M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: Scott (80th) To: Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1124

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 97-37-13, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,

2 TO PROVI DE THAT THE SALE OF WEAPONS TO M NORS SHALL BE A FELONY;

3 TO PROVIDE FOR A FI NE AND | VPRI SONMVENT FOR A VI OLATION OF TH S

4 ACT; TO AMEND SECTION 97-37-14, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO

5 PROVI DE PENALTIES FOR M NORS WHO POSSESS WEAPONS | LLEGALLY; AND

6 FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

7 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
8 SECTION 1. Section 97-37-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

9 anended as foll ows:

10 97-37-13. (1) It shall not be lawful for any person to

11 sell, give or lend to any * * * person intoxicated, knowing himto
12 be * * * in a state of intoxication, any deadly weapon, or other
13 weapon the carrying of which concealed is prohibited, or pistol

14 cartridge; and, on conviction thereof, he shall be punished by a
15 fine not nore than One Thousand Dol |l ars ($1, 000.00), or inprisoned
16 in the county jail not exceeding one (1) year, or both.

17 (2) It shall be unlawful for any person to sell, give or

18 lend to any nminor, know ng such person to be a minor, any deadly
19 weapon, or other weapon the carrying of which concealed is
20 prohibited, or pistol cartridge; and on conviction thereof, he
21 shall be guilty of a felony and shall be punished by a fine of not
22 less than One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) and inprisonnment not
23 less than five (5) years in the State Penitentiary.
24 SECTION 2. Section 97-37-14, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
25 anended as fol | ows:
26 97-37-14. (1) Except as otherw se provided in this section,
27 it is an act of delinquency for any person who has not attained
28 the age of eighteen (18) years knowi ngly to have any handgun or
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other firearmin such person's possession.

(2) This section shall not apply to:

(a) Any person who is:

(i) In attendance at a hunter's safety course or a
firearns safety course; or

(i1i) Engaging in practice in the use of a firearm
or target shooting at an established range authorized by the
governi ng body of the jurisdiction in which such range is |ocated
or any other area where the discharge of a firearmis not
prohi bi ted; or

(ti1) Engaging in an organi zed conpetition
involving the use of a firearm or participating in or practicing
for a performance by an organi zed group under 501(c)(3) as
determ ned by the federal internal revenue service which uses
firearns as a part of such performance; or

(iv) Hunting or trapping pursuant to a valid
|icense issued to such person by the Departnment of WIldlife,
Fi sheries and Parks or as otherw se allowed by |aw, or

(v) Traveling with any handgun in such person's
possessi on being unloaded to or fromany activity described in
subparagraph (i), (ii), (iii) or (iv) of this paragraph (a) and
par agr aph (b).

(b) Any person under the age of eighteen (18) years who
is on real property under the control of an adult and who has the
perm ssion of such adult to possess a handgun.

(3) This section shall not apply to any person who uses a
handgun or other firearmto lawfully defend hinself from i mm nent
danger at his hone or place of domcile and any such person shal
not be held crimnally liable for such use of a handgun or ot her
firearm

(4) For the purposes of this section, "handgun" neans a
pi stol, revolver or other firearm of any description, |oaded or
unl oaded, from which any shot, bullet or other mssile can be
di scharged, the length of the barrel of which, not including any
revol vi ng, detachabl e or magazi ne breech, is |less than sixteen
(16) inches.

(5) Any person under the age of eighteen (18) years who
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violates this section, upon conviction, shall performtwo hundred

(200) hours of community service within one (1) vear, shall have

his or her driver's license suspended for one (1) year and shal

be fined up to Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00). For a second

or subsequent offense such person shall have his or her driver's

| i cense suspended until they reach the age of eighteen (18) vyears

and shall pay a fine of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00).

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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