M SSI SSI PPl LEG SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By:

OCO~NOUIARWNE

Fri erson To: Universities and
Col | eges;
Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 729

AN ACT TO CREATE NEW SECTI ON 37-146-6, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF
1972, TO ESTABLI SH A MEDI CAL EDUCATI ON SCHOLARSHI P PROGRAM TO
PROVI DE FI FTEEN NEW STUDENTS EACH YEAR W TH A FULL SCHOLARSH P TO
OBTAI N A MEDI CAL EDUCATI ON AND A FAM LY MEDI CI NE RESI DENCY AT THE
UNI VERSI TY OF M SSI SSI PPI SCHOOL OF MEDI CI NE AT NO CCOST; TO
PROVI DE THAT THE PROGRAM SHALL BE ADM NI STERED BY THE BOARD OF
TRUSTEES OF STATE | NSTI TUTI ONS OF H GHER LEARNI NG TO PROVI DE THAT
THE PROGRAM SHALL BE FUNDED FROM MONI ES APPROPRI ATED FROM THE
HEALTH CARE EXPENDABLE FUND; TO PROVI DE THAT SCHOLARSHI P
RECI PI ENTS MUST AGREE TO PRACTI CE FAM LY MEDI CI NE FOR AT LEAST TEN
YEARS I N AN AREA OF THE STATE THAT IS A PRI MARY MEDI CAL CARE
SHORTAGE AREA AND A RURAL AREA NOT LOCATED W THI N A CERTAI N
DI STANCE OF MAJOR URBAN AREAS; TO PROVI DE THAT | F A SCHOLARSHI P
RECI PI ENT LEAVES MEDI CAL SCHOOL OR THE FAM LY MEDI CI NE RESI DENCY
BEFORE COVPLETI ON OR LEAVES PRACTI CI NG FAM LY MEDICINE IN A
MEDI CAL CARE SHORTAGE AREA BEFORE THE END OF TEN YEARS, THE FULL
AMOUNT THAT THE RECI PI ENT RECEI VED UNDER THE SCHOLARSHI P SHALL BE
DUE AND PAYABLE W THI N 90 DAYS, TOGETHER W TH | NTEREST; AND FOR
RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :

SECTION 1. The followi ng shall be codified as Section
37-146-6, M ssissippi Code of 1972:

37-146-6. (1) There is established a nedical education
schol arship program which shall be adm nistered by the Board of
Trustees of State Institutions of H gher Learning. The program
shal |l provide a certain nunber of eligible applicants each year
with a full scholarship to obtain a nedical education and a famly
medi ci ne residency at the University of M ssissippi School of
Medicine at no cost to the recipient, if the recipient neets the
condi tions upon which the scholarship is granted.

(2) The program shall provide scholarships to fifteen (15)
new students each year, and the program shall be funded from
noni es appropriated fromthe Health Care Expendabl e Fund

establ i shed under Section 43-13-407 and from any ot her funds
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appropriated to or otherwi se nade available to the board of
trustees for that purpose.

(3) The scholarship shall be in an anmount that will pay the
full cost of the tuition and ot her expenses of recipient at the
Uni versity of M ssissippi School of Medicine for the entire tine
necessary to conplete the requirenents for a nmedical degree and a
residency in famly nedicine.

(4) Before being granted a schol arship, each applicant shal
enter into a contract with the board of trustees, which shall be
deened a contract with the State of M ssissippi, agreeing to the
terms and conditions upon which the scholarship will be granted.
In order to receive a schol arship under the program the recipient
must agree in the contract to practice famly nmedicine for a
period of not less than ten (10) years after conpletion of his or
her residency, in an area of the state that is, at the time of his
or her entry into nedical practice:

(a) A Goup 1 degree-of-shortage health professional
shortage area for primary nedical care, as designated by the
United States Departnent of Health and Human Servi ces;

(b) dassified as a rural area by the United States
Census Bureau; and

(c) Located nore than fifty (50) mles from any
standard nmetropolitan statistical area, as defined and established
by the United States Census Bureau, and from any i ncor porated
muni ci pal ity having a popul ation of twenty-five thousand (25, 000)
or nore, according to the nost recent federal decennial census.

(5) |If a scholarship recipient |eaves the University of
M ssi ssi ppi School of Medicine before graduation, or |eaves the
fam |y medicine residency before conpletion, or fails to practice
famly medicine in an area of the state described in subsection
(4) of this section for a period of ten (10) years, the ful
anount that the recipient received under the schol arship shall be
due and payable within ninety (90) days, together with interest.
The amount of interest due shall be equal to the annual rate of
return on the Health Care Trust Fund established under Section
43-13-405 for each year fromthe tinme the recipient received the

schol arship noney until the tinme the scholarship noney is repaid.
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The board of trustees may bring suit agai nst any schol arship
reci pient to recover the amount due to the state under this
section for the recipient's failure to conply with the conditions
upon whi ch the schol arship was granted, as provided in this
section and in the contract between the recipient and the board of
trust ees.

(6) The board of trustees shall establish such rules and
regul ations as it deens necessary and proper to carry out the
pur poses and intent of this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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