M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Frierson, Bailey, Baker, Banks, Barbour, To: Universities and

Barnett (116th), Barnett (92nd), Bl acknon, Col | eges;

Bowl es, Broonfield, Brown, Caneron, Capps, Appropriations

Chism Cark, Carke, Coleman (29th), Col eman

(65th), Conpretta, Creel, Cumm ngs, Davis,

Dedeaux, Denny, Di ckson, Eads, Eakes, Eaton,

Ellington, Ellis, Ellzey, Espy, Evans, Fillingane, Flaggs, Flem ng, Ford,

For mby, Franks, Fredericks, Gadd, G bbs, Geen, Gist, Guice, Ham |ton

Harri son, Henderson, Holland, Holl oway, Horne, Howell, Huddl eston, Hudson,

| shee, Janus, Jennings, Ketchings, Livingston, Lott, Malone, Mples, Markham
Martinson, Masterson, Mayo, MBride, MCoy, Mddleton, Mles, Mtchell, Moak,
Mont gonmery (15th), Montgonery (74th), Mody, More (100th), More (60th),
Morris, Moss, Myers, Nettles, N cholson, Peranich, Perkins, Pierce, Read,
Reeves, Reynol ds, Roberson, Robertson, Robinson (63rd), Robinson (84th),
Rogers, Rotenberry, Rushing, Ryals, Scott (17th), Scott (80th), Shows,
Sinpson, Smith (27th), Smith (35th), Smith (39th), Smith (59th), Snowden,

St evens, Straughter, Stringer, Taylor, Thomas, Thornton, Wllace, Ward,
Warren, \Watson, Weathersby, Wells-Smth, West, Whittington, Wods, Young,
Zuber

HOUSE BI LL NO. 729
(As Passed t he House)

AN ACT TO CREATE NEW SECTI ON 37-143-6, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO ESTABLI SH A MEDI CAL EDUCATI ON SCHOLARSHI P PROGRAM TO
PROVI DE UP TO 20 NEW RECI PI ENTS EACH YEAR WTH A FULL SCHOLARSHI P
TO OBTAIN A MEDI CAL EDUCATI ON AT THE UNI VERSI TY OF M SSI SSI PP
SCHOCOL OF MEDI CI NE AT NO COST; TO PROVI DE THAT THE PROGRAM SHALL
BE ADM NI STERED BY THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF
H GHER LEARNI NG TO PROVI DE THAT THE PROGRAM SHALL BE FUNDED FROM
MONI ES APPROPRI ATED FROM THE HEALTH CARE EXPENDABLE FUND; TO
PROVI DE THAT SCHOLARSHI P RECI PI ENTS MUST AGREE TO PRACTI CE FAM LY
10 MEDI CI NE FOR AT LEAST TEN YEARS I N AN AREA OF THE STATE THAT IS A
11 CRITI CAL NEEDS AREA FOR PRI MARY MEDI CAL CARE; TO ESTABLI SH A
12 COW TTEE THAT W LL ANNUALLY DETERM NE AND DES|I GNATE THE CRI TI CAL
13 NEEDS AREAS I N VWH CH SCHOLARSHI P RECI PI ENTS MAY PRACTI CE | N ORDER
14 TO FULFILL THEI R CONTRACTUAL OBLI GATI ON; TO PROVI DE THAT | F A
15 SCHOLARSHI P RECI PI ENT LEAVES MEDI CAL SCHOOL OR H' S OR HER
16 RESI DENCY BEFORE COVPLETI ON OR LEAVES PRACTI CI NG FAM LY MeEDI Cl NE
17 |IN A CRITI CAL NEEDS AREA BEFORE THE END OF TEN YEARS, THE FULL
18 AMOUNT THAT THE RECI PI ENT RECElI VED UNDER THE SCHOLARSH P SHALL BE
19 DUE AND PAYABLE W THI N 90 DAYS, TOGETHER W TH | NTEREST; AND FOR
20 RELATED PURPGCSES.

OCO~NOUITARWNE

21 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI
22 SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section

23 37-143-6, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

24 37-143-6. (1) There is established a nedical education
25 schol arship program which shall be adm nistered by the Board of
26 Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning. The program
27 shall provide a certain nunber of eligible applicants each year
28 with a full scholarship to obtain a nedical education at the

29 University of M ssissippi School of Medicine at no cost to the
30 recipient, if the recipient neets the conditions upon which the
31 scholarship is granted.

