M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: Smith (35th) To: Education

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1149

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 37-13-163, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
2 TO ALLOW THE BI BLE TO BE USED AS A TEACHI NG AI D I N ANY PUBLIC
3 SCHOCOL; TO AUTHORI ZE LOCAL SCHOCOL DI STRI CTS TO | NCLUDE AN ACADEM C
4 BIBLE COURSE | N THEI R CURRI CULUM AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.
5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
6 SECTION 1. Section 37-13-163, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
7 anmended as foll ows:
8 37-13-163. Any teacher, adm nistrator, school council or
9 local school board in any public school district in this state
10 may: (a) post in a public school building, classroomor at any
11 school event or read fromany historical docunent or witing
12 relating to the founding of the United States of America or this
13 state, or both, notwi thstanding the fact that such naterials my
14 include religious quotations, references or illustrations, or (b)
15 use the Bible as a teaching aid, provided that it is not used to
16 advocate the practice of religion or any particular religious
17 relief. There shall be no content-based censorship of Anerican or
18 M ssissippi History, heritage or culture based on any religious or
19 other references contained in such docunents, witings or records.
20 SECTION 2. The school board of a local school district, in
21 its discretion, may authorize the schools in that district to
22 include in their curriculuma Bible class designed to teach
23 students about the Bible. The instruction in any Bible class
24 offered in the public schools nmay not advocate the practice of
25 religion or any particular religious belief. The participation of
26 students in any Bible class offered in the public schools nust be
27 voluntary.
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28 SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
29 and after July 1, 2000.
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