M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

©ooo~NOODMWNE

Bl acknmon To: Juvenil e Justice;
Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 896

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-9-1, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE THE CONTI NUATI ON OR ESTABLI SHVENT OF COUNTY COURTS | N
CERTAI N COUNTI ES; TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-9-5, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO REVI SE THE QUALI FI CATI ON, ELECTI ON, TERM OF OFFI CE AND
FI LLI NG OF VACANCI ES OF THE OFFI CE OF COUNTY COURT JUDGE;, TO
CODI FY SECTI ON 9-9-6, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE FOR THE
ELECTI ON OF JUDGES | N NEWLY CREATED COUNTY COURT DI STRI CTS; TO
AMEND SECTI ON 9-9-11, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO REVI SE THE
COMPENSATI ON OF THE OFFI CE OF COUNTY COURT JUDGE;, TO AMEND
SECTI ONS 23-15-975, 23-15-977 AND 25-3-25, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF
1972, I N CONFORM TY; TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-1-19, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO REVI SE THE AUTHORI TY OF JUDCGES TO GRANT REMEDI AL VWRI TS;
TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-1-23, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO | NCLUDE
COUNTY COURT JUDGES AS THOSE WHO ARE CONSERVATORS OF THE PEACE; TO
AMEND SECTI ON 9-1-25, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO | NCLUDE COUNTY
COURT JUDGES AMONG THOSE WHO ARE NOT TO PRACTI CE LAW TO AMEND
SECTI ON 9-1-35, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE THE COUNTY
COURT TO OBTAIN A SEAL; TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-1-36, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
OF 1972, TO | NCLUDE COUNTY COURT JUDGES AMONG THOSE FOR WHOM AN
OFFI CE ALLOMNCE | S APPROPRI ATED;, TO AVEND SECTI ON 9-9-19,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE FOR THE HOLDI NG OF COUNTY
COURT | N CERTAI N COUNTI ES; TO AMEND SECTI ONS 9-9-21, 9-9-23,
43-21-107, 43-21-117, 43-21-123, 9-13-17 AND 9-13-61, M SSI SSI PPI
CODE OF 1972, IN CONFORM TY; TO AMEND SECTI ON 43-21-111,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE FOR CERTAI N STATE FUNDI NG OF
YOUTH COURT REFEREES | N COUNTI ES NOT HAVI NG A COUNTY COURT; TO
PROVI DE FOR THE ABOLI TION OF ALL FAM LY COURTS AND PROVI DE FOR THE
AUTOVATI C TRANSFER OF CASES THEREFROM TO REPEAL SECTI ON 9-9- 3,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, WH CH PROVI DES FOR THE ESTABLI SHVENT OF
A COUNTY COURT BY AGREEMENT BETWEEN TWO OR MORE COUNTI ES; TO
REPEAL SECTI ON 9-9-13, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, WH CH AUTHORI ZES
CERTAI'N MUNI Cl PALI TI ES TO SUPPLEMENT THE SALARI ES OF COUNTY
JUDGES; TO REPEAL SECTI ON 9-9-14, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, VWH CH
AUTHORI ZES TWO COUNTY JUDGESHI PS FOR HARRI SON COUNTY; TO REPEAL
SECTI ON 9-9-15, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, VWH CH AUTHORI ZES THREE
COUNTY JUDGESH PS FOR HI NDS COUNTY; TO REPEAL SECTI ON 9-9-16,
M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, VWH CH AUTHORI ZES TWO COUNTY JUDGESHI PS
FOR WASHI NGTON COUNTY; TO REPEAL SECTION 9-9-17, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
OF 1972, VWH CH AUTHORI ZES TWO COUNTY JUDGESHI PS FOR JACKSON
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COUNTY; TO REPEAL SECTION 9-9-9, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, VH CH
RESTRI CTS THE PRACTI CE OF LAW BY A COUNTY COURT JUDGE; TO REPEAL
SECTI ON 9-9-37, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, VWH CH PROVI DES FOR THE
ESTABLI SHVENT OR ABCOLI TI ON OF COUNTY COURTS; TO REPEAL SECTI ON
9-9-39, M SSISSI PPl CODE OF 1972, WH CH PROVI DES FOR TRANSFER OF
PENDI NG MATTERS | N ANY COUNTY COURT THAT MAY BE ABOLI SHED; TO
REPEAL SECTI ON 9-9-41, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, VWH CH PROVI DES
FOR THE ABCLI TI ON OF COUNTY COURTS I N CERTAI N COUNTI ES; TO REPEAL
SECTI ON 9-9-43, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, VWH CH REQUI RES

LEG SLATI VE ACTI ON OR ELECTI ON FOR ABOLI TI ON OF COUNTY COURTS IN
CERTAI N COUNTI ES; TO REPEAL SECTI ON 9-9-45, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, VH CH REQUI RES THE ESTABLI SHVENT OR ABOLI TI ON OF COUNTY
COURTS UNDER CERTAI N Cl RCUMSTANCES; TO AVEND SECTI ON 43-21-159,

M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO REVI SE YOUTH COURT JURI SDI CTI ON;  AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 9-9-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-9-1. (1) There shall be an inferior court to be known as

the county court in and for each of the followi ng single county

districts:

Adans County;

Bol i var County;

DeSot o County;

Forrest County;

Hancock County;

Harri son County;

Hi nds County:

Jackson County;

Jones County;

Lauderdal e County;

Lee County;

Lefl ore County;

Lowndes County;
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(2)

Madi son County;

Pi ke County;

Ranki n County;

Warren County;

Washi ngt on County:; and

Yazoo County.

There shall be an inferior court to be known as the

county court in and for each of

the followi ng nulticounty

districts:

(3)

Al corn and Prentiss Counti es;

Coahonma _and Tuni ca Cou

nties;

Marshal |, Benton and Ti ppah Counti es;

Laf ayette and Uni on Counti es;

Hol nes _and Hunphr eys Counti es;

Copi ah, d ai borne and

Jefferson Counti es;

Lamar and Pearl|l River

Counti es;

Si npson, Smith and Cov

i ngton Counti es;

Jefferson Davis, Lawence and Marion Counti es;

| t awanba and Monroe Counti es:

Tate and Panol a Counti

€S,

G enada and Mont gonery

Counti es; and

Ckti bbeha and W nston

Counti es.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this

subsection, there shall be one (

1) county court judge for each

county court district.

