M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Peranich To: Universities and
Col | eges; Ways and
Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1108

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 75-76-34, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
TO AUTHORI ZE ANY STATE | NSTI TUTI ON OF H GHER LEARNI NG LOCATED IN A
COUNTY WHERE GAM NG | S LEGAL TO TEACH CERTAI N GAM NG- RELATED
COURSES | F THE GOVERNI NG AUTHORI TY OF THE STATE | NSTI TUTI ON OF
H GHER LEARNI NG APPROVES THE TEACHI NG OF EACH SUCH COURSE; TO
PROVI DE THAT IF A STATE I NSTI TUTI ON OF H GHER LEARNI NG HAS I TS
MAIN CAMPUS | N A COUNTY WHERE GAM NG IS NOT LEGAL AND A BRANCH
CAMPUS N A COUNTY WHERE GAM NG | S LEGAL, THE STATE | NSTI TUTI ON OF
H GHER LEARNI NG MAY TEACH GAM NG- RELATED COURSES ONLY AT THE
10 BRANCH CAMPUS I N THE COUNTY WHERE GAM NG | S LEGAL; TO PROVI DE THAT
11 I N CERTAI N CASES STATE I NSTI TUTI ONS OF HI GHER LEARNI NG OFFERI NG
12 GAM NG RELATED COURSES SHALL NOT BE SUBJECT TO REGULATI ON BY THE
13 M SSI SSI PPI GAM NG COW SSI QN; TO AMEND SECTI ONS 75-76-55 AND
14 37-101-13, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO CONFORM TO THE PROVI SI ONS
15 OF TH S ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

OCO~NOUIARWNE

16 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
17 SECTION 1. Section 75-76-34, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
18 anended as foll ows:

19 75-76-34. (1) Except as otherwi se provided in this section,

20 the M ssissippi Gaming Commission is authorized to regul ate al

21 schools or training institutions that teach or train gam ng

22 enpl oyees. Such schools shall only be |ocated in counties where
23 gaming is |legal aboard a cruise vessel or vessel or in counties
24 where cruise vessels were legally operating out of a port at the
25 tinme of passage of the M ssissippi Ganming Control Act pursuant to
26 Section 19-3-79. No such school shall be located on publicly

27 owned property unless the property is under the jurisdiction of

28 the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Hi gher Learning,

29 and except as otherw se authorized under this section, no public

30 school shall teach or train persons to be gam ng enpl oyees. Any

31 state institution of higher learning |located in such a county nay

32 teach certain gam ng-rel ated courses authorized under this section
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if the governing authority of the institution of higher |earning

approves the teaching of the course or courses. If a state

institution of higher learning has its nmain canpus in a county

where gaming is not legal and a branch canpus in a county where

ganing is legal, the institution of higher |earning my teach

ganm ng-rel ated courses only at the branch canpus in the county

where ganmng is legal. The gaming activities of schools or

training institutions regulated by the conm ssion and those

excepted fromsuch requlation or partially requl ated shall be

deened to be legal under the laws of the State of M ssissippi.
Any person desiring to operate a school or training institution
must file a license application with the executive director to be
| icensed by the conm ssion.

(2) The conm ssion nay adopt regulations it deenms necessary

to regulate schools and training institutions other than state

institutions of higher |earning. These regulations shall include,
without Iimting the general powers of the comm ssion, * * * the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Prescribing the method and form of application
whi ch any applicant for a school or training institution nust
foll ow and conpl ete before consideration of his application by the
executive director or conm ssion.

(b) Prescribing the information to be furnished by the
applicant relating to his enpl oyees.

(c) Requiring fingerprinting of the applicant,
enpl oyees and students of the school or institution or other
met hods of identification and the forwarding of all fingerprints
taken pursuant to regul ation of the Federal Bureau of
| nvesti gati on.

(d) Requiring any applicant to pay all or part of the
fees and costs of investigation of the applicant as may be
determ ned by the comm ssion.

(e) Prescribing the manner and net hod of collection and
paynment of fees and costs and issuance of |icenses to schools or
training institutions.

(f) Prescribing under what conditions a |icensee

aut hori zed by this section may be deened subject to revocation or
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suspensi on of his license.

(g) Defining the curriculumof the school or training
institution, the ganmes and devices permtted, the use of tokens
only for instruction purposes, and the nmethod of operation of
ganmes and devi ces.

(h) Requiring the applicant to submt its |location of
the school or training institution, which shall be at |east four
hundred (400) feet from any church, school, kindergarten or
funeral hone. However, within an area zoned comercial or
busi ness, the m ni num di stance shall not be |ess than one hundred
(100) feet.

