M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

Stevens, Chism O arke, Frierson, To: Judiciary A

Mast er son, Montgonery (74th)
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HOUSE BI LL NO. 837

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-13-107, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO DEFI NE THE PRACTI CE OF COURT REPORTI NG TO PROH BI' T THE
UNAUTHORI ZED PRACTI CE OF COURT REPORTI NG TO PROVI DE PENALTI ES FOR
THE UNAUTHORI ZED PRACTI CE OF COURT REPORTI NG TO PROVI DE THAT
FI NES COLLECTED FOR VI OLATIONS OF THI S SECTI ON SHALL BE PLACED I N
A SPECI AL FUND, TO AMEND SECTI ON 9-13-121, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO REVI SE THE DURATI ON OF A TEMPORARY PERM T; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 9-13-107, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

9-13-107. (1) No person shall be qualified or authorized to
report testinony or proceedings relevant to nmatters under the
jurisdiction of the courts of the State of M ssissippi, all state
agencies or the Legislature or any commttee or subconmttee
t hereof, or where appeal to any court of the State of M ssissipp
is allowable by | aw, unless such person satisfies the provisions
of Sections 10 through 20 of this act with respect to
certification. Sections 10 through 20 of this act shall not be
construed to apply to any proceedi ngs that take place outside the
borders of the State of M ssissippi.

(2) Every applicant for exam nation for certification as a
Certified Shorthand Reporter shall file with the person designated

by the board a witten application in the formprescribed by the
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board. At the tinme the application is filed, the applicant shal
pay to the board an application fee established by regul ation,

whi ch fee shall not be subject to withdrawal by the applicant in

t he event he shoul d decide not to take the exami nation or is
denied the right to take the exam nation. Upon request, the board
shall forward to any interested person application forns together
with the text of this act and copies of regul ati ons pronul gated by
t he board under the provisions of this chapter.

(3) "Court Reporting" is defined as the practice of

conpiling a verbatimrecord of an oral judicial, adm nistrative or

| eqi sl ative hearing, deposition or any other proceedi ng by

shorthand, nechanical, electronic or other neans.

(4) It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in the

practice of court reporting who has not been certified under

Sections 9-13-101 through 9-13-121. Any person who is found to be

in violation of this provision, after a hearing conducted by the

board in keeping with its requlations and consistent with due

process considerations, shall be liable for a nobnetary penalty of

not nore than One Hundred Dol |l ars ($100.00) per day for each day

that the board has determ ned that the violation occurred. The

fine shall be paid to the board by the violator or the firm

enpl oying the violator. Any nonies collected by the board under

this section shall be deposited into the special fund created in

Section 9-13-119(2).

(5) Nothing in this section shall be construed as barring

crimnal prosecution for violation of the provisions of this

chapter where such violations are deened as crimnal offenses in

other statutes of this state or of the United States.

SECTION 2. Section 9-13-121, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows:

9-13-121. (1) Examnations for certification shall be given

H B. No. 837
00\ HR40\ R1224
PAGE 2



56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

not | ess than each six (6) nonths, at a tine and pl ace desi gnated
by the board. Notification of such exam nations shall be given
each applicant in witing not less than thirty (30) days before
exam nati on date.

(2) Unsuccessful exam nees may apply to the board for
anot her exam nation by resubm ssion of their applications and
paynent of the fee to the board.

(3) Tenporary certificates issued by the board shall not

exceed six (6) nonths in duration fromthe date of issue.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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