(b)Y There shall be two (2) county court

judges for the

county court of Jackson County,

two (2) county court judges for

the county court of Washi ngton County, two (2) county court

j udges

H B. No.

896

00\ HRO3\ R631

PAGE 3



103

104

105

106

107

108

109

110

111

112

113

114

115

116

117

118

119

120

121

122

123

124

125

126

127

128

129

130

for the county court of Mudison County, three (3) county court

judges for the county court of Harrison County, and three (3)

county court judges for the county court of Hi nds County.

SECTION 2. Section 9-9-5, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-9-5. (1) The county judge shall possess all of the
qualifications of a circuit judge as prescribed by the M ssissipp

Constitution. The county judge of a single county district nust

be a qualified elector of the county. The county judge of a

nul ti county district nmust be a qualified elector of any one (1) of

the counties conprising the district. Except as provided in

subsection (2) of this section, the county judge shall be el ected

by the qualified electors of the county court district at the tine

and in the manner as circuit judges are elected and * * * shal
hold office for the sane term Vacancies in the office of county
judge shall be filled in the sane manner as vacancies in the
office of circuit judge.

(2) 1n a district having nore than one (1) office of county

court judge, there shall be no distinction whatsoever in the

powers, duties and enolunents of those offices except that the

j udge who has been for the |l ongest tinme continuously a judge of

that court or, should no judge have served longer in office than

the others, the judge who has been for the | ongest tine a nenber

of The M ssissippi Bar shall be the senior judge. The senior

judge shall have the right to assign causes and dockets and, in

districts consisting of nore than one (1) county, to set terns.

SECTION 3. The followi ng shall be codified as Section 9-9-6,

M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972:

H B. No. 896
00\ HRO3\ R631
PAGE 4



131

132

133

134

135

136

137

138

139

140

141

142

143

144

145

146

147

148

149

150

151

152

153

154

155

156

157

158

9-9-6. (1) Those county court judges elected to a term
begi nni ng January 1, 1999, or appointed to fill a vacancy in such
a judgeship shall continue to serve in those positions until the
hol der's death, resignation or disqualification, or upon
expiration of term

(2) Candidates for the initial ternms in the nulticounty
districts shall have the qualifications prescribed in Section
9-9-5, and, notwi thstanding the provisions of Section 23-15-977,
M ssi ssi ppi Code of 1972, shall file their intent to be a
candi date and pay a fee of One Hundred Dol lars ($100.00) with the
State Board of El ection Conmm ssioners no |ater than Septenber 1,
2000.

SECTION 4. Section 9-9-11, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-9-11. * * * The county court judge shall receive an annual

sal ary payable nonthly out of the State General Fund in the anount

of One Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000.00) |ess than the annual salary
which is now or shall hereafter be provided for circuit and
chancery judges of this state * * *. The office of county court
judge * * * shall be a full-tinme position, and the hol der thereof
shall not otherw se engage in the practice of |aw.
* ok

SECTION 5. Section 25-3-25, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-3-25. (1) Except as otherw se provided in subsections
(2) through (9), the salaries of sheriffs of the various counties
are hereby fixed as full conpensation for their services.

From and after October 1, 1997, the annual salary for each
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sheriff shall be based upon the total population of his county
according to the |l atest federal decennial census in the follow ng
categories and for the followi ng anobunts; however, no sheriff
shall be paid | ess than the salary authorized under this section
to be paid the sheriff based upon the population of the county
according to the 1990 federal decennial census:

(a) For counties with a total population of nore than
two hundred t housand (200, 000), a salary of Seventy-five Thousand
Dol I ars ($75, 000. 00).

(b) For counties with a total population of nore than
one hundred thousand (100, 000) and not nore than two hundred
t housand (200, 000), a salary of Seventy Thousand Dol | ars
($70, 000. 00) .

(c) For counties with a total population of nore than
forty-five thousand (45,000) and not nore than one hundred
t housand (100, 000), a salary of Sixty-five Thousand Dol l ars
($65, 000. 00) .

(d) For counties with a total population of nore than
thirty-four thousand (34,000) and not nore than forty-five
t housand (45,000), a salary of Sixty Thousand Dol | ars
($60, 000. 00) .

(e) For counties with a total population of nore than
twenty-five thousand (25,000) and not nore than thirty-four
t housand (34,000), a salary of Fifty-two Thousand Dol | ars
($52, 000. 00) .

(f) For counties with a total population of nore than
fifteen thousand (15,000) and not nore than twenty-five thousand

(25,000), a salary of Fifty Thousand Dol |l ars ($50, 000. 00).
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(g) For counties with a total population of nore than
ni ne thousand five hundred (9,500) and not nore than fifteen
t housand (15,000), a salary of Forty-seven Thousand Dol |l ars
($47, 000. 00) .

(h) For counties with a total population of nore than
seven thousand five hundred (7,500) and not nore than nine
t housand five hundred (9,500), a salary of Forty-five Thousand
Dol | ars ($45, 000. 00).

(i) For counties with a total population of not nore
t han seven thousand five hundred (7,500), a salary of Forty-two
Thousand Dol | ars ($42, 000. 00).

