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May o To: Juvenil e Justice

HOUSE BI LL NO. 851

AN ACT TO PROVIDE CRI M NAL LI ABILITY FOR PARENTS OF CERTAI N
CHI LDREN WHO POSSESS THE PARENT' S FI REARM AVWAY FROM HOVE W THOUT
SUPERVI SI ON; TO PROVI DE PENALTI ES FOR VI OLATI ONS; TO AMEND SECTI ON
97-37-1, M SSISSI PPl CODE OF 1972, | N CONFORM TY THERETO, AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. (1) If a mnor under the age of thirteen (13)
years possesses a firearmbelonging to the parent of such m nor
outside of the honme of the parent and w thout the supervision of
the parent, the parent shall be guilty of a m sdenmeanor and, upon
conviction, shall be punished by a fine of not nore than One
Thousand Dol | ars ($1, 000.00) or by inprisonnent for not nore than
one (1) years, or both.

(2) If a mnor child under the age of thirteen (13) years
possesses a firearmas described in subsection (1) of this section
and such firearmis used in the conm ssion of a crime or is used
t o harm anot her person, the parent of such minor child shall be
guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, shall be punished by a
fine of nore than Five Thousand Dol |l ars ($5, 000.00) or by
i mprisonnment for not nore than five (5) years, or both.

SECTION 2. Section 97-37-1, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is

anended as foll ows:
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97-37-1. (1) Except as otherw se provided in Section

45-9-101 and Section 1 of this act, any person who carries,

concealed in whole or in part, any bowi e knife, dirk knife,
but cher knife, swi tchblade knife, nmetallic knuckles, blackjack,
slingshot, pistol, revolver, or any rifle with a barrel of |ess
than sixteen (16) inches in length, or any shotgun with a barrel
of | ess than eighteen (18) inches in |length, nmachine gun or any
fully automatic firearmor deadly weapon, or any muffler or
silencer for any firearm whether or not it is acconpanied by a
firearm or uses or attenpts to use agai nst anot her person any
imtation firearm shall upon conviction be punished as foll ows:

(a) By a fine of not | ess than One Hundred Dol |l ars
($100. 00) nor nore than Five Hundred Dol | ars ($500.00), or by
i mprisonnment in the county jail for not nore than six (6) nonths,
or both, in the discretion of the court, for the first conviction
under this section.

(b) By a fine of not | ess than One Hundred Dol |l ars
($100. 00) nor nore than Five Hundred Dol |l ars ($500.00), and
i mprisonnment in the county jail for not less than thirty (30) days
nor nore than six (6) nonths, for the second conviction under this
section.

(c) By inprisonnent in the State Penitentiary for not
| ess than one (1) year nor nore than five (5) years, for the third
or nore convictions under this section.

(d) By inprisonnent in the State Penitentiary for not
| ess than one (1) year nor nore than five (5) years for any person
previ ously convicted of any felony who is convicted under this
section.

(2) It shall not be a violation of this section for any

person over the age of eighteen (18) years to carry a firearmor

deadl y weapon concealed in whole or in part within the confines of
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his own honme or his place of business, or any real property
associated with his home or business or within any notor vehicle.
(3) It shall not be a violation of this section for any
person to carry a firearmor deadly weapon conceal ed in whole or
in part if the possessor of the weapon is then engaged in a
| egitimate weapon-rel ated sports activity or is going to or
returning fromsuch activity. For purposes of this subsection,
"l egitimate weapon-rel ated sports activity” means hunti ng,
fishing, target shooting or any other |egal sports activity which
normal Iy involves the use of a firearmor other weapon.
SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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