M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

OCO~NOUIARWNE

Smth (35th) To: Public Health and
Vel fare

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1143

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-20-8, M SSI SSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT EMPLOYEES OF CHI LD CARE FACI LI TIES SHALL BE ALLOWED
TO EXERCI SE OR PRACTI CE THEI R RELI G QUS FAI TH I N CONNECTI ON W TH
THE OPERATI ON OF THE FACI LI TY, | NCLUDI NG DETERM NI NG THE CONTENT
OF ANY CURRI CULUM TAUGHT OR USED AT THE FACILITY; TO PRCHI BIT THE
CH LD CARE FACI LI TY LI CENSI NG AGENCY FROM ADOPTI NG ANY RULE
REGULATI ON OR PCLI CY THAT WOULD LIM T, RESTRICT, DI SCRIM NATE
AGAI NST OR OTHERW SE AFFECT ANY CHI LD CARE FACI LI TY OR EMPLOYEE OF
A CH LD CARE FACILITY ON | SSUES OF THE EXERCI SE OR PRACTI CE OF
RELI G QUS FAI TH I N THE OPERATI ON OF THE FACI LI TY; TO AMEND SECTI ON
43-20-15, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY TO THE PRECEDI NG
PROVI SI ON; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 43-20-8, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-20-8. (1) The licensing agency shall have powers and
duties as set forth belowin addition to other duties prescribed
under this chapter:

(a) Promulgate rules and regul ations concerning the
licensing and regulation of child care facilities as defined
her ei n;

(b) Have the authority to issue, deny, suspend, revoke,
restrict or otherw se take disciplinary action against |icensees
as provided for in this chapter;

(c) Set and collect fees and penalties as provided for
in this chapter; and

(d) Have such other powers as nay be required to carry
out the provisions of this chapter.

(2) Enployees of child care facilities shall be allowed to

exercise or practice their religious faith in connection with the

operation of the facility, including determ ning the content of
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any curriculumtaught or used at the facility. The licensing

agency shall not adopt any rule, requlation or policy that would

limt, restrict, discrimnate against or otherwi se affect any

child care facility or enployee of a child care facility on issues

of the exercise or practice of religious faith in the operation of

the facility, including determ ning the content of any curricul um

taught or used at the facility.

(3) Child care facilities shall assure that parents have
wel conme access to the child care facility at all tines.

(4) Child care facilities shall require that current felony
conviction record information is obtained and that current sex
of fense crimnal history record information and child abuse
regi stry checks are obtained, as provided in Section 45-31-1 et
seqg., and that such crimnal record information and registry
checks are on file for any enployee or applicant for enploynent at
such child care facility. 1In order to determne the applicant's
suitability for enploynent, the applicant shall be fingerprinted.

If no disqualifying record is identified at the state |evel, the
fingerprints shall be forwarded by the Departnent of Public Safety
to the FBI for a national crimnal history record check

(5) The licensing agency shall require to be perforned a
felony conviction records check, a sex offense crimnal records
check and a child abuse registry check for any owner/operator of a
child care facility and any person living in a residence used for
child care. In order to determne the applicant's suitability for
enpl oynment, the applicant shall be fingerprinted. If no
disqualifying record is identified at the state |level, the
fingerprints shall be forwarded by the Departnent of Public Safety
to the FBI for a national crimnal history record check

SECTI ON 2. Section 43-20-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-20-15. The licensing agency shall make or cause to be
made i nspections relative to conpliance with the | aws and
regul ati ons governing the licensure of child care facilities. Such
i nspections shall be made at | east once a year but additional

i nspections may be nmade as often as deenmed necessary by the

licensing agency. 1n any inspection of a child care facility, the
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li censing agency shall not take any action that would limt,

restrict, discrimnate against or otherwise affect the facility or

any enpl oyee of the facility on issues of the exercise or practice

of religious faith in the operation of the facility, including

deternm ning the content of any curriculumtaught or used at the

facility.
SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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