(2) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1)
of this section, the Board of Supervisors of Leflore County may,
inits discretion, pay an annual supplenent to the sheriff of the
county in an anount not to exceed Ten Thousand Dol |l ars
(%10, 000.00). The Legislature finds and declares that the annual
suppl ement aut horized by this subsection is justified in such
county for the foll ow ng reasons:

(a) The M ssissippi Departnent of Corrections operates
and maintains a restitution center within the county;

(b) The M ssissippi Departnent of Corrections operates
and maintains a conmmunity work center within the county;

(c) There is a resident circuit court judge in the
county whose office is |located at the Leflore County Courthouse;

(d) There is a resident chancery court judge in the
county whose office is |located at the Leflore County Courthouse;

(e) The Magistrate for the Fourth Crcuit Court

District is located in the county and maintains his office at the
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Lefl ore County Court house;

(f) The Region VI Mental Health-Mental Retardation
Center, which serves a nulticounty area, calls upon the sheriff to
provi de security for out-of-town nmental patients, as well as
patients fromw thin the county;

(g) The increased activity of the Child Support
Di vision of the Departnent of Human Services in enforcing in the
courts parental obligations has inposed additional duties on the
sheriff; and

(h) The dispatchers of the enhanced E-911 systemin
pl ace in Leflore County has been placed under the direction and
control of the sheriff.

(3) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1)
of this section, the Board of Supervisors of Rankin County may, in
its discretion, pay an annual supplenent to the sheriff of the
county in an anount not to exceed Ten Thousand Dol |l ars
(%10, 000.00). The Legislature finds and declares that the annual
suppl ement aut horized by this subsection is justified in such
county for the foll ow ng reasons:

(a) The M ssissippi Departnent of Corrections operates
and maintains the Central M ssissippi Correctional Facility within
t he county;

(b) The State Hospital is operated and naintai ned
within the county at Wiitfield,

(c) Hudspeth Regional Center, a facility maintained for
the care and treatnment of the nentally retarded, is located within
t he county;

(d) The M ssissippi Law Enforcenent O ficers Training
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Acadeny is operated and maintai ned within the county;

(e) The State Fire Acadeny is operated and naintai ned
wi thin the county;

(f) The Pearl River Valley Water Supply District,
ordinarily known as the "Reservoir District,” is located within
t he county;

(g) The Jackson International Airport is |ocated within
t he county;

(h) The patrolling of the state properties |ocated
wi thin the county has inposed additional duties on the sheriff;
and

(i) The sheriff, in addition to providing security to
the nearly one hundred t housand (100, 000) residents of the county,
has the duty to investigate, solve and assist in the prosecution
of any m sdeneanor or felony commtted upon any state property
| ocated i n Rankin County.

(4) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1)
of this section, the Board of Supervisors of Neshoba County shal
pay an annual supplenent to the sheriff of the county an anount
equal to Ten Thousand Dol |l ars ($10, 000. 00).

(5) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1)
of this section, the Board of Supervisors of Tunica County may, in
their discretion, pay an annual supplenent to the sheriff of the
county an anount equal to Ten Thousand Dol |l ars ($10, 000. 00),
payabl e begi nning April 1, 1997.

(6) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1)
of this section, the Board of Supervisors of Hi nds County shal

pay an annual supplenent to the sheriff of the county in an anount
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271 equal to Fifteen Thousand Dol | ars ($15,000.00). The Legislature
272 finds and declares that the annual suppl enent authorized by this
273 subsection is justified in such county for the follow ng reasons:
274 (a) Hinds County has the greatest popul ation of any
275 county, two hundred fifty-four thousand four hundred forty-one
276 (254, 441) by the 1990 census, being al nost one hundred thousand
277 (100,000) nore than the next nobst popul ous county;

278 (b) Hinds County is honme to the state capitol and the
279 seat of all state government offices;

280 (c) Hinds County is the third largest county in

281 geographic area, containing eight hundred seventy-five (875)

282 square m | es;

283 (d) Hinds County is conprised of two (2) judicial

284 districts, each having a courthouse and county office buil dings;
285 (e) There are four (4) resident circuit judges, four
286 (4) resident chancery judges, and three (3) resident county judges
287 in H nds County, the nost of any county, with the sheriff acting
288 as chief executive officer and provider of bailiff services for
289 all;

290 (f) The main offices for the clerk and nost of the
291 judges and mmgi strates for the United States District Court for
292 the Southern District of Mssissippi are |located within the

293 county;

294 (g) The state's only urban university, Jackson State
295 University, is located within the county;

296 (h) The University of M ssissippi Medical Center,

297 conbi ning the nedical school, dental school, nursing school and

298 hospital, is located within the county;
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(i) Mssissippi Veterans Menorial Stadium the state's
| argest sports arena, is located within the county;

(j) The M ssissippi State Fairgrounds, including the
Coliseum and Trade Mart, are |ocated within the county;

(k) Hinds County has the largest crimnal population in
the state, such that the H nds County Sheriff's Departnent
operates the largest county jail systemin the state, housing
al nost one thousand (1,000) inmates in three (3) separate
detention facilities;

(I') The H nds County Sheriff's Departnent handl es nore
mental and drug and al cohol commitnents cases than any ot her
sheriff's departnent in the state;

(m The M ssissippi Departnent of Corrections maintains
a restitution center within the county;

(n) The M ssissippi Departnent of Corrections regularly
houses as many as one hundred (100) state convicts within the
Hi nds County jail system and

(o) The H nds County Sheriff's Departnent is regularly
asked to provide security services not only at the Fairgrounds and
Menorial Stadium but also for events at the M ssissippi Miseum of
Art and Jackson City Auditorium

(7) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1)
of this section, the Board of Supervisors of WIkinson County, in
its discretion, nmay pay an annual supplenent to the sheriff of the
county in an anount not to exceed Ten Thousand Dol |l ars
(%10, 000.00). The Legislature finds and declares that the annual
suppl ement aut horized by this subsection is justified in such

county because the M ssissippi Departnent of Corrections contracts
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for the private incarceration of state innates at a private
correctional facility within the county.

(8) In addition to the salary provided for in subsection (1)
of this section, the Board of Supervisors of Marshall County, in
its discretion, nay pay an annual supplenent to the sheriff of the
county in an anount not to exceed Ten Thousand Dol |l ars
(%10, 000.00). The Legislature finds and declares that the annual
suppl ement authorized by this subsection is justified in such
county because the M ssissippi Departnent of Corrections contracts
for the private incarceration of state innates at a private
correctional facility within the county.

