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HOUSE BI LL NO. 913

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 41-95-7, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
PROVI DE THAT THE M SSI SSI PPl HEALTH FI NANCE AUTHORI TY BOARD SHALL
DEVELOP A PLAN FOR THE PROVI SI ON OF BASI C HEALTH SERVI CES TO
PERSONS W TH NO OTHER HEALTH BENEFI TS; TO PROVI DE THAT THE BOARD
SHALL I NCLUDE I N THE M SSI SSI PPI HEALTH CARE PURCHASI NG POOL ALL
UNI NSURED PERSONS WHO APPLY FOR COVERAGE UNDER THE POOL; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 41-95-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

41-95-7. (1) The M ssissippi Health Finance Authority Board
shall formulate and carry out all policies regarding services
wWithin the jurisdiction of the authority, and shall adopt, nodify,
repeal and pronul gate necessary rules and regul ations after due
notice and hearing and where not otherw se prohibited by federal
or state law. It shall be the duty of the M ssissippi Health
Fi nance Authority to provide, to the fullest extent possible, that
basic health care benefits are available to all M ssissippians.
Toward this end, the M ssissippi Health Finance Authority Board
shall conduct the follow ng activities:

(a) The M ssissippi Health Finance Authority shal
conduct such research as is necessary to anal yze current

expenditures for health care for M ssissippians, patterns of
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utilization of health resources, accessibility of providers and
services, as well as other factors including, but not limted to,
t he denography and geography of M ssissippi, which affect the
quality and cost of health services. Potential savings through
such neasures as preventive and primary care, managed care,
reduction of cost shifting and group purchasing shall be
identified and anal yzed. The M ssissippi Health Finance Authority
is authorized to obtain, collect and preserve such information as
determ ned by the authority to be needed to conduct this research
and carry out all other duties. No health care provider, health
care facility, state agency, insurance conpany or related entity
may refuse to provide the information required by the authority,
but may charge a reasonable cost for the collection and reporting
of the information. Information received by the authority shal
not be disclosed publicly in such manner as to identify
i ndi viduals or specific facilities. Information collected by the
authority that identifies specific individuals or facilities is
exenpt from di scl osure under the M ssissippi Public Records Act.
I nformati on obtai ned by the M ssissippi Health Finance Authority
shall be governed by state and federal |aws, and regul ations
applicable to the agency fromwhominformation is received.

(b) The M ssissippi Health Finance Authority shal
det erm ne what basic health services will best serve the needs of
the citizens of the State of M ssissippi, and in conjunction with
such determ nation, shall identify such additional neasures as are
desirabl e to encourage enpl oyer participation, pronote
conpetition, contain costs and otherw se increase the availability
of health benefits to M ssissippians.

(c) In conjunction with paragraph (b) of this
subsection, the board shall develop a plan for the provision of

basic health services to state and | ocal governnent enpl oyees,
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teachers, persons currently receiving Medicaid benefits, and * * *
persons with no other health benefits * * * as specifically
provi ded in subsection (2) of this section. The M ssissipp
Heal t h Fi nance Authority Board, in devel oping the plan, may
propose graduated | evels of participation proportionate to the
participant's | evel of econom c circunstances. This plan should
i nclude realization of savings identified through paragraphs (a)
and (b) of this subsection.

(d) If different health plans are proposed, the
M ssi ssi ppi Health Finance Authority shall require witten
di scl osure of treatnent policies, practice standards or practice
paranmeters, and any restrictions or limts on nornmal health
services, including, but not limted to physical services,
clinical |aboratory tests, hospital and surgical procedures,
prescription drugs and bi ol ogics, and radi ol ogi cal exam nati ons,
by each health plan, unless the authority specifically determ nes
it inadvisable to do so.

(e) The M ssissippi Health Finance Authority shal
determ ne what criteria are appropriate for certification of
purchasing alliances, to protect the health and safety of the
beneficiaries of health services provided pursuant to Sections
41-95-1 t hrough 41-95-9.

(f) Effective upon approval of the plan by the
Legi slature, the M ssissippi Health Finance Authority shal
establish procedures for the solicitation of bids and subsequent
purchase of benefits for persons listed in paragraph (c) of this
subsection. In contracting for health benefits, the M ssissipp

Heal t h Fi nance Authority shall require such information gathering,

H B. No. 913
00\ HRO3\ R275
PAGE 3



83

84

85

86

87

88

89

90

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

99

100

101

102

103

104

105

106

107

108

109

110

reports and ot her neasures as are necessary to nonitor the
provi sions of health benefits and the accounting of all financial
transactions therein. These shall include any data to continue
the research and analysis set forth in paragraph (a) of this
subsecti on.

(2) (a) Fromand after July 1, 2000, the M ssissippi Health
Fi nance Authority Board shall establish the M ssissippi Health

Care Purchasing Pool for the purpose of providing universal access

to the basic benefits plan through a single program funded by the

State of M ssissippi and administered by the M ssissippi Health

Fi nance Authority. |In offering and adm nistering the purchasing

pool, the board shall not discrimnate against individuals or
groups based on age, gender, geographic area, industry and nedi cal
hi story. The board shall include in the purchasing pool al
enpl oyees, retirees and dependents covered by the group health
i nsurance plans of the follow ng entities:

(i) The State of M ssissippi;

(ii) The state institutions of higher |earning;

(iii) Enployees of school districts and
comunity/junior college districts as adm nistered by the
Depart ment of Finance and Adm ni stration;

(iv) Any political subdivision or municipality,
i ncl udi ng any school district, that chooses to participate in the
pool ;

(v) Such portions of the Medicaid casel oad as the
board deens proper. Access to nedical care or benefit |evels for
Medi caid recipients shall not dimnish as a result of

participation or nonparticipation in the pool;
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(vi) Al uninsured persons who apply for coverage

under the pool; and

(vii) Any private entity that chooses to
participate in the pool.

On and after July 1, 1995, the board may nake the purchasing
pool available to any enpl oyer, group, association or trust that
chooses to participate in the pool on behalf of the enpl oyees or
menbers of the group, association or trust.

(b) In adm nistering the purchasing pool the authority
may:

(i) Contract on behalf of participants in the pool
with health care providers, health care facilities and health
insurers for the delivery of health care services, including
agreenents securing discounts for regular, bulk paynments to
provi ders and agreenents establishing uniform provider
rei mbur senent ;

(ii) Consolidate adm nistrative functions on
behal f of participants in the pool, including clainms, processing,
utilization review, nanagenent reporting, benefit managenent and
bul k purchasi ng;

(iii) Create a health care cost and utilization
data base for participants in the pool, and eval uate potenti al
cost savings; and

(iv) Establish incentive prograns to encourage
pool participants to use health care services judiciously and to
i nprove their health status.

(c) On or before Decenber 15 of each year, the

authority shall report to the Legislature on the operation of the
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pur chasi ng pool, including the nunber and types of groups and
group nmenbers participating in the pool, the costs of
adm ni stering the pool, and the savings attributable to
participating groups fromthe operation of the pool.
(d) This subsection (2) shall not be inplenented unless

(i) the necessary federal waivers have been granted, or (ii) the
Secretary of the federal Departnent of Health and Human Services
certifies that federal |law permts this state to inplenent this
program and (iii) the Secretary of the federal Departnent of
Heal t h and Human Services certifies that full inplenentation of
wai ver prograns shall receive federal funding at current
participation rates, and (iv) further anmendnment to this section by
the Legi sl ature has been enacted and has becone | aw during the
1995 Reqgul ar Sessi on or subsequent sessions.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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