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d ark To: \Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 756

AN ACT TO CREATE A NEW SECTI ON TO BE CCDI FI ED AS SECTI ON
27-19-56. 15, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO REQUI RE OMNERS OF ALL-
TERRAI' N VEHI CLES TO REAQ STER SUCH VEH CLES AND OBTAI N A SPECI AL
LI CENSE TAG TO PRESCRI BE FEES FOR THE | SSUANCE OF SUCH LI CENSE
TAGS; TO PROVI DE THAT | T SHALL BE UNLAWFUL FOR A PERSON VWHO OMNS
AN ALL- TERRAIN VEHI CLE TO FAIL TO PURCHASE OR DI SPLAY THE SPECI AL
LI CENSE TAG ON SUCH VEHI CLE, AND TO PRESCRI BE A PENALTY FOR A
VI OLATI ON THEREOF; TO AMEND SECTI ON 27-51-41, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO EXEMPT SUCH SPECI AL LI CENSE TAGS FROM AD VALOREM TAX; AND
FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section
27-19-56. 15, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

27-19-56.15. (1) The term"all-terrain vehicle,” as used in

this section, means any notorized vehicle manufactured and

desi gned exclusively for off-road use that is fifty (50) inches or
|l ess in width, has an unladen dry wei ght of six hundred (600)
pounds or less, travels on three (3), four (4) or nore | ow
pressure tires, has a seat designed to be straddled by the
operat or and uses handl ebars for steering control.

(2) Beginning July 1, 2000, every owner of an all-terrain
vehicle who is a resident of this state shall register such
vehicle with the county tax collector and shall pay a fee in the
anount provided in subsection (4) of this section. Upon

regi stration and paynent of such fee, the applicant shall be
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i ssued a special license tag for such all-terrain vehicle. The
special license tags so issued shall be of such color, design and
size as the State Tax Commi ssion may prescribe and shall consi st
of such letters or nunbers, or both, as may be necessary to

di stingui sh each |icense tag.

(3) Application for the special |icense tags authorized by
this section shall be made to the county tax collector on forns
prescri bed by the State Tax Commi ssion. The application and the
regi stration fee inposed under subsection (4) of this section,
| ess five percent (5% thereof to be retained by the tax
collector, shall be remtted to the State Tax Conmi ssion within
seven (7) days of the date the application is made. The portion
of the registration fee retained by the tax collector shall be
deposited into the county general fund. The portion of the
registration fee paid to the State Tax Comm ssion shall be
deposited into the State General Fund.

(4) Any person applying for a special license tag under this
section shall pay a registration fee in the anount of Ten Dollars
($10.00) for each special license tag applied for under this
section. The special license tags issued under the provisions of
this section shall be exenpt fromall privilege taxes, ad val orem
taxes or other taxes or fees. The registration fee shall be a
one-tinme fee which shall not again be due or payable for as |ong
as the applicant owns the vehicle. |If the owner sells or
transfers ownership of the vehicle, the purchaser or transferee
shal | make application for the issuance of a new special |icense
tag and shall pay the registration fee required under this
subsecti on.

(5) |If a special license tag issued under this section is
| ost, stolen or destroyed, the owner nay meke application and

affidavit for a replacenent special license tag. The fee for a
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repl acenent special license tag shall be Five Dollars ($5.00).
The tax collector receiving such application and affidavit shal
be entitled to retain and deposit into the county general fund
five percent (5% of the fee for such replacenent |icense tag and
t he remai nder shall be distributed in the same manner as funds
fromthe sale of original special |icense tags issued under this
secti on.

(6) The county tax collector shall maintain a record of each
special license tag issued under this section in the same nanner
as records are maintained for regular |license tags issued by the
tax collector.

(7) Any person who violates this section by failing to
purchase a special license tag or by failing to display such
license tag on an all-terrain vehicle at all times is guilty of a
m sdenmeanor and may be fined in an anount not to exceed
Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00). However, conviction for a violation
of this section shall not be entered upon the driving record of
any individual and no state assessnent provided for by Section
99-19-73, or any other provision of |aw may be inposed or
col | ect ed.

(8) The purchase or display of a special |icense tag issued
under this section shall not authorize or make it lawful for a
person to operate an all-terrain vehicle upon a public highway,
road or street in this state.

SECTION 2. Section 27-51-41, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ JWB1]

27-51-41. (1) The exenptions fromthe provisions of this

chapter shall be confined to those persons or property exenpted by
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this chapter or by the provisions of the Constitution of the
United States or the State of Mssissippi. No exenption as now
provi ded by any other statute shall be valid as against the tax
| evied by this chapter. Any subsequent exenption fromthe tax
| evi ed hereunder shall be provided by anmendnment to this section
whi ch shall be inserted in the bill at |ength.

(2) The followi ng shall be exenpt from ad val oremtaxation

(a) Al notor vehicles, as defined in this chapter, and
i ncl udi ng notor-propelled farminpl enents and vehicles, while in
t he hands of bona fide deal ers as nerchandi se and which are not
bei ng operated upon the highways of this state, shall be exenpt
fromall ad val oremtaxes.

(b) Al notor vehicles belonging to the federal
government or the State of M ssissippi or any agencies or
instrunentalities thereof shall be exenpt fromall ad val orem
t axes.

(c) Al notor vehicles owned by any school district in
the state shall be exenpt fromall ad val oremtaxes.

(d) Al notor vehicles owned by any fire protection
district incorporated in accordance with Sections 19-5-151 through
19-5-207 or by any fire protection grading district incorporated
in accordance with Sections 19-5-215 through 19-5-243 shall be
exenpt fromall ad val oremtaxes.

(e) Al notor vehicles owned by units of the
M ssi ssi ppi National Guard shall be exenpt fromall ad val orem
t axes.

