ON NOT' TO EXCEED 30 DAYS; TO REQUI RE
REG STRATI ON AFTER TRANSFER OF A FI REARM TO AUTHORI ZE THE
10 PURCHASE OF RI FLES AND SHOTGUNS | N CONTI GUOUS STATES; TO REPEAL
11  SECTI ONS 45-9-51 AND 45-9-53, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, VWH CH
12 RESTRI CT LOCAL GOVERNMVENTS FROM REGULATI NG FI REARMS; AND FOR
13 RELATED PURPGCSES.

OCO~NOUIARWNE

14 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SS| PPI :

15 SECTION 1. Every person in this state who now owns or has in

16 his possession, or who shall hereafter acquire any pistol or

17 revolver, or any machi ne guns, subnachi ne guns and/or simlar

18 firearnms or any other high-powered rifle with a velocity of nore
19 than two thousand (2,000) feet per second at the nuzzle, shall be
20 required to register such weapon in the manner and within the tine
21 hereinafter specified; provided, however, that the provisions of
22 Sections 1 through 10 of this act shall not apply to any person,
23 firmor corporation regularly engaged in the sale of such weapons
24 in the usual course of business froman established and pernanent
25 place of business, except as herein provided; and provided,

26 further, that the provisions of Sections 1 through 10 of this act
27 shall not apply to any firearnms manufactured prior to January 1,
28 1900, nor to any firearm manufactured since that date which is not
29 capabl e of being discharged and whi ch has been procured and has
30 been kept by the owner thereof as a relic or historical specinen,

31 nor to any firearns furnished to the organized mlitia of this
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state, or the Arned Forces of the United States for their use.

SECTION 2. Al registrations of weapons under the provisions

of Sections 1 through 10 of this act shall be nmade with the
sheriff of the county in which the person owni ng or possessing
sanme resides, or if such person has no fixed residence within this
state, then such weapon shall be registered with the sheriff of
the county in which such weapon is usually kept or maintained.

Al'l such weapons now owned or possessed by any person or which may
be hereafter acquired within eighty (80) days after the effective
date of this act shall be registered with such sheriff within
ninety (90) days after the effective date of Sections 1 through 10
of this act, and thereafter all such weapons which shall be

acqui red, owned or possessed shall be registered with such sheriff
within ten (10) days after the acquisition thereof by such person
except weapons which are purchased and transported by mail. A
weapon purchased and transported by mail shall be registered with
such sheriff within forty-eight (48) hours of receipt. The seller
of a weapon by mail shall provide notice to the purchaser that
such weapon shall be registered within forty-eight (48) hours of
recei pt or the person failing to register such weapon shall be
subject to the fines and penalties provided in Section 7 of this
act. |If the seller of a weapon by nmail fails to provide notice of
registration to the purchaser, the seller shall be punished as
provided in Section 7 of this act.

SECTION 3. All registrations of such weapons shall be made

in duplicate, on forns to be provided by the board of supervisors
of each county, which forns shall require the foll ow ng
i nformation:

(a) The nane, address, including the street address,
and the Social Security nunber and date of birth of the owner or
per son possessi ng such weapon;

(b) The age, race and sex of such person;

(c) Afully detailed description of such weapon, giving
t he make, nodel and serial nunber;

(d) The nanme, address, including the street address,
and the Social Security or tax identification nunber of the person

from whom such weapon was acqui red or purchased; and

H B. No. 1154
00\ HRO3\ R1066
PAGE 2



69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101

(e) Were such weapon is usually kept.

Such formshall be fully filled out by the person owning or
possessi ng such weapon and the conpleted formshall be filed, in
duplicate, with the sheriff of the proper county. Both the
original and duplicate of such forns shall be signed by the
regi strant and his signature shall be w tnessed by two (2)
responsi bl e persons, whose addresses shall be shown upon the
regi stration form

SECTION 4. The original registration formso filed shall be

retained by the sheriff in a safe and convenient file to be
furni shed himby the board of supervisors for that purpose. Al
such registrations shall be filed and arranged in al phabeti cal
order and shall be open to the inspection of any person at any
time during the regular hours of business.

SECTION 5. Any person, firmor corporation dealing in

firearns shall keep a description thereof in his place of
busi ness, show ng the kind of weapon as used in Sections 1 through
10 of this act, the nanme of the manufacturer and the serial nunber
and from whom purchased, and upon the sale of such pistol or gun
a record of the name, address, Social Security nunber and date of
birth of person to whom sol d.

The records so made by said dealer shall be kept by himfor a
period of five (5) years and shall be subject to inspection by any
police officer or sheriff of the state.

SECTION 6. All supplies, equipnment and furniture necessary

in the enforcenent of Sections 1 through 10 of this act, shall be
paid by the board of supervisors of each county out of the genera
fund upon presentation and all owance therefor of item zed bills as
provi ded by | aw.

SECTION 7. Any person who shall fail or refuse to register

any weapon or seller who fails to provide registration notice to
pur chasers who purchase weapons by mail as required by Section 2

of this act shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor and upon conviction
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for a first offense shall be punished by a fine of One Thousand
Dol | ars ($1,000.00). Any person or seller convicted of a second
violation of Section 2 of this act shall be guilty of a

m sdeneanor and shall be punished by a fine of Two Thousand
Dol | ars ($2,000.00) and inprisonnent for not nore than one (1)
year. Any person or seller convicted of a third or subsequent
violation of Section 2 of this act shall be guilty of a felony and
shal | be punished by a fine of Five Thousand Dol l ars ($5, 000. 00)
and i nprisonnent for not |ess than one (1) year nor nore than five

(5) years.

SECTION 8. The provisions of Sections 1 through 10 of this
act shall not apply to a transient nonresident of this state
bringing a weapon with himin the course of travel into or through
this state, where such weapon does not remain herein for nore than
thirty (30) days.

SECTION 9. It will be necessary to register firearns under

Sections 1 through 10 of this act only one (1) tinme as |long as
said firearmremains in the possession of the person registering
sanme, provided that when the registered firearmshall be sold or
gi ven away by the person registering sane, then the person
acqui ring possession of such firearmshall register sane as herein
provi ded.

SECTION 10. It is declared that it is in the public interest

to authorize residents of this state to purchase or otherw se
obtain rifles and shotguns in states contiguous to this state in
conpliance with such other laws of this state or its political
subdi vi sions as nay be applicable and in conpliance with 18 USCS
921 et seq. and in conpliance with Section 2 of this act.

As used in this section, the term"a state contiguous to this
state" shall nmean any state with a border touching a border of
this state. As used in this section, all other terns shall be
gi ven the neaning prescribed in 18 USCS 921 et seq. and the

regul ati ons duly pronul gated thereunder as presently enacted or
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pronul gated and as hereinafter nodified.

It shall be lawful for a person residing in this state
(including a corporation or other business entity maintaining a
pl ace of business in this state) to purchase or otherw se obtain a
rifle or shotgun in a state contiguous to this state and to
receive or transport such rifle or shotgun into this state subject
to the provisions of Section 2 of this act.

This section shall not apply or be construed to affect in any
way the purchase, receipt or transportation of rifles and shot guns
by federally licensed firearnms manufacturers, inporters, dealers
or collectors.

SECTI ON 11. Sections 45-9-51 and 45-9-53, M ssissippi Code
of 1972, which prohibit |ocal governnents fromregulating the
sal e, possession, transportation or transfer of firearns, are
r epeal ed.

SECTION 12. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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