32 (2) The program shall provide scholarships to up to twenty
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(20) new recipients each year, and the program shall be funded
from noni es appropriated fromthe Health Care Expendabl e Fund
establ i shed under Section 43-13-407 and from any ot her funds
appropriated to or otherwi se nmade available to the board of
trustees for that purpose. The anounts that nay be expended
annual |y for schol arshi ps under the program shall not exceed the
followi ng: Five Hundred Thousand Dol |l ars ($500, 000.00) in fiscal
year 2001; One MIlion Dollars ($1,000,000.00) in fiscal year
2002; One MIlion Five Hundred Thousand Dollars in fiscal year
2003; and Two MIlion Dollars ($2,000,000.00) in fiscal year 2004
and in any later fiscal year.

(3) The scholarship shall be in an anmount that will pay the
full cost of attendance, as defined by federal |aw and regul ation,
at the University of M ssissippi School of Medicine for the entire
time necessary for the recipient to conplete the requirenents for
a nedi cal degree. The actual ampunt of the scholarship shall be
determ ned by the Ofice of Financial Aid of the University of
M ssi ssi ppi Medi cal Center but shall not exceed Twenty Five
Thousand Dol | ars ($25, 000. 00) per year for any recipient.

(4) Before being granted a schol arship, each applicant shal
enter into a contract with the board of trustees, which shall be
deened a contract with the State of M ssissippi, agreeing to the
terms and conditions upon which the scholarship will be granted.
In order to receive a scholarship under the program the recipient
must agree in the contract to practice famly nmedicine for a
period of not less than ten (10) years after conpletion of his or
her residency in an area of the state that is a critical needs
area for primary nedical care at the time of the recipient's entry
into nedical practice. The determ nation and designation of the
areas of the state that are critical needs areas for prinmary
nmedi cal care shall be nade by a commttee to be known as the
Medical Care Critical Needs Commttee, which shall be conposed of

the foll ow ng persons: the Vice Chancellor for Health Affairs of
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the University of M ssissippi Medical Center, who shall be

chai rman of the conmttee; the Executive Director of the State
Department of Health; the Executive Director of the D vision of
Medi cai d; the President of the M ssissippi State Medical

Associ ation or his designee; the President of the M ssissipp

State Hospital Association or his designee; and the Executive

Director of the Mssissippi Primary Health Care Association. The

commttee shall neet at |east once annually to determ ne and
designate the areas of the state that are critical needs areas for
primary medical care in which scholarship recipients nay practice
famly medicine in order to fulfill their contractual obligation
(5) |If a scholarship recipient |eaves the University of
M ssi ssi ppi School of Medicine before graduation, or |eaves his or
her residency before conpletion, or fails to practice famly
medi cine for a period of ten (10) years in a critical needs area
for primary nedi cal care as designated by the Medical Care
Critical Needs Committee under subsection (4) of this section, the
full anmpbunt that the recipient received under the schol arship
shal |l be due and payable within ninety (90) days, together with
interest. The anount of interest due shall be equal to the annual
rate of return on the Health Care Trust Fund established under
Section 43-13-405 for each year fromthe tine the recipient
recei ved the schol arship noney until the tinme the scholarship
noney is repaid. The board of trustees nmay bring suit against any
schol arship recipient to recover the anount due to the state under
this section for the recipient's failure to conply with the
condi tions upon which the scholarship was granted, as provided in
this section and in the contract between the recipient and the
board of trustees. The board of trustees is authorized to
post pone or forgive the repaynent of all or part of the anpunt
that a recipient received under the scholarship and the interest
t hat woul d ot herwi se be due under this subsection if the

recipient's failure to conply with the conditions upon which the
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schol arship was granted was due to circunstances beyond the
recipient's control that caused the recipient to be physically
unable to conply with those conditions, such as suffering a severe
illness, injury or other disabling condition.

(6) The board of trustees shall establish such rules and
regul ations as it deens necessary and proper to carry out the
pur poses and intent of this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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