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HOUSE BI LL NO. 1028

AN ACT TO CREATE A STUDY COWM TTEE ON DEREGULATI NG THE
ELECTRI C UTILITY I NDUSTRY IN M SSI SSI PPI; TO DI RECT THE COW TTEE
TO MAKE A VWRI TTEN REPORT OF I TS FI NDI NGS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS
BEFORE DECEMBER 1, 2000; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

WHEREAS, electricity is a necessity for all individuals,

i ndustries, businesses and nunicipalities in the State of
M ssi ssi ppi; and

WHEREAS, the generation and transm ssion of electric power
and the sale and distribution of electricity to consuners within
the state are affected by the public interest; and

WHEREAS, markets for electricity are changing nationally and
appear to be noving toward increased conpetition; and

VWHEREAS, there is a need for careful consideration of al
i ssues involving custoner choice and the potential deregul ation
of , and conpetition in, the electric utility industry and the
systemof electric utility regulations: NOW THEREFORE

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. (1) There is created a Study Commttee on

Deregulating the Electric Uility Industry in Mssissippi to study
and make recommendations to the Legislature on all aspects of
deregul ating or restructuring the electric utility industry in the
State of Mssissippi. The conmttee shall make a report of its
findings and recommendations to the Legislature before Decenber 1
2000.

(2) The study committee shall be conposed of the follow ng
thirty-two (32) menbers:

(a) The Chairnen of the House Public Utilities,
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Appropriations and Ways and Means Committ ees;

(b) Three (3) nmenbers of the House of Representatives
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House, or their designees fromthe
House menber shi p;

(c) The Chairnen of the Senate Public Uilities,
Appropriations, Finance and Econom c Devel opnent, Tourism and
Parks Committees;

(d) Two (2) menmbers of the Senate appointed by the
Li eut enant Governor, or their designees fromthe Senate
menber shi p;

(e) The Governor or his designee;

(f) A nenber of the Public Service Comm ssion or his
designee fromthe staff of the Public Service Conmm ssion;

(g) The Executive Director of the Public Uilities
Staff or his designee fromthe Public Uilities Staff;

(h) The Chairman of the State Tax Conmm ssion or his
designee fromthe staff of the State Tax Comm ssion;

(i) The Attorney General or his designee fromwthin
the O fice of the Attorney General;

(j) The President of M ssissippi Power Conpany or his
desi gnee fromw thin the conpany;

(k) The President of Entergy M ssissippi, Inc., or her
desi gnee fromw thin the conpany;

(1) A representative of an electric power association
in Mssissippi appointed by the Electric Power Associations of
M ssi ssi ppi ;

(m A representative of a nunicipal public utility
providing electricity services appointed by the Minicipal Energy
Agency of M ssi ssi ppi;

(n) A representative of the Tennessee Valley Authority;

(o) The President of M ssissippi Valley Gas Conpany or
hi s designee fromw thin the conpany;

(p) A representative of the M ssissippi Manufacturers
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Associ ati on;

(q) Three (3) residential consuners of electricity from
rural areas of the state, one (1) each appointed by the Governor,
Li eut enant Governor and Speaker of the House;

(r) Three (3) residential consuners of electricity from
urban areas of the state, one (1) each appointed by the Governor,
Li eut enant Governor and Speaker of the House;

(s) A representative of an advocacy group in
M ssissippi which is for retail conpetition in the electric
utility industry appointed by the Speaker of the House; and

(t) A representative of an advocacy group in
M ssi ssippi which is against retail conpetition in the electric
utility industry appointed by Lieutenant Governor.

I n meki ng their appointnments, the Governor, Lieutenant
Governor and Speaker of the House shall endeavor to achieve a
di verse representation, with all soci oeconom ¢ popul ati ons and
geographi cal areas of the state being represented on the
conmittee.

(3) If any chairman of a legislative conmttee serving on
the study conmttee is unable to attend any neeting of the
commttee, the vice chairman of the respective conmttee may
attend and vote at such neeting. Appointnments shall be nmade
within thirty (30) days after passage of this act. Wthin fifteen
(15) days thereafter, on a day to be designated jointly by the
Speaker of the House and the Lieutenant Governor, the study
commttee shall neet and organi ze by selecting fromits nenbership
a chairman and vice chairman. The vice chairman shall serve as
secretary and shall be responsible for keeping all records of the
study committee. A mpjority of the nenbers of the study committee
shall constitute a quorum In the selection of its officers and
t he adoption of rules, resolutions and reports, an affirmative
vote of a mpjority of the study conmmttee is required. Al

menbers shall be notified in witing of all neetings, and such
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notices nust be nailed at |east five (5) days before the date on
which a neeting is to be held.

(4) For attending neetings of the study commttee, nenbers
who are not |egislators shall be conpensated at the per diemrate
aut hori zed by Section 25-3-69, M ssissippi Code of 1972, and shal
be rei mbursed in accordance with Section 25-3-41, M ssissippi Code
of 1972, for mleage and actual expenses incurred in attending
neetings of the conmttee. Each |egislative nenber of the
commttee shall be paid fromthe contingent expense fund of his
respective house per diemin the anmount authorized by Section
25- 3-69, M ssissippi Code of 1972, and a m | eage all owance and an
expense allowance in the anmount authorized by Section 5-1-47,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972. However, no per diem mleage allowance
or expense all owance may be paid for attending neetings of the
committee while the Legislature is in session, and no per diem

m | eage al |l owance or expense all owance may be paid w thout prior
approval of the proper conmittee in the nmenber's respective house.
Any nenber who is also a state enpl oyee shall not be eligible to
recei ve per diem conpensation. No study conmittee nmenber may i ncur
per diem travel or other expenses unless previously authorized by
vote, at a neeting of the study commttee, which action nust be
recorded in the official mnutes of the neeting. Nonlegislative
menbers may be paid fromany funds nade available to the study
commttee for that purpose.

(5) The study commttee may enpl oy consultants or staff and
may utilize clerical and |legal staff enployed by the Public
Uilities Staff, the Ofice of the Governor, the Legislature and
any other staff assistance nade available to it.

(6) Funding for the study conmittee may be provided from any
funds that may be appropriated by the Legislature for the expenses
of the study commttee. The study committee may accept noney from
any source, public or private, to be expended in inplenenting its

duti es under this act.
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(7) Upon presentation of i
before the 2001 Regul ar Sessi on,
di ssol ved.

SECTION 2. This act shal

and after its passage.
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take effect and be in force from



