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Conpretta To: Ways and Means

HOUSE BI LL NO. 742

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 27-19-17, 27-19-141 AND 27-19-153,
M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE FOR THE | SSUANCE OF PERMANENT
LI CENSE PLATES FOR TRAI LERS AND SEM TRAI LERS USED | N | NTERSTATE
COMVERCE; TO PRESCRI BE A FEE FOR SUCH LI CENSE PLATES; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 27-19-17, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ JWB1]

27-19-17. (1) In all cases where a trailer or semtrailer
is used for the transportation of property, either as a common
carrier, contract carrier, private comrercial carrier, private
carrier, or otherwise, and is operated in conjunction with, and is
drawn by a tractor, or other notor vehicle, the tax upon such
notor vehicle, truck tractor or road tractor shall be cal cul ated
and | evied on the maxi mum gross wei ght of such vehicle, and the
tax to be | evied upon the operator thereof upon each notor
vehicle, truck tractor or road tractor drawing a semtrailer or
trailer shall be conputed in accordance with the foregoing
schedul es in the proper classification. In such cases, however,
the gross weight of the trailer or semtrailer shall be conbi ned
with the gross weight of the truck tractor, road tractor or other

notor vehicle, and the total gross weight of both vehicles counted
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as one (1) unit shall be used in determning the tax to be paid
under this article. Provided, however, that no tax shall be
| evied upon any trailer or any farmtractor using the highways
solely in hauling or transporting farm products of the soil from
the farmto the gin or market, or transporting fertilizer or feed
to the farm where the gross wei ght does not exceed ei ght thousand
(8,000) pounds, and where the title to such products is still in
t he producer thereof.

(2) (a) On each trailer, semtrailer, house trailer, house
semtrailer, travel trailer, rental trailer or rental semtrailer
used with or drawn by any notor vehicle upon the highways of this

state, except trailers and semtrailers used in interstate

commerce, there is hereby |evied an annual hi ghway privilege tax

of Ten Dollars ($10.00).

(b) In lieu of the annual highway privilege tax and

registration fees levied under the laws of this state, a special

license tax fee shall be levied on the operation of trailers and

semtrailers, as defined by Section 27-19-3, which travel in

interstate commerce. The fee shall be Sixty-five Dollars ($65.00)

and shall be issued on a permanent basis w thout renewal.

Upon receipt of an application for a trailer license plate on

a formprescribed by the comm ssion, and upon paynent of the fee

prescribed, the applicant may be issued a trailer license plate on

a permanent basis. The license plate shall bear no date but shal

bear the inscription "TRAILER " The certificate of reqgistration

and reqgistration plate issued for a specific vehicle shal

continue valid for the duration of the owner's interest in the

vehi cl e. If title is transferred, the owner nust surrender the

license plate. No reqgistration for trailers or semtrailers nmay

be transferred for any reason and a new reqgi stration nust be

acquired for additional trailers. No credit may be all owed upon
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surrender of the license plate.

(3) Before issuing a license for any trailer or semtrailer,
t he owner thereof shall furnish the comm ssion a serial nunber for
such trailer or semtrailer, and if the same does not bear a
serial nunber, then the comm ssion shall assign to the owner a
serial nunmber, to be placed on such trailer or semtrailer. Said
serial nunmber shall be stanped or printed on such trailer or
semtrailer at sonme convenient and accessible | ocation and shal
be used in nmaking application for and issuing the privilege
| i cense for such trailer or semtrailer

(4) No tax shall be inposed on the wagons or trailers, or
the tractors drawi ng sane, of circuses, carnivals, fairs and other
shows using nunicipal streets or public highways, when such wagons
or trailers are shipped into the State of M ssissippi by railroad,
and use such streets and highways only in transporting such
trailers, or wagons fromthe railroad to be placed where such
circus, carnival, fair or other showis to be held or staged, and
in returning such trailers and wagons from such place to the
railroad for rel oading.