(f) Al notor vehicles which are exenpted from hi ghway

privilege taxes under Section 27-19-1 et seq. shall be exenpt from
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ad val orem t axes.

(g) Al notor vehicles operated in this state as common
and contract carriers of property, private conmercial carriers of
property, private carriers of property and buses, all of which
have a gross weight in excess of ten thousand (10, 000) pounds,
shall be exenpt fromall ad val oremtaxes.

(h) Antique autonobiles as defined in Section 27-19-47
shall be exenpt fromall ad val oremtaxes.

(i) Street rods as defined in Section 27-19-56.6 shal
be exenpt fromall ad val oremtaxes.

(j) Motor vehicles owed by disabl ed Anerican veterans,
or by spouses of deceased disabl ed Anerican veterans, in
accordance with Section 27-19-53, shall be exenpt fromall ad
val orem t axes.

(k) One (1) nmotor vehicle owned by the unrenmarried
surviving spouse of a nmenber of the Arned Forces of the United
States who, while on active duty, is killed or dies and one (1)
not or vehicle owned by the unremarried surviving spouse of a
menber of a reserve conponent of the Arnmed Forces of the United
States or of the National Guard who, while on active duty for
training, is killed or dies shall be exenpt from ad val oremt axes.

(1) Mdtor vehicles owned by recipients of the
Congr essi onal Medal of Honor or by forner prisoners of war, or by
spouses of such deceased persons, in accordance with Section
27-19-54, shall be exenpt fromall ad val oremtaxes.

(m Any religious society, ecclesiastical body or any
congregation thereof shall be exenpt from ad val oremtaxati on on

one (1) private carrier of passengers, as defined in Section
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27-19-3, owned by it, which is used exclusively for such society
and not for profit. Al notor vehicles owned by any such
religious society or any educational institution having a seating
capacity greater than seven (7) passengers and used exclusively
for transporting passengers for religious or educational purposes
and not for profit shall be exenpt fromall ad val oremtaxes.

(n) Al notor vehicles primarily used as rental s under
rental agreenents with a termof not nore than thirty (30)
conti nuous days each and under the control of persons who are
engaged in the business of renting such notor vehicles and who are
subject to the tax under Section 27-65-231 shall be exenpt from
all ad val orem t axes.

(o) Antique notorcycles as defined in Section
27-19-47.1, shall be exenpt fromall ad val oremtaxes.

(p) Mtor vehicles owned by recipients of the Purple
Heart as provided in Section 27-19-56.5.

(q) All-terrain vehicles, as defined under Section

27-19-56.15, are exenpt fromall ad val oremtaxes.

(3) Any claimfor tax exenption by authority of the
above-nenti oned code sections or by any other |egal authority
shall be set out in the application for the road and bri dge
privilege license, and the specific legal authority for such tax
exenption claimshall be cited in said application, and such
authority cited shall be shown by the tax collector on the tax
receipt as his authority for not collecting such ad val oremt axes,
and the tax collector shall carry forward such information in his
tax collection reports.

(4) Any notor vehicle driven over the highways of this state
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to the extent that the owner of such notor vehicle is required to
purchase a road and bridge privilege license in this state, yet
the legal situs of such notor vehicle is |ocated in another state,
shall be exenpt from ad val oremtaxes authorized by this chapter
(5) |If a taxpayer shall sell, trade or otherw se dispose of
a vehicle on which the ad val orem and road and bridge privil ege
t axes have been paid in any county in the state, he shall renove
the license plate fromthe vehicle. Such license plate nust be
surrendered to the issuing authority with the correspondi ng tax
receipt, if required, and credit shall be allowed for the taxes
paid for the remaining tax year on like privilege or ad val orem
t axes due on another vehicle owned by the seller or transferor or
by the seller's or transferor's spouse or dependent child. |If the
seller or transferor does not elect to receive such credit at the
time the license plate is surrendered, the issuing authority shal
issue a certificate of credit to the seller or transferor, or to
the seller's or transferor's spouse or dependent child, or to any
ot her person, business or corporation, at the direction of the
seller or transferor, for the remaining unexpired taxes prorated
fromthe first day of the nonth followi ng the nonth in which the
|icense plate is surrendered. The total of such credit may be
used by the person or entity to whomthe certificate of credit is
i ssued, regardless of the relative anounts attributed to privilege
taxes or to county, school or nunicipal ad val oremtaxes. Any
credit allowed for taxes due or any certificate of credit issued
may be applied to |ike taxes owed in any county by the person to
whomthe credit is allowed or by the person possessing the

certificate of credit. No credit, however, shall be all owed on
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the charge made for the license plate. Such license plates
surrendered to the tax collector shall be retained by him and in
no event shall such license plate be attached to any vehicle after
bei ng surrendered to the tax collector, nor shall any license

pl ate be transferred fromone (1) vehicle to any other vehicle.

(6) |If the person owning a vehicle subject to taxation under
the provisions of this chapter does not operate such vehicle on
t he highways of this state fromthe date of acquisition or, if
previously registered, fromthe end of the anniversary nonth of
the tag and decals to the date on which he nakes application for a
current license tag or decals, he shall pay such ad val oremtax
for a period of twelve (12) nonths beginning with the first day of
the nonth in which he applies for a current |license tag or decals
under Chapter 19, Title 27, M ssissippi Code of 1972. The owner
shall submt an affidavit with an application attesting to the
fact that the vehicle was not operated on the highways of this
state fromthe date of acquisition or, if previously registered,
fromthe end of the anniversary nonth of the tag and decals to the
date on which he makes application for the current |icense tag or
decal s.

(7) Any person found violating any of the provisions of this
section shall be arrested and tried, and if found guilty shall be
fined in an anmount double the total amount of taxes invol ved.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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