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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1070

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF ANY LOCAL SCHOOL
DI STRICT TO ESTABLI SH A STUDENT UNI FORM PCLI CY WH CH MAY BE
| MPLEMENTED BY ANY PUBLI C SCHOOL W THI N THE DI STRI CT; TO PRESCRI BE
THE MANNER AND PROCEDURE OF THE ADOPTI ON OF SUCH PQOLI CY; TO PLACE
RESTRI CT1 ONS AND CONDI TI ONS ON THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF SUCH PQOLI CY
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) The board of trustees of any |ocal school

district, inits discretion, nmay establish a student uniform
policy which may be inplenented by any school within the district
in accordance with the provisions of this act.

(2) The principal, an adm nistrator or any faculty nenber or
menbers of any school within a school district, or the parent or
parents of any student enrolled in a school within the district,
may request the board of trustees of the school district to
conduct a survey to determine the interest that educators and
parents of students in the district may have in devel oping a
policy for the establishment of student uniforms. |[If such survey
is requested, the school board shall prepare a questionnaire and
circulate it anong all parents of students in the district and al
students in the district who are at | east eighteen (18) years of
age. |If the results of the survey favor devel opnment of a student
uni form policy, the school board shall appoint a conmttee
consi sting of school adm nistrators, teachers, parents and
students within the district to assist the school board in
devel oping the policy, with each school within the district having
at | east one (1) representative on the commttee.

(3) The conmttee appointed under subsection (2) of this
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section shall develop its recomrendations with regard to a uniform
policy based upon the results of the survey conducted under
subsection (2) of this section, research and | ocal preferences.
The recommendations of the committee shall address:

(a) The colors, styles and types of clothing suitable
for unifornmns;

(b) Whether unifornms should be designed for use by
students on a district-w de basis, a school -by-school basis or a
grade-1 evel basis;

(c) The timetable for inplenenting the uniform policy,
whi ch may not be sooner than six (6) nonths after appointnent of
the commttee;

(d) The extent to which the uniformpolicy should apply
to adm nistrators and staff;

(e) The extent, if any, to which assistance should be
given to students from econom cally di sadvantaged famlies; and

(f) Wether the wearing of uniforns should be voluntary
or mandatory.

(4) |If the commttee recommends that uniforns be mandatory,
then the uniform policy nust:

(a) Take into account the religious and noral beliefs
of parents and allow for the free expression of political,
phi | osophi cal and religious beliefs of students;

(b) Explicitly define the manner and procedure for
enforcenment of the policy; and

(c) Include one (1) of the follow ng options:

(i) Conpliance by students eighteen (18) years of
age or ol der shall be voluntary;

(i1i) A student's parents, regardl ess of the age of
the student, may exenpt their child fromthe policy by filing a
witten request for exenption with the adm nistrator of the school
where the student attends; or

(ti1) At least one (1) school in the district
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shal | be designated as "uniformfree"” and any parent opposed to
wearing of uniforns by his or her child shall be allowed to enrol
his or her child in that school. The school district shal
consider this option when planning teacher assignnents, bus routes
and simlar organizational structure of the schools in the
district.

(5) Upon subm ssion of the recomendati ons of the conmttee
to the school board, the school board shall distribute a proposed
draft of the uniformpolicy to the parents and students in the
district for approval or disapproval of the policy. Each famly
having a student who attends a public school in the school
district shall have one (1) vote. The proposed uniform policy may
be adopted only upon approval by at |least two-thirds (2/3) of such
famlies; however, the board of trustees of the school district
shal | have final approval of any school uniform policy before its
i npl enentation. |If a school uniformpolicy is adopted, the policy
shal | be reconsi dered each year by the school board.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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