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HOUSE BI LL NO. 725

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 7-7-215, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
ABOLI SH THE REQUI REMENT THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF AUDI T BE
REQUI RED TO FI LE | NVESTI GATI VE REPORTS I N THE OFFI CE TO WH CH THEY
PERTAI' N, MAKE THEM SUBJECT TO PUBLI C | NSPECTI ON OR PRESERVE COPI ES
FOR THE GOVERNOR AND THE LEQ SLATURE;, AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 7-7-215, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

7-7-215. Upon the conpletion of each audit * * *, the
departnment shall prepare a report which shall set forth the facts
of such audit * * * in the nost conprehensive form and the
original copy of such report shall be filed in the office to which
it pertains, as a permanent record; one (1) copy thereof shall be
filed in the office of the departnent, subject to public
i nspection, and one (1) copy shall be preserved for use by the
Governor and/or the Legislature. Qher provisions
notw t hstandi ng, all work papers associated with an audit shall be
confidential until the audit fieldwrk has been conpl eted and the
chi ef executive officer of the entity being audited has been
notified of any findings or exceptions. The director shal
require such financial reports fromevery public office and taxing

body as he may deem necessary and for such period as he may
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designate, and at the end of each fiscal year the State Auditor
and director shall prepare and publish a report of conparative
financial statistics covering all public offices of the state over
whi ch the departnment has accounting and auditing supervision. The
Governor nmay direct the State Auditor and/or the director of the
departnment to nake any special report on any subject under their
jurisdiction and make any special audit or investigation he may
desire, such directives to be issued in witing.

Al'l audits conducted by the departnment shall be in accordance
wi th generally accepted auditing standards, as pronul gated by
national ly recogni zed professional organizations. Audit and
i nvestigative reports, work papers and ot her evidence and rel ated
supportive material shall be retained and filed according to an
agreenent between the State Auditor and the Departnment of Archives
and History. In conducting audits pursuant to this article, the
departnment shall have access to all records, docunents, books,
papers and ot her evidence relating to the financial transactions
of any governnental entity subject to audit by the departnent.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.

H B. No. 725
00\ HRO7\ R1144
PAGE 2



