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Fl aggs To: Fees and Sal aries of
Public Oficers

HOUSE BI LL NO. 875

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-13-19, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
| NCREASE THE SALARY FOR COURT REPORTERS FOR Cl RCU T AND CHANCERY
COURTS; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 9-13-19, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-13-19. (1) Court reporters for circuit and chancery

courts shall be paid an annual salary of Forty-three Thousand

Dol lars ($43,000.00) payable by the Adm nistrative Ofice of

Courts. In addition, any court reporter performng the duties of
a court admnistrator in the same judicial district in which the
person is enployed as a court reporter may be paid additional
conpensation for performng the court admnistrator duties. The
annual anount of the additional conpensation shall be set by vote
of the judges and chancellors for whomthe court adm nistrator
duties are perfornmed, with consideration given to the nunber of
hours per nonth devoted by the court reporter to performng the
duties of a court admnistrator. The additional conpensation
shall be submitted to the Admi nistrative O fice of Courts for
approval .

(2) The several counties in each respective court district
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shall transfer fromthe general funds of those county treasuries
to the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts a proportionate anmobunt to
be paid toward the annual conpensation of the court reporter,

i ncl udi ng any additional conpensation paid for the performance of
court adm nistrator duties. The anount to be paid by each county
shall be determ ned by the nunber of weeks in which court is held
in each county in proportion to the total nunmber of weeks court is
held in the district. For purposes of this section, the term
"conpensation” nmeans the gross salary plus all anmounts paid for
benefits, or otherwi se, as a result of enploynent or as required
by enpl oynent, but does not include transcript fees otherw se
authorized to be paid by or through the counties. However, only
salary earned for services rendered shall be reported and credited
for retirenent purposes. Anmounts paid for transcript fees,
benefits or otherw se, including reinbursenent for travel

expenses, shall not be reported or credited for retirenent

pur poses.

For exanple, if there are thirty-eight (38) schedul ed court
weeks in a particular district, a county in which court is
schedul ed five (5) weeks out of the year would have to pay
five-thirty-eighths (5/38) of the total annual conpensati on.

(3) The salary and any additional conpensation for the
performance of court adm nistrator duties shall be paid in twelve
(12) installnments on the | ast working day of each nonth after it
has been duly authorized by the appointing judge or chancellor and
an order duly placed on the mnutes of the court. Each county
shall transfer to the Admnistrative Ofice of Courts one-twelfth
(1/12) of the amount required to be paid pursuant to subsection
(2) of this section by the twentieth day of each nonth for the
salary that is to be paid on the |ast working day of the nonth.

The Admi nistrative Ofice of Courts shall pay to the court
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reporter the total anount of salary due for that nonth. Any
county may pay, in the discretion of the board of supervisors, by
the twentieth day of January of any year, the amount due for a
full twelve (12) nonths.

(4) Fromand after COctober 1, 1996, all circuit and chancery
court reporters will be enployees of the Adm nistrative Ofice of
Courts.

(5 No circuit or chancery court reporter shall be entitled
to any conpensation for any special or extended term of court
after passage of this section.

(6) No chancery or circuit court reporter shall practice | aw
in the court within which he or she is the court reporter.

(7) For all travel required in the perfornmance of official
duties, the circuit or chancery court reporter shall be paid
m | eage by the county in which the duties were perforned at the
sane rate as provided for state enployees in Section 25-3-41. The
court reporter shall file in the office of the clerk of the court
whi ch he serves a certificate of m | eage expense incurred during
that term and paynent of such expense to the court reporter shal
be paid on all owance by the judge of such court.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after COctober 1, 2000.
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