(9) In addition to the salary provided in subsection (1) of
this section, the Board of Supervisors of Geene County, inits
di scretion, may pay an annual supplenent to the sheriff of the
county in an anount not to exceed Ten Thousand Dol |l ars
(%10, 000.00). The Legislature finds and declares that the annual
suppl ement aut horized by this subsection is justified in such
county for the foll ow ng reasons:

(a) The M ssissippi Departnent of Corrections operates
and mai ntains the South M ssissippi Correctional Facility within
t he county;

(b) In 1996, additional facilities to house another one
t housand four hundred sixteen (1,416) mal e of fenders were
constructed at the South M ssissippi Correctional Facility within
the county; and

(c) The patrolling of the state properties |ocated
wi thin the county has inposed additional duties on the sheriff

justifying additional conpensati on.
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(10) The salaries herein provided shall be payable nonthly
on the first day of each cal endar nonth by chancery clerk's
warrant drawn on the general fund of the county; however, the
board of supervisors, by resolution duly adopted and entered on
its mnutes, may provide that such salaries shall be paid
sem nmonthly on the first and fifteenth day of each nonth. [If a
pay date falls on a weekend or |egal holiday, salary paynents
shall be made on the workday i mredi ately precedi ng the weekend or
| egal holi day.

(11) The salary of a sheriff shall not be reduced during his

termof office as a result of a popul ation decrease based upon the

1990 federal decenni al census.

SECTION 6. Section 23-15-975, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-975. As used in Sections 23-15-974 through 23-15-985
of this subarticle, the term"judicial office" includes the office
of justice of the Suprene Court, judge of the Court of Appeals,
circuit judge, chancellor and county court judge * * *. Al such
justices and judges shall be full-tinme positions and such justices
and judges shall not engage in the practice of | aw before any
court, admnistrative agency or other judicial or quasi-judicial
forum except as provided by law for finalizing pending cases after
el ection to judicial office.

SECTION 7. Section 23-15-977, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-977. * * * Al candidates for judicial office as
defined in Section 23-15-975 of this subarticle shall file their

intent to be a candidate with the State Board of El ection
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Commi ssioners not later than the first Friday after the first

Monday in May prior to the general election for judicial office
and shall pay * * * the foll ow ng anmounts:

(a) Candidates for Suprene Court judge and Court of
Appeal s, the sum of Two Hundred Dol lars ($200.00).

(b) Candidates for circuit judge, county judge and

chancel l or, the sum of One Hundred Dol lars ($100.00).
* * %

SECTION 8. Section 9-1-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

9-1-19. The judges of the Suprene, * * * circuit and county

courts, and chancellors and judges of the Court of Appeals, in
terntine and in vacation, may severally order the issuance of
wits of habeas corpus, nmandanmus, certiorari, supersedeas and
attachnments, and grant injunctions and all other renmedial wits,
in all cases where the sane may properly be granted according to
right and justice, returnable to any court, whether the suit or
proceedi ngs be pending in the district of the judge or chancell or
granting the sanme or not. The fiat of such judge or chancell or
shal | authorize the issuance of the process for a wit returnable
to the proper court or before the proper officer; and all such
process or wits may be granted, issued and executed on Sunday.

SECTION 9. Section 9-1-23, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

9-1-23. The judges of the Suprene, circuit and county courts
and chancel l ors and judges of the Court of Appeals shall be
conservators of the peace for the state, each with full power to

do all acts which conservators of the peace may |lawfully do; and
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the circuit judges, * * * chancellors and county judges shal

reside within their respective districts * * *,

SECTI ON 10. Section 9-1-25, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-1-25. It shall not be |awful for any judge of the Suprene
Court, Court of Appeals or a judge of the circuit or county court,
or a chancellor to exercise the profession or enploynent of an
attorney or counsellor at law, or to be engaged in the practice of
| aw; and any person of fendi ng against this prohibition shall be
guilty of a high m sdenmeanor and be renoved fromoffice; but this

shall not prohibit a chancellor, * * * circuit judge, county judge

or a judge of the Court of Appeals frompracticing in any of the
courts for a period of six (6) nmonths fromthe tinme such judges or
chancel |l ors assune office so far as to enable themto bring to a
concl usi on cases actually pendi ng when they were appoi nted or

el ected in which such chancellor or judge was then enpl oyed, nor
shall a judge of the Suprene Court be hindered from appearing in
the courts of the United States in any case in which he was
engaged when he was appointed or el ected judge.

SECTION 11. Section 9-1-35, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-1-35. The clerk of the Supreme Court and of the Court of
Appeal s, at the expense of the state, and the clerk of every
circuit, county and chancery court, at the expense of the county,
shall keep a seal, with the style of the court around the nmargin
and the image of an eagle in the center.

SECTI ON 12. Section 9-1-36, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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9-1-36. (1) Each circuit judge, county judge and chancell or

shall receive an office operating all owance for the expenses of
operating the office of such judge, including retaining a | aw
clerk, legal research, stenographic help, stationery, stanps,
furniture, office equipnent, telephone, office rent and ot her
itens and expenditures necessary and incident to maintaining the
of fice of judge. Such allowance shall be paid only to the extent
of actual expenses incurred by any such judge as item zed and
certified by such judge to the Suprene Court and then in an anount
of Four Thousand Dol | ars ($4, 000.00) per annum however, such
j udge may expend sums in excess thereof fromthe conpensation
ot herwi se provided for his office. No part of this expense or
al | onance shall be used to pay an official court reporter for
services rendered to said court.

(2) In addition to the anobunts provided for in subsection
(1), there is hereby created a separate office allowance fund for
t he purpose of providing support staff to judges. This fund shal
be managed by the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts.