SECTION 2. Section 27-19-141, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ JWB2]

27-19-141. In case any person, other than a deal er or agent,
shall sell, assign or transfer any vehicle to another person, the
person acquiring such vehicle shall register the vehicle with the
county tax collector of his residence or the State Tax Conmi ssion
wi thin seven (7) working days after such sale, assignnment or
transfer and pay the annual privilege |license taxes. The seller

or transferor shall renove the license plate fromthe vehicle and
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retain sane. Such license plate nust be surrendered to the

i ssuing authority with the corresponding tax receipt if required,
and credit shall be allowed for the taxes paid for the remaining
tax year on like privilege or ad val orem taxes due on anot her

vehicl e owned by the seller or transferor, or by the seller's or

transferor's spouse or dependent child. However, no credit nmay be

all owed on the special license tax fees charged for pernmanent

trailer license plates. Privilege taxes on vehicles registered in

excess of ten thousand (10, 000) pounds gross vehicle weight,
apportioned vehicles, rental and commercial trailers and buses,

other than trailers and semtrailers used in interstate conmerce,

shall be considered |ike taxes only for vehicles registered in
excess of ten thousand (10,000) pounds gross vehicle weight,
apportioned vehicles, rental and commercial trailers and buses.
Privilege or ad val oremtaxes on vehicles with a gross vehicle

wei ght of ten thousand (10,000) pounds or |ess shall be considered
| i ke taxes only for vehicles with a gross vehicle weight of ten

t housand (10, 000) pounds or less. |If the seller or transferor
does not elect to receive such credit at the tinme the license
plate is surrendered, the issuing authority shall issue a
certificate of credit to the seller or transferor, or to the
seller's or transferor's spouse or dependent child, or to any

ot her person, business or corporation, at the direction of the
seller or transferor, for the remaining unexpired taxes prorated
fromthe first day of the nonth followi ng the nonth in which the
|icense plate is surrendered. Any credit allowed for taxes due or
any certificate of credit issued may be applied to |like taxes owed

in any county by the person to whomthe credit is allowed or by
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t he person possessing the certificate of credit. No credit,
however, shall be allowed on the charge made for registration fees
and any tag fees. Such license plates surrendered to the tax
coll ector shall be retained by him and in no event shall such
| i cense plate be attached to any notor vehicle after being
surrendered to the tax collector, nor shall any license plate be
transferred fromone (1) notor vehicle to any other notor vehicle.
Certificates of credit shall be designed and furni shed by the

conmi ssi oner .

SECTION 3. Section 27-19-153, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as foll ows: [ JWB3]

27-19-153. \Whenever any vehicle in excess of ten thousand
(10, 000) pounds, gross vehicle weight, apportioned vehicles,

rental and comercial trailers and buses, other than trailers and

semtrailers used in interstate commerce, which have been

regi stered and the annual tax paid thereon shall be sold or
transferred, the purchaser or transferee thereof shall not be
|iable for any further or additional tax for the period of tine
covered by the original privilege |icense unless the original
license is surrendered and a repl acenent |icense issued therefor
under the provisions of Section 27-19-71 of this article, or

unl ess there be sone change in the classification or gross wei ght
of such vehicle.

Provi ded, however, when any vehicle which has been registered
by the State of M ssissippi or any county or city, |evee district,
school or drainage district, or any other political subdivision
t hereof, shall be sold or transferred, the person selling the

vehicle for the state or political subdivision thereof shal
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renove the |icense tag which was issued to the state or politica
subdi vi sion thereof for the vehicle being sold, and the purchaser
or transferee thereof shall have five (5) full working days,
exclusive of the date of delivery, within which to register the
vehicle in the proper classification and gross wei ght bracket and
shall pay the privilege license tax required for the vehicle. Any
purchaser or transferee failing or refusing to register a vehicle
acquired fromthe state or political subdivision thereof shall be
liable for the full annual privilege |icense tax, plus a penalty
t hereon as provided in Section 27-19-63.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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