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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1029

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE LOCAL SCHOOL DI STRI CTS TO | NCLUDE AN
ACADEM C Bl BLE COURSE I N THEI R CURRI CULUM AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SS| PPI :

SECTION 1. The school board of a local school district, in

its discretion, may authorize the schools in that district to
include in their curriculuman academ c Bi bl e course designed to

teach students about the Bible. The instruction in any Bible
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course offered in the public schools nust be objective,

10 nonjudgnental, academ c, neutral, balanced and fair and may not be
11 sectarian, proselytizing or advocating the practice of religion or
12 any particular religious belief. School districts authorizing a
13 Bible course shall take such steps as nay be necessary to ensure
14 that teachers of the Bible course understand the distinction

15 between advocacy, proselytizing and the practice of religion and
16 teaching about the Bible in an objective, nonjudgnental, academ c,
17 neutral, balanced and fair manner. The participation of students
18 in any academ c Bible course offered in the public schools nust be
19 voluntary.

20 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
21 and after July 1, 2000.

H B. No. 1029
00\ HR40\ R1132
PAGE 1