(3) Each judge who desires to enploy support staff after
July 1, 1994, shall nake application to the Adm nistrative Ofice
of Courts by submtting to the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts,

before July 1 each year, a proposed personnel plan setting forth

what support staff is deenmed necessary. Such plan may be
submtted by a single judge or by any conbi nation of judges
desiring to share support staff. In the process of the
preparation of the plan, the judges, at their request, may receive
advi ce, suggestions, reconmendati ons and ot her assistance fromthe

Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts. The Adm nistrative Ofice of
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467 Courts nust approve the positions, job descriptions and sal aries
468 before the positions nay be filled. The Adm nistrative Ofice of
469 Courts shall not approve any plan which does not first require the
470 expenditure of the funds in the support staff fund for

471 conpensation of any of the support staff before expenditure is
472 authorized of county funds for that purpose. Upon approval by the
473 Admnistrative Ofice of Courts, the judge or judges may appoi nt
474 the enployees to the position or positions, and each enpl oyee so
475 appointed will work at the will and pl easure of the judge or

476 judges who appointed himbut will be enployees of the

477 Admnistrative Ofice of Courts. Upon approval by the

478 Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts, the appointnment of any support
479 staff shall be evidenced by the entry of an order on the m nutes
480 of the court. Wien support staff is appointed jointly by two (2)
481 or nore judges, the order setting forth any appoi ntnent shall be
482 entered on the m nutes of each participating court.

483 (4) The Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts shall devel op and
484 promul gate m ninum qualifications for the certification of court
485 adm nistrators. Any court adm nistrator appointed on or after
486 Cctober 1, 1996, shall be required to be certified by the

487 Administrative Ofice of Courts.

488 (5) Support staff shall receive conpensation pursuant to
489 personnel policies established by the Adm nistrative Ofice of
490 Courts; however, fromand after July 1, 1994, the Admi nistrative
491 O fice of Courts shall allocate fromthe support staff fund an
492 anount of Forty Thousand Dol | ars ($40, 000.00) per fiscal year

493 (July 1 through June 30) per judge for whom support staff is

494 approved for the funding of support staff assigned to a judge or
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522

judges. Any enploynment pursuant to this subsection shall be
subj ect to the provisions of Section 25-1-53.

The Administrative Ofice of Courts may approve expenditure
fromthe fund for additional equipnent for support staff appointed
pursuant to this section in any year in which the allocation per
judge is sufficient to neet the equi pment expense after provision
for the conpensation of the support staff.

(6) For the purposes of this section, the follow ng terns
shal | have the nmeaning ascribed herein unless the context clearly
requi res otherw se:

(a) "Judges" neans circuit judges, county judges and

chancel |l ors, or any conbi nation thereof;

(b) "Support staff” nmeans court admnistrators, |aw
clerks, legal research assistants or secretaries, or any
conmbi nati on thereof, but shall not nmean school attendance
of ficers;

(c) "Conpensation" neans the gross salary plus al
anounts paid for benefits or otherwise as a result of enploynent
or as required by enploynent; provided, however, that only salary
earned for services rendered shall be reported and credited for
Publ i ¢ Enpl oyees' Retirenent System purposes. Anmpunts paid for
benefits or otherw se, including reinbursenent for travel
expenses, shall not be reported or credited for retirenent
pur poses.

(7) Title to all tangible property, excepting stanps,
stationery and m nor expendable office supplies, procured with
funds aut horized by this section, shall be and forever remain in

the State of M ssissippi to be used by the circuit judge or
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550

chancell or during the termof his office and thereafter by his
successors.

(8 Any * * * judge * * * who did not have a prinmary office
provi ded by the county on March 1, 1988, shall be allowed an
addi ti onal Four Thousand Dol | ars ($4, 000. 00) per annumto defray
t he actual expenses incurred by such judge * * * in maintaining an
of fice; however, any * * * judge * * * who had a primary office
provi ded by the county on March 1, 1988, and who vacated the
of fice space after such date for a legitimte reason, as
determ ned by the Departnent of Finance and Admi nistration, shal
be allowed the additional office expense allowance provi ded under
t hi s subsecti on.

(9) The Suprene Court, through the Adm nistrative Ofice of
Courts, shall submit to the Departnent of Finance and
Adm nistration the item zed and certified expenses for office
operating allowances that are directed to the court pursuant to
this section.

(10) The Suprene Court, through the Admi nistrative Ofice of
Courts, shall have the power to adopt rules and regul ations
regarding the adm nistration of the office operating all owance
aut hori zed pursuant to this section.

SECTI ON 13. Section 9-9-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-9-19. There shall be a * * * court to be styled "The

County Court of the County of " * * * in each county of

a county court district as determ ned to be necessary by the

seni or county court judge; but in counties where there are two (2)

judicial districts and in multicounty county court districts, the
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county court shall be convened in each judicial district and in

each county not less than four (4) tines each vyear

* * %

SECTI ON 14. Section 9-9-21, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-9-21. (1) The jurisdiction of the county court shall be
as follows: It shall have jurisdiction concurrent with the
justice court in all matters, civil and crimnal of which the
justice court has jurisdiction; and it shall have jurisdiction
concurrent with the circuit and chancery courts in all matters of
| aw and equity wherein the anmobunt of value of the thing in
controversy shall not exceed, exclusive of costs and interest, the
sum of Seventy-five Thousand Dol |l ars ($75,000.00), and the
jurisdiction of the county court shall not be affected by any
setoff, counterclaimor cross-bill in such actions where the
anount sought to be recovered in such setoff, counterclaimor
cross-bill exceeds Seventy-five Thousand Dol |l ars ($75, 000. 00).
Provi ded, however, the party filing such setoff, counterclaimor
cross-bill which exceeds Seventy-five Thousand Dol |l ars
($75, 000. 00) shall give notice to the opposite party or parties as
provided in Section 13-3-83, and on notion of all parties filed
within twenty (20) days after the filing of such setoff,
counterclaimor cross-bill, the county court shall transfer the
case to the circuit or chancery court wherein the county court is
situated and which woul d ot herwi se have jurisdiction. It shal
have exclusively the jurisdiction heretofore exercised by the
justice court in the following matters and causes: nanely,

em nent domain, the partition of personal property, and actions of
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unl awful entry and detainer, provided that the actions of em nent
dormai n and unl awful entry and detai ner may be returnabl e and
triable before the judge of said court in vacation.

(2) In nmulticounty court districts, it shall be lawful for

such court sitting in one (1) county to act upon any and al
matters of which it has jurisdiction as provided by law arising in
the other county under the jurisdiction of said court.

