M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

Martinson, Barbour, Barnett (116th), To: Transportation

Barnett (92nd), Chism Ellington, Ketchings,

Mayo, Reeves, Roberson, Sinpson, Stevens,
VWi ttington
HOUSE BI LL NO. 899

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-1-9, M SSISSIPPI CODE OF 1972, TO

2 REMOVE THE AUTHORI TY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY TO | SSUE A

3 DRIVER S LICENSE TO A PERSON WHO | S FI FTEEN YEARS OF AGE IN

4 CERTAI N HARDSHI P CASES; TO PROVI DE THAT AN APPLI CANT FOR A

5 DRIVER S LI CENSE WHO | S UNDER SEVENTEEN YEARS OF AGE MJUST PRESENT

6 DOCUMENTATI ON TO THE COWM SSI ONER OF PUBLI C SAFETY THAT THE

7  APPLI CANT HAS HELD A TEMPORARY DRI VING PERM T FOR AT LEAST SI X

8 MONTHS AND HAS ATTAI NED CERTAI N BEHI ND- THE- WHEEL EXPERI ENCE; TO

9 AMEND SECTI ON 63-1-21, M SSISSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT A
10 PERSON WHO HAS BEEN | SSUED A TEMPORARY DRI VING PERM T OR A

11 TEMPORARY MOTORCYCLE DRI VI NG PERM T MAY OPERATE A MOTOR VEH CLE OR
12 MOTORCYCLE UPON THE HI GHWAYS OF THI S STATE ONLY WHEN ACCOMPANI ED
13 OR SUPERVI SED BY A LI CENSED OPERATOR WHO | S AT LEAST TVEENTY- FI VE
14 YEARS OF AGE; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

15 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
16 SECTION 1. Section 63-1-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

17 anended as follows:[JWB1]

18 63-1-9. No license shall be issued pursuant to this article:
19 (a) To any person under the age of sixteen (16) years
20 * * %

21 (b) To any person whose |icense to operate a notor

22 vehicle on the highways of M ssissippi has been previously revoked
23 or suspended by this state or any other state and/or territory of
24 the United States or the District of Colunbia, and such revocation
25 or suspension period has not expired.

26 (c) To any person who is an habitual drunkard or who is
27 addicted to the use of other narcotic drugs.
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(d) To any person who would not be able by reason of
physi cal or nmental disability, in the opinion of the conm ssioner
or other person authorized to grant an operator's license, to
operate a notor vehicle on the highways with safety. However,
per sons who have one (1) armor leg, or have arns or |egs
def ornmed, and have their car provided with nechanical devices
whereby they are able to drive in a safe manner over the highways,
if otherwise qualified, shall receive an operator's license the
sanme as ot her persons. Moreover, deafness shall not be a bar to
obtaining a |icense.

(e) To any person who is under the age of seventeen
(17) years to drive any notor vehicle while in use as a school bus
for the transportation of pupils to or fromschool, or to drive
any notor vehicle while in use as a public or common carrier of
persons or property.

(f) To any person as an operator who has previously
been adjudged to be afflicted with and suffering fromany nental
disability and who has not at tine of application been restored to
ment al conpetency.

(g) To any unmarried person under the age of eighteen
(18) years who does not at the tinme of application present a
di pl oma or other certificate of high school graduation or a
general education devel opnent certificate issued to the person in
this state or any other state, or docunmentation that the person:

(i) |Is enrolled and maki ng satisfactory progress
in a course |leading to a general education devel opnent
certificate;

(ii) Is enrolled in school in this state or any
ot her state;

(tii) Is enrolled in a "nonpublic school,” as such

termis defined in Section 37-13-91(2)(i); or
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(iv) 1Is unable to attend any school program due to
ci rcunst ances deened acceptable as set out in Section 63-1-10;
(h) To any person under the age of eighteen (18) years
who has been convicted under Section 63-11-30; or

(i) To any person under seventeen (17) years of age

who, at the tine of application, does not present, on a form

prepared and approved by the Conni ssioner of Public Safety, an

affidavit signed by the parent or |eqgal quardian of the applicant

and acknow edged by a notary public or other person authorized to

adm ni ster oaths under the laws of this state to adn ni ster oaths,

stating that: that the applicant has held a tenporary driving

permt for at least six (6) nonths and that the applicant, while

hol di ng such pernit, has been acconpanied in the operation of a

not or vehicle by his or her parent, gquardi an or another licensed

operator twenty-five (25) years of age or older who actually

occupi ed the seat beside the driver-applicant for a total of not

less than fifty (50) hours of behind-the-wheel experience, of

which not |less than ten (10) hours were at night.

* * *

SECTION 2. Section 63-1-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ JWB2]

63-1-21. (1) (a) Every applicant for a new or original
driver's or operator's |icense, except persons holding an
out-of-state license, shall first obtain a tenporary driving
permt upon the paynent of a fee of One Dollar ($1.00) to the
Department of Public Safety and upon the successful conpletion of
t he exam nation provided for in Section 63-1-33 * * * A

tenporary driving pernmt may be issued to any applicant who is at
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| east fifteen (15) years of age. A tenporary driving pernt shal

be valid for a period of one (1) year fromthe date of issue.

(b) A tenporary driving permt entitles the hol der,
provided the permt is in his inmediate possession, to drive a
notor vehicle other than a notorcycle on the highways of the State
of M ssissippi only when acconpani ed by a |icensed operator who is

at least twenty-five (25) years of age and who is actually

occupyi ng the seat beside the driver. * * *

(2) (a) * * * Every applicant for a restricted notorcycle
operator's license or a notorcycle endorsenment shall first obtain
a tenporary notorcycle driving permt upon the paynent of a fee of
One Dollar ($1.00) to the Departnent of Public Safety and upon the
successful conpletion of the exam nation provided for in Section
63-1-33. * * *

(b) The holder of a tenporary notorcycle driving

pernmt, provided the pernmit is in his imedi ate possession, (i)

may operate a notorcycle on the highways of the State of

M ssi ssi ppi only under the direct supervision of a person at | east

twenty-five (25) years of age who possesses either a valid

driver's or operator's license with a notorcycle endorsenent or a
valid restricted notorcycle operator's license; (ii) is prohibited
fromtransporting a passenger on a notorcycle; (iii) is prohibited
fromoperating a notorcycle upon any controll ed access hi ghway;
and (iv) is prohibited fromoperating a notorcycle during the
hours of 6:00 p.m through 6:00 a.m * * *

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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