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HOUSE BI LL NO. 877

AN ACT TO CREATE THE PRESCRI PTI ON DRUG COVERAGE TASK FORCE TO
MAKE A COVPREHENSI VE STUDY OF EXI STI NG PRESCRI PTI ON DRUG COVERAGE
IN M SSI SSI PPI, EXAM NE AND STUDY APPROACHES TAKEN | N OTHER STATES
TO HELP MAKE PRESCRI PTI ON DRUGS MORE AFFORDABLE, AND MAKE
RECOMVENDATI ONS FOR ACTI ONS BY THE LEGQ SLATURE AND EXECUTI VE
BRANCH AGENCI ES TO MAKE PRESCRI PTI ON DRUGS MORE AFFORDABLE FOR
RESI DENTS OF M SSI SSI PPl ; TO PROVI DE FOR THE COVPCOSI TI ON OF THE
TASK FORCE; TO PROVI DE THAT THE TASK FORCE SHALL MAKE A REPORT OF
| TS WORK TO THE LEGQ SLATURE AND THE GOVERNOR BEFORE DECEMBER 15,
2000; TO PROVI DE THAT THE TASK FORCE SHALL BE ASSI GNED TO THE
Dl VI SI ON OF MEDI CAI D FOR ADM NI STRATI VE PURPOSES ONLY, AND THE
DI VI SI ON SHALL DESI GNATE STAFF TO ASSI ST THE TASK FORCE; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. (1) There is created the Prescription Drug

Coverage Task Force, which shall be conposed of thirteen (13)
menbers as foll ows:

(a) The Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Public Health
and Wl fare Conmittee of the House of Representatives;

(b) The Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Public Health
and Welfare Comm ttee of the Senate;

(c) One (1) menber of the House of Representatives
appoi nted by the Speaker of the House;

(d) One (1) menber of the Senate appointed by the
Li eut enant Gover nor;

(e) The Executive Director of the Division of Mdicaid,
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(f) The Conm ssioner of |nsurance;

(g0 Two (2) persons who are representatives of the
pharmaceuti cal manufacturing industry, to be appointed by the
Gover nor;

(h) One (1) person who is a pharnacist |icensed in
M ssi ssippi, to be appointed by the Governor; and

(i) Two (2) other persons appointed by the Governor.

(2) At its first neeting, the task force shall elect a
chai rman and vice chairman fromits nenbership, and shall adopt
rules for transacting its business and keeping records. Menbers
of the task force shall receive a per diemin the anmount provided
in Section 25-3-69 for each day engaged in the business of the
task force. Menbers of the task force other than the |egislative
menbers shall receive reinbursenent for travel expenses incurred
whi l e engaged in official business of the task force in accordance
Wi th Section 25-3-41, and the legislative nenbers of the task
force shall receive the expense all owance provided for in Section
5-1-47.

(3) The duties of the task force shall be to:

(a) Make a conprehensive study of prescription drug
coverage in M ssissippi, exam ning existing coverage under health
i nsurance plans and government prograns such as Medicaid and
Medi care; the problens that residents of M ssissippi have in
obt ai ni ng necessary prescription drugs at affordable prices; and
t he nunber and denographics of those residents of M ssissippi who
are unabl e to obtain necessary prescription drugs because of their
hi gh cost;

(b) Exam ne and study approaches taken by other states
to hel p nake prescription drugs nore affordable for the elderly
and ot her persons, specifically the programin Miine, which

provi des discounts on drugs to residents who | ack coverage; the
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programin California, which requires pharnmacies participating in
Medi caid to supply the sanme discounts to Medi care beneficiaries;
and the programin Texas, which provides for voluntary drug
rebates to be passed on to residents enrolled in certain prograns;
and

(c) Make recommendations for actions by the Legislature
and executive branch agencies to make prescription drugs nore
af fordabl e for residents of M ssissippi.

(4) Before Decenber 15, 2000, the task force shall make a
report of its work and shall submt a copy of the report to the
Legi sl ature and the Governor.

(5) The task force shall be assigned to the Division of
Medi caid for adm nistrative purposes only, and the division shal
designate staff to assist the task force. The task force nmay
solicit grants, donations and other funds, and nay accept and
expend any funds that are nmade available to the task force to
carry out its purpose.

(6) Al agencies, departnents, offices and institutions of
the state, including the state universities and the community and
junior colleges, shall cooperate with the task force with such
assi stance as requested by the task force.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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