SECTI ON 15. Section 9-9-23, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-9-23. The county judge shall have power to issue wits,
and to try matters, of habeas corpus on application to him
therefor, or when nmade returnable before himby a superior judge.

He shall al so have the power to order the issuance of wits of
certiorari, supersedeas, attachments, and other renedial wits in
all cases pending in, or within the jurisdiction of, his court.
He shall have the authority to issue search warrants in his
district returnable to his own court or to any court of a justice

court judge within his district in the sane manner as i s provided

by law for the issuance of search warrants by justice court

judges. In all cases pending in, or within the jurisdiction of,
his court, he shall have, in termtinme, and in vacation, the power
to order, do or determne to the sane extent and in the same

manner as a justice court judge or a circuit judge or a chancell or

could do in termtinme or in vacation in such cases. But he shal
not have original power to issue wits of injunction, or other
remedial wits in equity or in |aw except in those cases

her ei nabove specified as being within his jurisdiction. Provided,

however, that when any judge or chancellor authorized to issue
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such wits of injunction, or any other equitable or |egal renedial
writs herei nabove reserved, shall so direct in witing the hearing
of application therefor may be by himreferred to the county
judge, in which event the said direction of the superior judge
shall vest in the said county judge all authority to take such
action on said application as the said superior judge could have
taken under the right and the |aw, had the said application been
at all times before the said superior judge. The jurisdiction
aut hori zed under the foregoing proviso shall cease upon the
denying or granting of the application.

SECTI ON 16. Section 43-21-107, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-21-107. (1) A youth court division is hereby created as
a division of the county court of each county now or hereafter
having a county court, and the county judge shall be the judge of
the youth court, unless another judge is naned by the county judge
as provided by this chapter.
* ok

(2) A youth court division is hereby created as a division
of the chancery court of each county in which no county
court * * * is maintained and any chancellor within a chancery
court district shall be the judge of the youth court of that
county within such chancery court district unless another judge is
naned by the senior chancellor of the county or chancery court
district as provided by this chapter.
* ok

SECTION 17. Section 43-21-111, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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43-21-111. (1) In any county not having a county court or
famly court the judge may appoint as provided in Section

43-21-123 youth court referees who shall be attorneys at |aw and

menbers of the bar in good standing to act in cases concerning
children within the jurisdiction of the youth court, and a youth
court referee shall hold office until renmoved by the judge. The

requi renent that youth court referees appointed pursuant to this

subsection be attorneys shall apply only to youth court referees

who were not first appointed regular or special referees prior to
July 1, 1991.

(2) Any referee appointed pursuant to subsection (1) of this
section shall be required to receive judicial training approved by
the M ssissippi Judicial College and shall be required to receive
regul ar annual continuing education in the field of juvenile
justice. The amount of judicial training and annual conti nuing
education which shall be satisfactory to fulfill the requirenents
of this section shall conformw th the anount prescribed by the
Rul es and Regul ations for Mandatory Continui ng Judici al Education
pronmul gated by the Supreme Court. The Administrative Ofice of
Courts shall maintain a roll of referees appointed under this
section, shall enforce the provisions of this subsection and shal
mai ntain records on all such referees regardi ng such training.
Should a referee mss two (2) consecutive training sessions
sponsored or approved by the M ssissippi Judicial College as
required by this subsection or fail to attend one (1) such
training session within six (6) nonths of their initial
appointnment as a referee, the referee shall be disqualified to

serve and be inmediately renoved as a referee and anot her nenber
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of the bar shall be appointed as provided in this section.

(3) The judge may direct that hearings in any case or class
of cases be conducted in the first instance by the referee. The
judge may al so del egate his own admi nistrative responsibilities to
the referee.

(4) Al hearings authorized to be heard by a referee shal
proceed in the sanme nmanner as hearings before the youth court
judge. A referee shall possess all powers and performall the
duties of the youth court judge in the hearings authorized to be
heard by the referee.

(5) An order entered by the referee shall be muil ed
imredi ately to all parties and their counsel. A rehearing by the
judge shall be allowed if any party files a witten notion for a
rehearing or on the court's own notion within three (3) days after
notice of referee's order. The youth court nay enlarge the tine
for filing a notion for a rehearing for good cause shown. Any
rehearing shall be upon the record of the hearing before the
referee, but additional evidence may be admtted in the discretion
of the judge. A notion for a rehearing shall not act as a
supersedeas of the referee's order, unless the judge shall so
order.

(6) The salary for the referee shall be based on a formula

establi shed by the Adninistrative office of Courts which shal

take into account the yvouth court's case load. The salary for a

referee serving in one (1) county shall not exceed the salary of a

nenber of the board of supervisors of that county. The salary of

a referee serving two (2) or nore counties shall not exceed an

anount equal to the conbined salaries of any one (1) nenber of the
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board of supervisors of the two (2) highest paid boards of

supervi sors of the counties serviced by that referee.

(7) * * * The judge of the chancery court may appoint a
suitabl e person as referee to two (2) or nore counties within his
district * * *,

SECTI ON 18. Section 43-21-117, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-21-117. (1) The youth court prosecutor shall represent
the petitioner in all proceedings in the youth court.

(2) The county prosecuting attorney shall serve as the youth
court prosecutor; however, if funds are avail able pursuant to
Section 43-21-123, the court nay designate, as provided in
subsection (3) of this section, a prosecutor or prosecutors in
lieu of or in addition to the county prosecuting attorney. * * *
The district attorney may participate in transfer proceedings.

