M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Smith (35th) To: Public Health and
Vel fare

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1097

AN ACT CREATE THE FAM LY | MPACT STUDY LAW TO REQUI RE STATE
AGENCI ES TO ASSESS THE | MPACT OF PROPOSED AGENCY ACTI ONS ON FAM LY
VELL- BEI NG AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SS| PPI :

SECTION 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the

"Fam |y I npact Study Law. "
SECTION 2. For the purposes of this act, the term"fam|ly"

nmeans:

O (o0} ~ » (3] H WN -

(a) A group of individuals related by blood, marriage
10 or adoption who |ive together as a single household; and

11 (b) Any individual who is not a nmenber of that group,
12 but who is related by blood, marriage or adoption to a nmenber of
13 that group, and who receives over half of his or her support in a
14 cal endar year fromthat group

15 SECTION 3. Before inplenenting policies or regulations that

16 may affect famly well-being, each agency of the state shal

17 assess that action to determ ne whether:

18 (a) The action strengthens or erodes the stability of
19 the famly and the marital conmtnent;

20 (b) The action strengthens or erodes the authority and
21 rights of parents in the education, nurture and supervision of

22 their children;

23 (c) The action helps the famly performits functions
24 or substitutes governnmental activity for those functions;

25 (d) The action increases or decreases disposable famly

26 i ncone;
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(e) The proposed benefits of the action justify the
financial inpact on the famly;
(f) The action nmay be carried out by the famly; and
(g) The action establishes an inplicit or explicit
policy concerning:
(1) The status of the famly; and
(ii) The relationship between the behavior and
personal responsibility of youth and the norns of society.

SECTION 4. (1) The executive officer of each state agency

shal | :

(a) Submit a witten certification to the Executive
Director of the Departnent of Finance and Adm nistration that a
proposed policy or regulation of the agency has been assessed in
accordance with Section 1 of this act; and

(b) Provide an adequate rationale for the
i npl enent ati on of each proposed policy or regulation that may
negatively affect famly well -being.

(2) It shall be the duty of the Executive Director of the

Depart ment of Finance and Adm nistration to:

(a) Ensure that policies and regul ati ons proposed by an
agency are inplenented consistent with this act; and

(b) Conpile, index and submt annually to the
Legislature the witten certification received under to subsection
(1)(a) of this section

SECTION 5. The Executive Director of the Departnent of

Fi nance and Adm nistration shall:

(a) Assess proposed policies and regul ations of state
agencies in accordance with this act;

(b) Provide evaluations of policies and regul ations
that may affect famly well-being to the Legislature; and

(c) Advise the Governor on policy and regul atory
actions that may be taken to strengthen the institutions of

marriage and famly in the state.
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SECTION 6. Upon the request of a nenber of the Legislature
relating to a proposed policy or regulation, an agency shal
conduct an assessnment of that policy or regulation in accordance
with Section 1 of this act and also shall provide a certification
and rationale in accordance with Section 2 of this act.

SECTION 7. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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