M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Snowden To: Public Health and
Vel fare

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1130
(As Sent to Governor)

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-6-151, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,

2 TO CHANCGE THE TI TLE OF THE M SSI SSI PPl SUPPORT DOG ACT TO THE

3 M SSISSI PPl SUPPORT ANI MAL ACT; TO AMEND SECTI ON 43- 6- 155,

4 M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO ALLOW ALL ANI MALS SPECI FI CALLY

5 TRAINED TO ASSI ST DI SABLED PERSONS TO HAVE ACCESS TO PUBLI C

6 FACILITIES WTH CERTAI N LI M TATI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
8 SECTION 1. Section 43-6-151, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

9 anended as follows:

10 43-6-151. Sections 43-6-151 through 43-6-155 shall be known
11 as and may be cited as the "M ssissippi Support Aninmal Act."”

12 SECTI ON 2. Section 43-6-155, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

13 anended as foll ows:

14 43-6-155. (1) Any blind person, nobility inpaired person or
15 hearing inpaired person who uses a dog or other aninal

16 specifically trained as a guide, |eader, listener or for any other
17 assistance necessary to assist such blind, nobility inpaired or

18 hearing inpaired person in day-to-day activities shall be entitled
19 to the full and equal accomvpdati ons, advantages, facilities and
20 privileges of all public conveyances, hotels, |odging places,
21 businesses open to the public for the sale of any goods or
22 services and all places of public accommodati on, anmusenent, or
23 resort and other places to which the general public is invited,
24 and nmay take the dog or other animal into * * * conveyances and
25 places, subject only to the conditions and |imtations applicable
26 to all persons not so acconpani ed, except that:
27 (a) The dog or other animal shall not occupy a seat in
28 any public conveyance.
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(b) The dog or other animal shall be upon a | eash or

otherwi se sufficiently restrained in a nmanner appropriate for the

animal while using the facilities of a common carrier.

(2) Trainers of support dogs and other support aninmals shal

have the sane rights of accommobdati ons, advantages, facilities and
privileges with support animals-in-training as those provided to
blind, nobility inpaired or hearing inpaired persons with support
ani mal s under this section.

(3) No person shall deprive a blind, nobility
inmpaired, * * * hearing inpaired person, or a support aninal
trainer of any of the advantages, facilities or privileges
provided in this section, nor charge such blind, nobility inpaired
or hearing inpaired person or support animal trainer a fee or
charge for the use of the aninal.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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