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HOUSE BI LL NO. 894
(As Passed t he House)

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 13-5-1, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
REVI SE JUROR QUALI FI CATI ONS; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. Section 13-5-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

13-5-1. Every citizen not under the age of eighteen years,
who is either a qualified elector, or a resident freehol der of the
county for nore than one year, is able to read and wite, and has
not been convicted of an infanmous crine, or the unlawful sale of
intoxicating liquors within a period of five years and who i s not
an habitual drunkard, is a conpetent juror. No person who is or
has been within twel ve nonths the overseer of a public road or
road contractor shall, however, be conpetent to serve as a grand
juror. The lack of any such qualifications on the part of one or
more jurors shall not, however, vitiate an indictnent or verdict.

Moreover, no tal esnman or tales juror shall be qualified who has
served as such talesman or tales juror in the |last preceding two
years, and no juror shall serve on any jury who has served as such
for the |last preceding two years. No juror shall serve who has a
case of his own pending in that court, provided there are
sufficient qualified jurors in the district, and for trial at that
term

In order to determ ne that prospective jurors can read and
wite, the presiding judge shall, wth the assistance of the
clerk, distribute to the jury panel a formto be conpl eted

personal ly by each juror prior to being enpaneled as foll ows:
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"1. Your name Last First Mddle initial

Your hone address

Your occupation

Your tel ephone nunber | f none, wite none

2.
3.
4. Your age
5. Your telephone number __
6. If you live outside the county seat, the nunmber of mles

you |ive fromthe courthouse Ml es

Si gn your nane"

The judge shall personally exanm ne the answers of each juror
prior to enpaneling the jury and each juror who cannot conplete
t he above formshall be disqualified as a juror and di schar ged.

A list of any jurors disqualified for jury duty by reason of
inability to conplete the formshall be kept by the circuit clerk
and their nanes shall not be placed in the jury box thereafter
until such person can qualify as above provided.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage.
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