(3) The judge may designate as provided in Section 43-21-123
sone suitable attorney or attorneys to serve as youth court
prosecutor or prosecutors in lieu of or in conjunction with the
yout h court prosecutor provided in subsection (2) of this section.
The designated youth court prosecutor or prosecutors shall be paid
a fee or salary fixed on order of the judge as provided in Section
43-21-123 and shall be paid by the county out of any avail able
funds budgeted for the youth court by the board of
supervisors * * *,

(4) Al youth court prosecutors and county prosecuting
attorneys who serve as youth court prosecutors shall be required
to receive juvenile justice training fromthe M ssissippi Attorney

General's office and regul ar annual continuing education in the
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719 field of juvenile justice. The M ssissippi Attorney General's
720 office shall determ ne the anount of juvenile justice training and
721 annual continuing education which shall be satisfactory to fulfill
722 the requirenments of this subsection. The Adm nistrative Ofice of
723 Courts shall maintain a roll of youth court prosecutors, shal

724 enforce the provisions of this subsection and shall rmaintain

725 records on all such youth court prosecutors regarding such

726 training. Should a youth court prosecutor mss tw (2)

727 consecutive training sessions sponsored by the M ssissipp

728 Attorney General's office as required by this subsection or fai
729 to attend one (1) such training session within six (6) nonths of
730 their designation as youth court prosecutor, the youth court

731 prosecutor shall be disqualified to serve and be i medi ately

732 renmoved fromthe office of youth court prosecutor and anot her

733 youth court prosecutor shall be designated.

734 SECTI ON 19. Section 43-21-123, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
735 anended as foll ows:

736 43-21-123. Except for expenses provided by state funds

737 and/or other nonies, the board of supervisors * * * shal

738 adequately provide funds for the operation of the youth court

739 division of the chancery court in conjunction with the regular

740 chancery court budget, or the county * * * courts where said

741 courts are constituted. In preparation for said funding, on an
742 annual basis at the tinme requested, the youth court judge or

743 admnistrator shall prepare and submt to the board of

744 supervisors * * * an annual budget which will identify the nunber,
745 staff position, title and anount of annual or nonthly conpensation

746 of each position as well as provide for other expenditures
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necessary to the functioning and operation of the youth court.
When the budget of the youth court or youth court judge is
approved by the board of supervisors * * * then the youth court
or youth court judge may enpl oy such persons as provided in the
budget fromtine to tine.

The board of supervisors of any county in which there is
| ocated a youth court * * * |s authorized to reinburse the youth
court judges and other youth court enpl oyees or personnel for
reasonabl e travel and expenses incurred in the perfornmance of
their duties and in attendi ng educati onal neetings offering
prof essional training to such persons as budget ed.

SECTI ON 20. Section 9-13-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as fol |l ows:

9-13-17. The circuit judge, chancellor * * * or county judge
may, by an order spread upon the m nutes and nade a part of the
records of the court, appoint an additional court reporter for a
termor part of a term whose duties, qualifications and
conpensation shall be the same as is now provided by |aw for
official court reporters. The additional court reporter shall be
subject to the control of the judge or chancellor, as is now
provi ded by law for official court reporters, and the judge or
chancel | or shall have the additional power to termnate the
appoi ntment of such additional court reporter, whenever in his
opi nion the necessity for such an additional court reporter ceases
to exist, by placing upon the mnutes of the court an order to
that effect. The regular court reporter shall not draw any
conpensation while the assistant court reporter alone is serving;

however, in the event the assistant court reporter is serving
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because of the illness of the regular court reporter, the court
may aut horize paynment of said assistant court reporter fromthe
Adm nistrative O fice of Courts without dimnution of the salary
of the regular court reporter, for a period not to exceed
forty-five (45) days in any one (1) cal endar year. However, in
any circuit, chancery or county * * * court district within the
State of Mssissippi, if the judge or chancellor shall determ ne
that in order to relieve the continuously crowded docket in such
district, or for other good cause shown, the appointnent of an
additional court reporter is necessary for the proper

adm ni stration of justice, he my, with the advice and consent of
the board of supervisors if the court district is conposed of a
single county and with the advice and consent of at |east one-half
(1/2) of the boards of supervisors if the court district is
conposed of nore than one (1) county, by an order spread upon the
m nutes and nmade a part of the records of the court, appoint an
addi tional court reporter. The additional court reporter shal
serve at the will and pleasure of the judge or chancellor, my be
a resident of any county of the state, and shall be paid a salary
designated by the judge or chancellor not to exceed the salary
aut hori zed by Section 9-13-19. The salary of the additional court
reporter shall be paid by the Admnistrative Ofice of Courts, as
provided in Section 9-13-19; and m | eage shall be paid to the
addi tional court reporter by the county as provided in the sane
section. The office of such additional court reporter appointed
under this section shall not be abolished or conpensation reduced
during the termof office of the appointing judge or chancell or

wi t hout the consent and approval of the appointing judge or
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chancel | or.

SECTI ON 21. Section 9-13-61, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-13-61. There shall be an official court reporter for each
county * * * judge in the State of M ssissippi, to be appointed by
such judge, for the purpose of perform ng the necessary and
requi red stenographic work of the court or division thereof over
whi ch the appointing judge is presiding, said work to be perforned
under the direction of such judge and in the sane manner and to
the sane effect as is provided in the chapter on court reporting.

* * * The reporters of said courts shall receive an annual
salary of not |ess than Twenty-four Thousand Dol | ars ($24, 000. 00)
and may, at the discretion of the board or boards of supervisors,
receive a nonthly salary equal to that of the reporter of the
circuit court district wherein the county lies, the sane to be

paid nonthly by the county out of its general fund, in a single

county court district, or by the counties out of their general

funds, in a nulticounty court district.

* * %

SECTI ON 22. Section 9-9-3, Mssissippi Code of 1972, which
provi des for the establishnment of a county court by agreenent
between two (2) or nore counties, is repealed.

SECTI ON 23. Section 9-9-9, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which
restricts the practice of law by a county court judge, is
r epeal ed.

SECTI ON 24. Section 9-9-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which
aut hori zes the governing body of certain municipalities to

suppl ement the salaries of county judicial officers, is repealed.
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SECTI ON 25. Section 9-9-14, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which
aut horizes two (2) county judgeships for Harrison County, is
repeal ed.

SECTI ON 26. Section 9-9-15, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which
aut hori zes three (3) county judgeships for H nds County, is
repeal ed.

SECTI ON 27. Section 9-9-16, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which
aut horizes two (2) county judgeshi ps for Washi ngton County, is
repeal ed.

SECTI ON 28. Section 9-9-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which
aut horizes two (2) county judgeshi ps for Jackson County, is
repeal ed.

