M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

OCO~NOUIARWNE

Rober son To: Public Health and
Wel fare

HOUSE BI LL NO. 977

AN ACT TO REQUI RE THE DEPARTMENT OF HUVMAN SERVI CES TO
ESTABLI SH A VOUCHER PROGRAM FOR EARLY CHI LDHOOD EDUCATI ON CENTERS
TO DEFI NE CERTAI N TERMS RELATI NG TO THE PROGRAM TO PROVI DE THAT
PARENTS MEETI NG CERTAI N | NCOVE REQUI REMENTS SHALL BE ELI G BLE TO
RECEI VE VOUCHERS FROM THE DEPARTMENT VWHI CH MAY BE USED FOR THE
EXPENSES OF THEI R CH LDREN ATTENDI NG PARTI Cl PATI NG APPROVED EARLY
CHI LDHOOD EDUCATI ON CENTERS; TO PROVI DE THAT THE VALUE OF A
VOUCHER SHALL NOT EXCEED $50. 00 PER WEEK; TO ESTABLI SH A PROCESS
FOR EARLY CH LDHOOD EDUCATI ON CENTERS TO BE CERTI FI ED FOR
PARTI Cl PATION | N THE PROGRAM TO ESTABLI SH A PROCEDURE FOR THE
DEPARTMENT TO REDEEM VOUCHERS SUBM TTED BY PARTI Cl PATI NG EARLY
CHI LDHOOD EDUCATI ON CENTERS; TO REQUI RE CERTAI N | NFORVATI ON TO BE
REPORTED TO THE DEPARTMENT BY PARTI Cl PATI NG EARLY CHI LDHOOD
EDUCATI ON CENTERS; TO AUTHORI ZE THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVI CES
TO ADOPT RULES AND REGULATI ONS FOR THE | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE
PROGRAM AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
SECTION 1. (1) The followi ng words and phrases, as used in

this section, shall have the nmeanings ascribed in this subsection
unl ess the context clearly indicates otherw se:

(a) "Approved early chil dhood education center” neans
child care facility, as defined in Section 43-20-5, which is
licensed by the M ssissippi State Departnent of Health and which
operates a programor progranms for children frombirth through
four (4) years of age.

(b) "Departnment” neans the Departnment of Human
Servi ces.

(c) "Eligible parent, guardian or custodi an" nmeans a
person who is head of a household whose famly's total inconme for
the prior year is below the federal poverty |evel.

(d) "Voucher"™ means a docunent issued by the Departnent
of Human Services to an eligible parent, guardian or custodi an of

a preschool child which may be exchanged by an approved early
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chi | dhood education center with the department for noney for the
expenses associated with the preschool child attending that early
chi | dhood education center.

(2) The Department of Human Services shall establish and
i npl ement a programin which an eligible parent, guardian or
cust odi an, upon request, nay receive fromthe departnent a voucher
that may be used for hel ping defray the cost of his or her child,
age birth through four (4) years, attending an approved early
chi | dhood education center selected by the child s parent,
guardi an or custodian. |In order to receive vouchers, at |east one
(1) parent, guardian or custodian of the child nust be gainfully
enpl oyed. Upon the child's admttance to the early chil dhood
education center, the parent, guardian or custodian shall present
t he voucher to the center. The value of each voucher shall be
Fifty dollars ($50.00). Each voucher shall be for a one-week
period, regardl ess of whether the tuition is assessed on a weekly
or nonthly basis. The cost of attendance at the approved early
chi | dhood education center which is not covered by a voucher shal
be the responsibility of the child s parent, guardian or
custodian. A participating approved early chil dhood education
center may not charge additional tuition to any child enrolled in
the center under the voucher program

(3) If an approved early chil dhood education center desires
to participate in the voucher program the center shall apply to
the departnent for certification as a participating approved early
chi | dhood education center. The departnent shall prepare and nake
avai l abl e to approved early chil dhood education centers a formfor
the application process. The department shall conduct such
investigation and inquiries as it deens necessary to determ ne the
qgualifications of the approved early chil dhood education center to
be certified for participation in the voucher program
Certification as a participating approved early chil dhood
education center shall be valid for each succeedi ng academ c year
(August-July) unl ess revoked by the departnent or upon the request
of the center.

(4) On behalf of each eligible parent, guardi an or custodi an

to whom vouchers are issued, the departnent shall pay to a
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partici pating approved early chil dhood education center a sum
equal to the total value of all vouchers submtted by the center
to the departnment for redenption. The paynent to which the early
chi | dhood education center is entitled shall be made on a nonthly
basi s.

(5) The departnent shall require each approved early
chi | dhood education center in which children are admtted under
t he voucher programto provide to the departnment a record of the
children's enroll ment and periodic reports of the children's
continued enrollnent in and attendance at the early chil dhood
education center. The departnment also shall require assurance
from each participating approved early chil dhood education center
that the center does not discrimnate in the adm ssion of children
on the basis of race, sex, disability, color or econom c status.

(6) The Department of Human Services shall adopt such rules
and regul ations that may be necessary in the inplenmentation of
this section, including an application process and deadline for
accepting requests for vouchers from parents, guardi ans and
cust odi ans.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.

H B. No. 977
00\ HRO3\ R718
PAGE 3



