M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: MBride, Mdak To: Judiciary B

HOUSE BI LL NO. 995

1 AN ACT TO CREATE THE CRI ME OF FALSE REPORTI NG OF A CRI ME AND
2 PRESCRI BE PENALTI ES THEREFOR, TO AMEND SECTI ON 19-5-317

3 MSSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, I N CONFORM TY THERETO, AND FOR RELATED
4 PURPCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
6 SECTION 1. It shall be unlawful for any person to report a
7 crime or any elenent of a crine to any | aw enforcenment officer or
8 any officer of any court or any other official responsible for

9 receiving reports or crime, by any means, knowi ng that such report
10 is false. Any violation of this section where the falsely

11 reported crine woul d have been a m sdeneanor, shall be punishabl e
12 as a m sdeneanor by inprisonnment in the county jail not to exceed
13 six (6) nonths or by fine not to exceed One Thousand Dol | ars

14 ($1,000.00), or both. Any violation of this section where the

15 falsely reported crinme would have been a felony, shall be

16 punishable as a felony, by inprisonnent in the State Penitentiary
17 for no nore than three (3) years or by fine not to exceed Five

18 Thousand Dol | ars ($5, 000.00), or both.

19 SECTION 2. Section 19-5-317, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
20 anended as fol | ows:
21 19-5-317. (1) Wien there is not an energency, no person
22 shall nake a tel ephone call to an energency tel ephone service and
23 knowingly or intentionally:
24 (a) Renmain silent;
25 (b) Make abusive or harassing statenents to an
26 energency tel ephone service enpl oyee;
27 (c) Report the existence of an enmergency; or
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(d) Falsely report a crine.

(2) No person shall knowingly permt a tel ephone under his
control to be used by another person in a manner described in
subsection (1) of this section.

(3) Conviction of a first offense under this section is
puni shable by a fine not to exceed Five Thousand Dol | ars
($5,000.00) or by inprisonment for a period of time not to exceed
one (1) year, or by both such fine and inprisonnent. Conviction
of any subsequent offense under this section is punishable by a
fine not to exceed Ten Thousand Dol |l ars ($10, 000. 00) or by
i mprisonnment for a period of tine not to exceed three (3) years,
or by both such fine and inprisonment.

(4) For the purpose of this section, "energency tel ephone
service" shall nean a service established under Section 19-5-301
et seq., M ssissippi Code of 1972, or established under the
provi sions of a local and private act enacted prior to October 20,
1987.

(5) The penalty provided for in this section shall be in

addition to the penalty provided in Section 97-35-47.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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