M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

N
RPOOO~NOUIRARWNE

W NN NN NN NDNDNNDNR P P B B R R R
O © ® ~N o U1 A W N P O © 0 ~N O O M W N

Conpretta To: Public Uilities

HOUSE BI LL NO. 988

AN ACT TO CREATE A NEW SECTI ON TO BE CODI FI ED AS SECTI ON
19-5-178, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE THE BOARD OF
COW SSI ONERS OF A DI STRI CT CREATED UNDER SECTI ONS 19-5- 151
THROUGH 19-5-207, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO EXPAND THE SERVI CES
PROVI DED BY THE DI STRI CT; TO REQUI RE THE BOARD OF COWM SSI ONERS TO
ADOPT AND SUBM T A RESCLUTI ON TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVI SORS
REQUESTI NG THE EXPANSI ON; TO PROVI DE FOR NOTI CE AND HEARI NG
REGARDI NG THE RESOLUTI ON; TO PROVI DE FOR AN ELECTI ON ON THE
QUESTI ON ON WHETHER TO EXPAND THE SERVI CES OF THE DI STRICT, IF
REQUESTED; TO PROVI DE FOR AN APPEAL OF THE DECI SI ON OF THE BOARD
OF SUPERVI SORS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section
19-5-178, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

19-5-178. (1) Any district created under Sections 19-5-151
t hrough 19-5-207 may expand the type of services within the scope
of the authority given to any district under Sections 19-5-151
t hrough 19-5-207 in the foll ow ng manner:

(a) The board of conm ssioners shall adopt a resolution
for the expansion of the services of the district and shall submt
that resolution to the board of supervisors of the county. The
resolution shall include: (i) a statenent of the necessity for
t he expanded service or services to be supplied by the district;
(ii) the proposed new corporate nanme for the district; (iii) an
estimate of the cost of the acquisition or construction of any
additional facilities to be operated by the district, which
estimate, however, shall not serve as a limtation upon the
financing of inprovenents or extensions to the facilities; (iv) a
statenent of whether or not the board of supervisors of the county

shal | exercise the authority to levy the tax outlined in Section
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19-5-189, to defray the costs of additional services; and (v) a
statenent of whether or not the board of supervisors of the county
shal | exercise the authority to nake assessnents as outlined in
Section 19-5-191 to defray the costs of additional services. The
board of conm ssioners shall not propose to extend the boundaries
of the district in a resolution for expansion of the types of

servi ces.

(b) Upon the filing of the resolution with the board of
supervi sors, the board of supervisors shall publish a notice of
recei pt of the resolution and shall include the information
contained in the resolution of the board of conm ssioners. The
notice shall be published in a newspaper having a general
circulation within the district once a week for at |east three (3)
consecutive weeks. The board of supervisors may hold a public
hearing on the matter of whether to authorize the expansion of
services of the district. |If the board of supervisors holds a
public hearing on that matter, the clerk of the board of
supervi sors shall publish notice of the hearing in the manner
provided in Section 19-5-155.

(c) If within fifteen (15) days followi ng the |ast date
of publication in the newspaper, twenty percent (20%, or one
hundred fifty (150), whichever is the lesser, of the qualified
el ectors of the district, file a witten petition with the board
of supervisors protesting against the expansion of services of the
district, the board of supervisors shall call an election on the
guestion of the expansion of services of the district. The
el ection shall be held and conducted by the el ection comm ssioners
of the county as nearly as nay be practicable in accordance with
the | aws governi ng general elections, and the el ection
commi ssioners shall determ ne which of the qualified electors of
the county reside within the district, and only those qualified
el ectors shall be entitled to vote in the election. Notice of the
el ection setting forth the time, place or places and the purpose
of the election, shall be published by the clerk of the board of
supervisors for the time and in the manner provided in Section
19-5-155 for the publication of the resolution of intention. The

ballots to be prepared for and used at the election shall be in
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substantially the follow ng form

"FOR EXPANSI ON OF SERVI CES OF DI STRICT ( )

AGAI NST EXPANSI ON OF SERVI CES OF DISTRICT ( )"

and voters shall vote by placing a cross mark (x) or check mark
(a) opposite their choi ce.

(d) If no petition requiring an election is filed or if
three-fifths (3/5) of those voting in the election provided in
this section vote in favor of the expansion of services of the
district, the board of supervisors shall adopt a resol ution
aut hori zing the expansi on of services of the district.

(e) If the board of supervisors adopts a resol ution
aut hori zi ng the expansi on of services of the district, the board
of comm ssioners of the original district shall continue to serve
as the board of comm ssioners of the newy authorized district,
unl ess otherw se specified in the resolution of the board of
conmm ssi oners adopted under subsection (1)(a) of this section and
aut hori zed by the board of supervisors under subsection (1)(d) of
this section.

(2) Al costs incident to conpliance with this section shal
be borne by the board of comm ssioners of the district.

(3) Any party having an interest in the subject matter and
aggrieved or prejudiced by the findings and adjudi cation of the
board of supervisors nmay appeal as provided in Section 19-5-163.

SECTION 2. The Attorney General of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon the approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to
the Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting R ghts Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date it is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting

Ri ghts Act of 1965, as anended and extended.
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