M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000
By: Broonfield, Huddleston To: County Affairs

HOUSE BI LL NO. 976

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 19-21-103 AND 41-61-57, M SSI SSI PP

2 CODE OF 1972, TO REVISE THE M NI MUM EDUCATI ONAL REQUI REMENTS COF A
3 CORONER AND COUNTY MEDI CAL EXAM NER | NVESTI GATOR; AND FOR RELATED
4 PURPCSES.

5 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
6 SECTION 1. Section 19-21-103, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

7 anmended as follows:[BDl]

8 19-21-103. (1) Beginning with the 2003 general election and
9 thereafter, each candidate for the elected office of coroner

10 shall, as a m ninum possess a bachelor's degree for a health care
11 profession or a related field of science, be twenty-one (21) years
12 of age or older, and be a qualified elector of the county in which
13 el ected.

14 (2) The m nimum education requirenments of subsection (1) of
15 this section and subsection (1) of Section 41-61-57 shall not

16 apply to any coroner holding office on July 1, 1986, who is

17 reelected in the 1987 general election and thereafter, as long as
18 such coroner maintains continuous active service as county nedi cal
19 exami ner or county nedical exam ner investigator. However, al
20 other portions of subsection (1) of Section 41-61-57 shall apply
21 to such coroners.
22 SECTION 2. Section 41-61-57, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
23 anmended as foll ows: [ BD2]
24 41-61-57. (1) There are hereby created the positions of
25 county nedi cal exam ners and county medi cal exam ner
26 investigators, to be established as herein provided through
27 successful conpletion of the death investigation training school
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provided for in subsection (5) of this section. Each county

nmedi cal exam ner (CME) shall be a doctor of medicine (MD.) or
osteopathic nedicine (D.O) licensed in the State of M ssissippi.
Each county nedi cal exam ner investigator (CVElI) shall be a
nonphysi ci an who shall, as a m ninum possess a hi gh school
graduation diploma or its equivalent. Extra consideration for the
CVEl position may be given for experience and/or training in
health-rel ated fields and medi col egal death investigations.

However, any person who first becones a CVElI after January 1

2004, shall as a mininmum possess a bachelor's degree for a health

care profession or a related field of science.

(2) Each coroner elected in the 1987 general election and
thereafter, upon successful conpletion of the death investigation
trai ning school provided for in subsection (5) of this section,
shal |l be recognized as a county nedi cal exam ner or county nedica
exam ner investigator, according to the qualifications set out in
subsection (1) of this section, and shall be designated the chi ef
for the county in which he was elected. |If the elected or
appoi nted coroner fails to successfully conplete the death
i nvestigation training school, and thus is unable to take the oath
of office, as provided in Section 19-21-105, there shall pronptly
be appointed a coroner pro tenpore in the manner prescribed by
Section 9-1-27, and that person shall be designated the chief
county medi cal exam ner or county nedical exam ner investigator
until the time of the next death investigation training school,
whi ch he nmust successfully conplete or be renoved fromoffice.
Any el ected coroner who has failed to successfully conplete the
death investigation training school nmay attend any subsequent
deat h investigation training school conducted during the termfor
whi ch he was el ected, and upon the successful conpletion thereof,
he shall beconme the chief CVE or CVEI for the county in which he
was el ected. The coroner pro tenpore then shall becone a deputy
CVE or CMEI, provided he has successfully conpleted the death
i nvestigation training school. Notw thstanding anything in this
section to the contrary, each coroner holding office on July 1,
1986, shall be the chief CVE or CVEI for the county in which he

was el ected through the expiration of his termin January 1988
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wi t hout having to attend the death investigation training school
however, he may voluntarily attend any such school conducted prior
to that tine.

(3) There shall be at |east one (1) county nedical exani ner
and/ or county nedi cal exam ner investigator for each county, and
one (1) county nedi cal exam ner or county medi cal exam ner
i nvestigator shall be designated as the chief for each county,
except as otherw se provided in subsection (4) of this section.
Any county may have deputy county mnedi cal exam ners or deputy
county nedi cal exam ner investigators as deemed necessary who
shal | be appointed jointly by the board of supervisors and the CME
or CMEI. However, when the popul ation of a county reaches a total
of twenty thousand (20,000) or greater, there shall be one or nore
officially appointed deputies. Deputies shall be subject to the
same qualifications, training and certification requirenents, and
shal | possess the same authority and di scharge the sanme duties, as
ot her county nedi cal exam ners or county nedi cal exam ner
i nvestigators, and shall receive fees and expenses as provided in
Sections 41-61-69 and 41-61-75. Any CME or CMVEI may be renopved by
the State Medical Examiner prior to the expiration of his termas
CVE or CMEI for inefficiency, or other good cause, after witten
notice and a hearing in conpliance with due process |aw.

(4) One (1) person nay serve as the chief CVE or CVEI for
two (2) or nore adjacent counties when that person consents and
t he boards of supervisors of each county involved and the State
Medi cal Exam ner consent in witing. Each respective county
i nvol ved shall be responsible for paynent for the services given
to that county by the chief CME or CME

(5) Chief and deputy CVE's and CMEI's shall attend the death
i nvestigation training school provided by the M ssissippi Crine
Laboratory and the State Medi cal Exam ner, and shall successfully
conpl ete subsequent testing on the subject material by the State

Medi cal Exam ner at | east once every four (4) years. Room board
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and transportati on expenses for attending the school shall be
borne by the county in which the CVE or CMElI is serving. In
addition to the above training, the individual shall receive at
| east twenty-four (24) hours annually of continuing education as
prescri bed and certified by the State Medical Examiner. |If the
above requirenents for training or continuing education are not
met, the individual imedi ately shall be disqualified and renoved
fromoffice as CME and/or CMEI. Reapplication for the office may
be made the foll ow ng year after renoval

SECTION 3. The Attorney General of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000 or the date it is effectuated under Section
5 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended and extended, which

ever is the | ater date.
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