M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: Smith (39th) To: Judiciary B
Appropriations

HOUSE BI LL NO. 693

1 AN ACT TO CREATE A SPECI AL FUND TO BE KNOWN AS THE

2 MSSISSIPPI ClVIL LEGAL ASSI STANCE FUND;, TO DESI GNATE

3 ORGANI ZATI ONS ELI G BLE TO RECElI VE FUNDS THEREFROM AND FOR RELATED
4  PURPCSES.

5 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

6 SECTION 1. (1) There is hereby created in the State

7 Treasury a special fund designated as the Cvil Legal Assistance
8 Fund into which shall be deposited such noney as nay be
9 appropriated by the Legislature. The funds shall be adm nistered
10 by the Suprene Court through the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts.
11 The fund shall consist of nonies made avail abl e therefor by the
12 Legislature through appropriation or other neans, and the
13 Administrative Ofice of Courts nmay al so accept nonies from any
14 public or private source for deposit into the fund. Money
15 remaining in the fund at the end of a fiscal year shall not |apse
16 into the State CGeneral Fund, and any interest earned fromthe
17 investnent of nonies in the fund shall be deposited to the credit
18 of the funds. Money in the fund shall be utilized by the
19 Administrative Ofice of Courts to provide |egal representation
20 for poor persons in civil mtters as determ ned by the Suprene
21 Court.
22 (2) Al nonies shall be allocated to only those
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organi zations providing | egal services to | ow incone
M ssi ssi ppi ans, specifically those eligible to receive funds from
the Legal Services Corporation Washington, D.C

(3) The nonies appropriated shall be distributed to eligible
| egal services prograns based on the percentage of poverty
popul ation within the program service area, consistent with the
formul a used by the Legal Services Corporation.

(4) Recipients of funds shall have the follow ng duties:

(a) To devel op, operate, and adm nister prograns within
their respective service areas that provide free |l egal services to
indigent clients involved in civil matters;

(b) To report annually to the Suprene Court, through
the Adm nistrative Ofice of Courts, on its activities, including
providing a copy of its annual audit that accounts for the use of
t he funds; and

(c) To refund annually all unused or unconm tted funds.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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