M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

OCO~NOUIARWNE

Smth (35th) To: Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1147

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 19-3-79, M SSI SSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
AUTHORI ZE VOTERS I N COUNTIES IN WHI CH LEGAL GAM NG | S CONDUCTED TO
PETI TI ON FOR AN ELECTI ON ON THE QUESTI ON OF CONTI NUI NG LEGAL
GAM NG | N SUCH COUNTY; TO PROVI DE THE MANNER | N WHI CH SUCH
ELECTI ON SHALL BE CONDUCTED; TO PROVI DE THAT LEGAL GAM NG SHALL BE
DI SCONTI NUED W THI N SI X MONTHS AFTER SUCH ELECTION IF A MAJORI TY
OF QUALI FI ED ELECTORS WHO VOTE | N SUCH ELECTI ON VOTE AGAI NST
CONTI NUI NG LEGAL GAM NG, TO PROVI DE THAT AN ELECTI ON ON THE
QUESTI ON OF CONTI NUI NG LEGAL GAM NG | N A COUNTY SHALL NOT BE
CONDUCTED UNTI L THE NEXT SUCCEEDI NG GENERAL ELECTI ON I N VWHI CH THE
ELECTI ON FOR PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES OCCURS; AND FOR
RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 19-3-79, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

19-3-79. (1) Any person, corporation or other legal entity
required to obtain a state gam ng license to conduct |egal gam ng
aboard a cruise vessel or vessel, as defined in Section 27-109-1,
as prescribed by the M ssissippi Gaming Control Act shall, before
applying for such license, provide the M ssissippi Gam ng
Commi ssion with a witten notice of intent to apply for a |icense.
The "notice of intent to apply for a gamng |license"” shall be on a
form prescribed by the executive director of the comm ssion and
shall state the county in which the intending |licensee desires to
conduct | egal gam ng aboard a cruise vessel or vessel, as the case
may be. Wthin ten (10) days after receipt of a notice of intent
to apply for a gam ng license, the conmm ssion shall require such
person, corporation or legal entity to publish the notice once
each week for three (3) consecutive weeks in a newspaper having
general circulation in the county in which the intending |icensee

desires to conduct |egal gam ng aboard a crui se vessel or vessel,
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as the case may be.

(2) If no petition as prescribed in subsection (3) of this
section is filed with the board of supervisors of the applicable
county within thirty (30) days after the date of the |ast
publication, the board of supervisors of such county shall adopt a
resolution stating that no petition was tinely filed and that
| egal gam ng may henceforth be conducted aboard crui se vessels or
vessels, as the case may be, in such county.

(3) If a petition signed by twenty percent (20% or fifteen
hundred (1500), whichever is less, of the registered voters of a
county in which a notice of intent to apply for a gam ng |license
is published is filed within thirty (30) days of the date of the
| ast publication with the circuit clerk of the applicable county,

t he board of supervisors of such county shall authorize the
circuit clerk to hold an election on the proposition of allow ng
| egal gaming to be conducted aboard crui se vessels or vessels, as
the case may be, in the county on the date upon which such an

el ection may be conducted under subsection (7). The referendum
shal | be advertised, held, conducted and the result thereof
canvassed in the manner provided by |aw for advertising, holding
and canvassi ng county el ecti ons.

(4) At such election, all qualified electors of such county
may vote. The ballots used at such election shall have printed
thereon a brief statenent of the purpose of the election and the
words "FOR LEGAL GAM NG ABOARD CRUI SE VESSELS (OR VESSELS) I N THE
COUNTY AS PRESCRI BED BY LAW" and "AGAI NST LEGAL GAM NG ABOARD
CRU SE VESSELS (OR VESSELS) IN THE COUNTY AS PRESCRI BED BY LAW ™"
The voter shall vote by placing a cross (x) or check (o) mark
opposite his choice on the proposition. |If a majority of the
qualified electors who vote in such election shall vote in favor
of allowing | egal gam ng to be conducted aboard cruise vessels or
vessels, as the case may be, then | egal gam ng nmay henceforth be
conduct ed aboard crui se vessels or vessels, as the case may be, in
the county. |If less than a majority of the qualified electors who
vote in such election shall vote in favor of allow ng | egal gam ng
to be conducted aboard crui se vessels or vessels, as the case nmay

