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Brown, Creel, Davis, Dedeaux, Eads, Flem ng,

Franks, Frierson, Gadd, Ham |ton, Janus,

Li vi ngston, Mal one, MBride, Mtchell, Moak,

Moore (60th), Nettles, Peranich, Read,

Reynol ds, Robi nson (63rd), Rogers, Smith

(59th), Smith (27th), Smth (39th),

Straughter, Stringer, Warren, Watson, Wods

HOUSE BI LL NO. 728

1 AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 7-5-7 AND 7-5-301, M SSI SSI PPl CODE
2 OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT | NVESTI GATORS OF THE OFFI CE OF THE
3 ATTORNEY GENERAL ARE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFI CERS; TO AUTHORI ZE
4 RETI RI NG I NVESTI GATORS TO RETAIN A SI DEARM AND FOR RELATED
5 PURPGCSES.
6 BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
7 SECTION 1. Section 7-5-7, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
8 anended as foll ows: [ HS1]
9 7-5-7. The CGovernor may engage counsel to assist the
10 Attorney General in cases to which the state is a party when, in
11 his opinion, the interest of the state requires it, subject to the
12 action of the Legislature in providing conpensation for such
13 services.
14 The Attorney Ceneral is hereby authorized and enpowered to
15 appoint and enpl oy special counsel, on a fee or salary basis, to
16 assist the Attorney General in the preparation for, prosecution,
17 or defense of any litigation in the state or federal courts or
18 before any federal conm ssion or agency in which the state is a
19 party or has an interest.
20 The Attorney Ceneral nay designate such special counsel as
21 special assistant attorney general, and may pay such speci al
22 counsel reasonabl e conpensation to be agreed upon by the Attorney
23 GCeneral and such special counsel, in no event to exceed recognized
24 Dbar rates for simlar services.
25 The Attorney Ceneral nay al so enpl oy special investigators on
26 a per diemor salary basis, to be agreed upon at the tine of
27 enploynent, for the purpose of interview ng wtnesses,
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ascertaining facts, or rendering any other services that may be
needed by the Attorney Ceneral in the preparation for and
prosecution of suits by or against the State of Mssissippi, or in
suits in which the Attorney Ceneral is participating on account of

sanme being of statewide interest. |lnvestigators shall be

desi gnated | aw enforcenent officers and shall be subject to the

training requirenents of the Law Enforcenent O ficers' Training

Acadeny. Each investigator who retires under the Public

Enpl oyees' Retirenent System shall be allowed to retain, as his

personal property, one (1) sidearmwhich was issued by the

Attorney General.

The Attorney Ceneral nmay pay travel and other expenses of
enpl oyees and appoi nt ees nade hereunder in the sane manner and
anount as authorized by |law for the paynment of travel and expenses
of state enployees and officials.

The conpensation of appoi ntees and enpl oyees nade hereunder
shall be paid out of the Attorney General's Contingent Fund, or
out of any other funds appropriated to the Attorney Ceneral's
Ofice.

SECTION 2. Section 7-5-301, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

7-5-301. There is created within the O fice of the Attorney
Ceneral an Insurance Integrity Enforcenment Bureau. The duty of
the bureau is to investigate and prosecute clains of insurance
abuses and crines involving insurance. The Attorney General may
enpl oy the necessary personnel to carry out the provisions of

Sections 7-5-301 through 7-5-311. Each investigator who retires

under the Public Enpl oyees' Retirenment System shall be allowed to

retain, as his personal property, one (1) sidearmwhich was issued

by the Attorney Ceneral.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after July 1, 2000.
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