SECTI ON 29. Section 9-9-37, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which
provi des for the establishment or abolition of county courts, is
repeal ed.

SECTI ON 30. Section 9-9-39, Mssissippi Code of 1972, which
provi des for transfer of pending matters in any county court that
may be abolished, is repeal ed.

SECTI ON 31. Section 9-9-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which
provi des for the abolition of county courts in certain counties,

i s repeal ed.

SECTI ON 32. Section 9-9-43, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which
requires |legislation action or election for abolition of county
courts in certain counties, is repealed.

SECTI ON 33. Section 9-9-45, M ssissippi Code of 1972, which
requires the establishnent or abolition of county courts under
certain circunstances, is repeal ed.

SECTION 34. Al famly courts are abolished fromand after
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January 1, 1998. All matters pending in any famly court
abol i shed shall be transferred to the county court of the county
wherein the famly court was |ocated without the necessity for any
notion or order of court for such transfer.

SECTI ON 35. Section 43-21-159, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

43-21-159. (1) Wen a person appears before a court other
than the youth court, and it is determ ned that the person is a
child under jurisdiction of the youth court, such court * * *|
unl ess the jurisdiction of the of fense has been transferred to
such court as provided in this chapter, or unless the child has
previ ously been the subject of a transfer fromthe youth court to
the circuit court for trial as an adult and was convi cted, shall
i mredi ately dismss the proceeding without prejudice and forward
al |l docunents pertaining to the cause to the youth court; and al
entries in permanent records shall be expunged. The youth court
shall have the power to order and supervise the expunction or the
destruction of such records in accordance with Section 43-21-265.
The youth court is authorized to expunge the record of any case
Withinits jurisdiction in which an arrest was nmade, the person
arrested was rel eased and the case was dism ssed or the charges
wer e dropped or there was no disposition of such case. 1In cases
where the child is charged with a hunting or fishing violation or

atraffic violation, except for driving of fenses under the

M ssissippi Inplied Consent Law, whether it be any state or

federal law, * * * or nunicipal ordinance or county resolution or
where the child is charged with a violation of Section 67-3-70,

the appropriate crimnal court nay proceed to di spose of the sane
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in the sane manner as for other * * * offenders and it shall not
be necessary to transfer the case to the youth court of the

county. The youth court, in addition to other action, may suspend

the driver's license of any child charged with an of f ense under

the M ssissippi Inplied Consent Law. Unless the cause has been

transferred, or unless the child has previously been the subject
of a transfer fromthe youth court to the circuit court for trial
as an adult * * * and was convicted, the youth court shall have
power on its own notion to renove jurisdiction fromany crimna
court of any offense including a hunting or fishing violation, a
traffic violation, or a violation of Section 67-3-70, conmtted by
a childin a matter under the jurisdiction of the youth court and
proceed therewith in accordance with the provisions of this
chapter.

(2) After conviction and sentence of any child by any other
court having original jurisdiction on a m sdeneanor charge, and
within the tine allowed for an appeal of such conviction and
sentence, the youth court of the county shall have the full power
to stay the execution of the sentence and to release the child on
good behavior or on other order as the youth court may see fit to
make unl ess the child has previously been the subject of a
transfer fromthe youth court to the circuit court for trial as an
adult and was convicted. Wen a child is convicted of a
m sdenmeanor and is commtted to, incarcerated in or inprisoned in
a jail or other place of detention by a crimnal court having
proper jurisdiction of such charge, such court shall notify the
youth court judge or the judge's designee of the conviction and

sentence prior to the commencenent of such incarceration. The
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youth court shall have the power to order and supervise the
destruction of any records involving children maintained by the
crimnal court in accordance with Section 43-21-265. However, the
youth court shall have the power to set aside a judgnent of any

ot her court rendered in any matter over which the youth court has
exclusive original jurisdiction, to expunge or destroy the records
t hereof in accordance with Section 43-21-265, and to order a
refund of fines and costs.

(3) Nothing in subsection (1) or (2) shall apply to a youth
who has a pending charge or a conviction for any crine over which
circuit court has original jurisdiction.

(4) In any case wherein the defendant is a child as defined
in this chapter and of which the circuit court has original
jurisdiction, the circuit judge, upon a finding that it would be
in the best interest of such child and in the interest of justice,
may at any stage of the proceedings prior to the attachnent of
j eopardy transfer such proceedings to the youth court for further
proceedi ngs unl ess the child has previously been the subject of a
transfer fromthe youth court to the circuit court for trial as an
adult and was convicted or has previously been convicted of a
crime which was in original circuit court jurisdiction, and the
youth court shall, upon acquiring jurisdiction, proceed as
provided in this chapter for the adjudication and disposition of
del i nquent child proceeding proceedings. |If the case is not
transferred to the youth court and the youth is convicted of a
crime by any circuit court, the trial judge shall sentence the
yout h as though such youth was an adult. The circuit court shal

not have the authority to commt such child to the custody of the
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Department of Youth Services for placenent in a state-supported
trai ni ng school

(5) In no event shall a court sentence an offender over the
age of eighteen (18) to the custody of the Division of Youth
Services for placenent in a state-supported training school.

(6) Wen a child' s driver's license is suspended by the
youth court for any reason, the clerk of the youth court shal
report the suspension, without a court order under Section
43-21-261, to the Conmmi ssioner of Public Safety in the same manner
as such suspensions are reported in cases involving adults.

(7) No offense involving the use or possession of a firearm
by a child who has reached his fifteenth birthday and which, if
commtted by an adult would be a felony, shall be transferred to
the youth court.

SECTI ON 36. The Attorney Ceneral of the State of M ssissipp
is hereby directed to submit this act, inmediately upon approval
by the Governor, or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to
a veto, to the Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the
United States District Court for the District of Colunbia in
accordance with the provisions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965,
as anended and extended.

SECTI ON 37. Section 3 of this act shall take effect and be
in force fromand after the date it is effectuated under Section 5
of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and extended, and the
remai nder of this act shall take effect on that date or on January

1, 2001, whichever is later.
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