be, in the county, then gam ng aboard crui se vessels or vessels,
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as the case may be, shall be prohibited in the county until such
time as a subsequent election, held according to the restrictions
specified in subsection (7), may authorize such |egal gam ng.
(5) In any county in which no petitionis tinely filed after

a notice of intent to apply for a gaming license is published, or

in which an election is held on the proposition of allow ng | egal
gam ng to be conducted aboard crui se vessels or vessels, as the
case nmay be, in the county and a majority of the qualified
el ectors who vote in such election vote in favor of allow ng | egal
gam ng to be conducted aboard crui se vessels or vessels, as the
case may be, in the county, no election shall * * * be held in

that county pursuant to subsection (8) this section on the

proposition of continuing to allow legal gam ng to be conducted

aboard crui se vessels or vessels, as the case may be, in that

county until the date of the next succeeding general election in

which the election for President of the United States occurs.

(6) Notw thstanding any provision of this section or
Sections 97-33-1, 97-33-7, 97-33-17, 97-33-25 and 97-33-27 to the
contrary, if an election is held pursuant to this section which
causes the conducting of gam ng aboard cruise vessels to be
prohibited in any county in which one or nore crui se vessels were
operating out of a port in the county on the effective date of
this chapter, the prohibition on the conducting of gam ng aboard
crui se vessels in that county shall not apply to the conducting of
| egal gam ng aboard any of those cruise vessels which were stil
operating out of a port in that county at the tine of the
el ecti on.

(7) 1If an election has been held on the issue of allow ng
| egal gam ng to be conducted aboard crui se vessels or vessels, as
the case may be, in a county, and the authority to conduct such
| egal gam ng has been denied by the electors of such county, then
a subsequent el ection on such issue may not be held until:

(a) The date of the next succeeding general election in
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which the election for President of the United States occurs; or
(b) In the case in which the authority to conduct such

| egal gam ng has been denied by the el ectors of such county at

el ections on three (3) different occasions, whether those

occasi ons be successive or not, the date of the next succeeding

general election occurring at |east eight (8) years after the | ast

of the three (3) occasions on which the electors denied the

authority to conduct such |egal gam ng.

(8) Upon petition filed by at | east twenty percent (20% or

fifteen hundred (1500), whichever is less, of the qualified

electors of a county in which | egal gam ng has been all owed, an

el ection shall be held on the question of whether |egal gan ng

shall continue in the county.

Thirty-days' notice of the election shall be given to the

qualified electors of the county, in the nanner prescribed by |aw,

upon the guestion of continuing | egal ganm ng aboard crui se vessels

or _vessels, as the case may be, in the county. Such notice shal

contain a statenment of the question to be voted on at the

el ection. Such election shall be held, as far as is practicabl e,

in the sane manner as other elections are held in counties. The

ballots to be used in the election shall have the foll owi ng words

printed thereon: "FOR CONTINU NG LEGAL GAM NG ABCARD CRUI SE

VESSELS (OR VESSELS) IN THE COUNTY," and "AGAI NST CONTI NU NG LEGAL

GAM NG ABOARD CRUI SE VESSELS (OR VESSELS) IN THE COUNTY." The

voter shall vote by placing a cross (x) or check (o) mark opposite

his choice on the proposition.

|f three-fifths (3/5) of the qualified electors who vote in

such el ection vote against continuing | eqal gan ng aboard crui se

vessels or vessels, as the case may be, in the county, |egal

gam ng shall be discontinued in the county within six (6) nonths

after such el ection. |f at such election, less than three-fifths

(3/5) of the qualified electors who vote in such election vote

agai nst _continuing | egal gam ng aboard crui se vessels or vessels,
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as the case may be, no election shall be held in that county on

t he proposition of continuing to allow | egal ganing to be

conduct ed aboard cruise vessels or vessels, as the case may be, in

that county until the date of the next succeeding general election

in which the election for President of the United States occurs.

SECTION 2. The Attorney General of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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