(1) Requiring that all enployees and students of the
school or training institution be at |east twenty-one (21) years
of age and be a resident of the State of M ssi ssippi.

(j) Requiring all enployees and students of the school
or training institution to wear identification cards issued by the
commi ssion while on the prem ses of the school or training
institution.

(k) Requiring the comm ssion to investigate each
applicant, enployee and student and determ ne that the individual
does not fall within any one (1) of the follow ng categories:

(1) Is under indictnent for, or has been convicted
in any court of, a felony;

(i) Is a fugitive fromjustice;

(tii) Is an unlawful user of any controlled
substance, is addicted to any controll ed substance or al coholic
beverage, or is an habitual drunkard;

(iv) 1Is a nental defective, has been conmtted to
a nmental institution, or has been voluntarily commtted to a
mental institution on nore than one (1) occasion;

(v) Has been discharged fromthe Arned Forces
under di shonorabl e conditions; or

(vi) Has been found at any tinme by the executive
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director or conm ssion to have falsified any information.

(3) Subject to the provisions of subsection (1) of this

section, state institutions of higher |learning nay offer credited

courses in casino nanagenent, auditing and security in fulfill ment

of a degree in general business managenent, hotel and notel

managenent, food and beverage nanagenent, accounting, and crim nal

justice. State institutions of higher |earning are not subject to

requl ation by the conmmission for the purposes of this subsection.

(4) Subject to the provisions of subsection (1) of this

section, state institutions of higher |earning nmay offer courses

related to casino hospitality services, cage and count operations,

and sl ot nmchi ne nai ntenance. Slot nmamintenance training nmay be

perforned only on equi pmrent approved by the conm ssion for

training purposes only. State institutions of higher |earning are

not subject to requlation by the comm ssion for the purposes of

this subsection

SECTION 2. Section 75-76-55, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

75-76-55. (1) Except as otherw se provided in Section

75-76-34, it is unlawful for any person, either as owner, |essee

or enpl oyee, whether for hire or not, either solely or in
conjunction with others, without having first procured and
thereafter maintaining in effect a state gam ng |icense:

(a) To deal, operate, carry on, conduct, naintain or
expose for play in the State of M ssissippi any ganbling gane,
including without Iimtation any gam ng device, slot nachine, race
book, or sports pool;

(b) To provide or maintain any information service the
primary purpose of which is to aid the placing or making of wagers
on events of any kind; or

(c) To receive, directly or indirectly, any
conpensation or reward or any percentage or share of the noney or

property played, for keeping, running or carrying on any ganbling
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ganme, including without limtation any slot machi ne, gam ng
devi ce, race book or sports pool.

(2) Except as otherwi se provided in Section 75-76-34, it is

unl awful for any person knowingly to permt any ganbling gane,
including without Iimtation any slot nmachine, gam ng device, race
book or sports pool to be conducted, operated, dealt or carried on
in any house or building or other prem ses owned by him in whole
or in part, by a person who is not |icensed pursuant to this
chapter or by his enpl oyee.

SECTION 3. Section 37-101-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

37-101-13. It shall be the duty of the Board of Trustees of
State Institutions of H gher Learning to begin imedi ately a
conprehensi ve study of the role and scope of all of the various
institutions under its jurisdiction, including a detailed study of
t he prograns of study, degrees and courses offered. Follow ng the
conpl eti on of such study, the board shall nmake such adjustnents as
may be found to be necessary in the prograns of the various
institutions, to the end that the broadest possible educati onal
opportunities shall be offered to the citizens of this state

wi t hout inefficient and needl ess duplication. Subject to the

provi sions of Section 75-76-34, the board shall, through such

of ficers of the board and through such procedures as it shall see
fit to establish, exercise continuing jurisdiction and control
over the establishnment of new courses of study, new departnents
and new functions and activities in each institution so that the
growt h and devel opnent of the program of higher education in the
state shall proceed in an orderly and rational manner, inefficient
and needl ess duplication nmay be avoi ded, and new expanded prograns
wi |l be undertaken only as the sane may becone justified, based
upon objective criteria to be established by the board. 1In
carrying out the purposes of this section, particular attention

shall be given to the extension prograns of the various
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institutions. The board, in conjunction with the chancell or and
presidents of the institutions of higher |earning, shall take such
steps as may be necessary to inprove and coordi nate such prograns
and shall exercise such direct control over the establishnent,
organi zati on, operation and granting of credit for such prograns
as may be necessary to acconplish such purposes.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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