M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: Conpretta To: Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 1034

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-19-47, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972,
2 TO AUTHORI ZE THE | SSUANCE OF PERSONALI ZED ANTI QUE MOTOR VEHI CLE
3 LICENSE PLATES IN LI EU OF SPECI AL ANTI QUE MOTOR VEHI CLE LI CENSE
4 PLATES; TO PRESCRI BE AN ADDI TI ONAL FEE FOR THE | SSUANCE OF SUCH
5 LI CENSE PLATES; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.
6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
7 SECTION 1. Section 27-19-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
8 anended as follows:[JWB1]
9 27-19-47. (1) Any citizen of the State of M ssissippi who
10 owns a registered antique autonobile may apply to the tax
11 collector in the county of his | egal residence, on forns
12 prescribed by the State Tax Conmm ssion, for an antique autonobile
13 license plate to be displayed on such anti que autonobile. Such
14 license plate may be either (a) a special antique autonobile
15 license plate issued under subsection (2) of this section, or (b)
16 a _personalized antique autonobile |license plate issued under
17 subsection (3) of this section. For the purposes of this section,
18 notor vehicles manufactured nore than twenty-five (25) years ago
19 shall hereafter be classified as antique autonobil es.
20 (2) (a) Upon receipt of an application for a speci al
21 antique autonobile license plate, on a form prescribed by the
22 conm ssion, and upon paynent of the fee as prescribed in paragraph
23 (c) of this subsection, the tax collector shall issue to such
24 applicant a special antique autonobile |icense plate on a
25 permanent basis, and it shall bear no date, but shall bear the
26 inscription "Antique Car-M ssissippi” and shall be valid w thout
27 renewal as long as the autonobile is in existence. This special
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license plate shall be issued for the applicant's use only for

such autonpbile and it shall be issued on a permanent basis

Wi t hout renewal . In the event of a transfer of title, the owner

shal | surrender the special license plate to the tax collector.
(b) Such special antique autonobile |icense plate shal
be issued in lieu of, and shall have the sane | egal significance
as, ordinary registration plates.
(c) Inlieu of the annual license tax and registration
fees levied under Mssissippi |aw, a special license tax fee shal

be |l evied on the operation of antique autonobiles for which a

special antique autonpbile license plate is issued under this

subsection (2) or for which a personalized anti que autonobile

license plate is issued under subsection (3) of this section. The

fee * * * shall be a one-tine fee of Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00)

* *x *  The fee, less five percent (5% thereof to be retained by
the county tax collector, shall be remtted to the State Tax

Comm ssion on a nonthly basis as prescribed by the conm ssion.

The portion of the additional fee retained by the tax coll ector
shal | be deposited into the county general fund. The portion of
the fee remtted to the Tax Conm ssion shall be deposited into the
State Treasury on the day it is received and shall be deposited by
the State Treasurer into the State Ceneral Fund.

(3) (@) Any person who qualifies for the issuance of an

antigue autonobile license plate under subsection (1) of this

section, in his discretion, may be issued a personalized antigue

autonpbile license plate under this section in lieu of a special

antigue autonobile license plate under subsection (2) of this

section. Such personalized antique autonobile |icense plate shal

be issued in lieu of, and shall have the sane | egal significance

as, ordinary registration plates. Upon receipt of an application

for a personalized antigque autonobile license plate, on a form

prescribed by the conmmi ssion, and upon paynent of an additi onal

fee in the amount provided in paragraph (c) of this subsection

(3), the tax collector shall issue to the applicant a personalized

anti gue autonobile license plate of the sane col or and design as

speci al antique autonpbile |license plates issued under subsection

(2) of this section except that the license plate shall consist of
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not nore than seven (7) letters of the al phabet or seven (7)

nunbers in lieu of the license tag nunmbering system prescribed by

law. The purchaser of the personalized anti gue autonobile |license

pl ate nmay choose the conbi nation of such letters or nunbers, but

no two (2) notor vehicles shall have the sane conbi nati on of

|l etters or nunbers. In the event that the sane conbi nati on of

| etters has been chosen by two (2) or nore purchasers, the State

Tax Conmi ssion shall assign a different nunmber to each such

pur chaser which shall appear on the license tag follow ng the

conbi nation of letters; however, the conbination shall not exceed

seven (7) letters and/or nunbers. The conbination of letters

and/ or nunbers witten across the license tag shall be

sufficiently large to be easily read but shall not be | ess than

three (3) inches in height. No conbination of letters or nunbers

whi ch conprise words or expressions that are consi dered obscene,

slandering, insulting or vulgar in ordinary usage shall be

permtted, with the Chairnan of the State Tax Conm Ssi on havi ng

the responsibility of making such determ nation. | f, however,

such license plate is issued in error or otherwise and is

determ ned by the chairman to be obscene, sl anderous, insulting,

vul gar or offensive, the chairman shall notify such owner that the

li cense plate nust be surrendered and that another personalized

anti gue autonobile license plate may be sel ected by himand i ssued

at no cost. Should the vehicle owner not desire another

personali zed anti que autonpbile license plate, the fee for such

pl ate shall be refunded. |f the owner fails to surrender the

|icense plate after receiving proper notification, the chairmn

shall issue an order directing that the license plate be seized by

agents of the State Tax Conm ssion or any other duly authorized

| aw enf orcenent personnel. If such owner is aqqgrieved by this

deternination, the appeal procedure and the provisions provided in

Section 27-19-337 shall be foll owed.

(b) Application for the personalized anti gue autonobile
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license plate shall be nmade to the county tax collector on forns

prescribed by the State Tax Conmi ssion. The application form

shall contain space for the applicant to make five (5) different

choices for the conbination of the letters and nunbers in the

order in which said conbination is desired by the applicant. The

application and the additional fee, less five percent (5% thereof

to be retained by the tax collector, shall be renmtted to the

State Tax Comm ssion within seven (7) days of the date the

application is made. The portion of the additional fee retained

by the tax collector shall be deposited into the county general

f und.

(c) Beqginning with any registration year conmenci ng on

or after July 1, 2000, any person applying for a personalized

antigue autonobile license plate shall pay an additional fee which

shall be in addition to the fee prescribed in subsection (2)(c) of

this section. The additional fee of Fifty Dollars ($50.00) is due

and payable at the tine the original application is nmade for a

personali zed anti que autonpbile license plate and thereafter

annually as long as the owner retains the personalized antigue

autonpbile license plate. |f the owner does not wish to retain

such personalized tag, he nust surrender it to the |ocal county

tax collector. The additional fees collected fromthe i ssuance of

such license tags shall be collected by the county tax coll ector

and renmitted to the State Tax Conmi ssion for deposit to the State

CGeneral Fund on a nonthly basis as prescribed by the conm ssion.

(d) The tax collector shall issue up to tw (2) license

decals for a personalized antique autonpbile license plate issued

under this subsection, which will expire one (1) vear fromthe

date of original issuance of the personalized anti que autonobil e

| icense plate.

(e) The applicant shall receive a refund of the fee

paid for a personalized antique autonobile license plate if the

personali zed anti que autonpbile license plate is not issued to him
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because the conbination of letters and nunbers requested to be

pl aced thereon is not available for any reason.

(4) Special antique autonpbile license plates and

personali zed anti que autonpbile license plates issued under this

section shall be exenpt fromall ad valoremtaxes levied by * * *
state, nunicipal, county and other taxing districts.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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