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Ket chi ngs, Mbore (60th) To: Transportation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 683

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-5-27, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
EXEMPT CERTAIN VEH CLES USED TO TRANSPORT CRANES AND HEAVY LI FTI NG
EQUI PMENT, | NCLUDI NG MOBI LE CRANES, FROM THE NMAXI MUM AXLE SPACI NG
AND TI RE LOADI NG RESTRI CTI ONS FOR H G-MAYS; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 63-5-27, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-5-27. (1) Subject to the maxi mum gross single axle or
tandem axl e wei ghts hereinafter specified, the gross single or
tandem axl e wei ghts shall not exceed five hundred fifty (550)
pounds per inch of tire wwdth. The gross weight on any single or
tandem axl e thus derived shall be subject to a tolerance not in
excess of five hundred (500) pounds provided that the total
al l owabl e gross wei ght of the single or tandem axle shall not
exceed the maxinumlimtati ons all owed hereinafter.

(2) The gross weight inposed on the highway by the wheel s of
any one (1) single axle of a vehicle shall not exceed twenty
t housand (20, 000) pounds exclusive of the tolerance provided in
Section 63-5-33. A single axle shall be defined as an assenbly of
two (2) or nore wheels whose centers are in one (1) transverse

vertical plane or may be included between two (2) parallel
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transverse vertical planes forty (40) inches apart extending
across the full width of the vehicle.

(3) The gross weight inposed on the highway by any tandem
axl e shall not exceed thirty-four thousand (34, 000) pounds
excl usive of the tolerance provided in Section 63-5-33. A tandem
axl e shall be defined as any two (2) or nore consecutive axles
whose centers are nore than forty (40) inches but not nore than
ni nety-six (96) inches apart. No one (1) axle of any such group
of two (2) or nore consecutive axles shall exceed the weight
permtted for a single axle.

(4) (a) Vehicles designed and especially constructed to
transport concrete products and which are not avail able for
purchase in sizes and capacities to fully conply with the road and
bri dge weight laws of the State of M ssissippi shall not be nade
to conformto the axle spacing requirenents or axle or tire
| oadi ngs of this section or to the total conbined wei ghts as set
out in Section 63-5-33 in Table Ill, provided (i) that such
vehicles shall be limted to a gross wei ght of sixty thousand
(60, 000) pounds; (ii) that such vehicles shall only be operated
within fifty (50) mles of their hone base; (iii) that any such
vehicles shall be limted to a maxi num | oad of the rated capacity
of the vehicle; (iv) that all such vehicles shall have at | east
three (3) axles; and (v) that all vehicles with only three (3)
axl es shall have all wheel s brake-equi pped. Any two (2) or nore
axl es cl ose enough to be considered an axle group shall be
suspended by an equalizing system and be spaced a m ni num of four
(4) feet apart in order to be eligible for the maxi num | oad as
provided in this subsection. It shall be a violation if vehicles
to which this subsection applies travel upon any federal
interstate highway or upon any roads or bridges designated and

posted as incapable of carrying such | oads by the Transportation
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Comm ssion, a board of supervisors, or rmunicipal governing
authorities as provided in subsection (5) or (6) of this section.

(b) Vehicles designed and especially constructed to
transport raw cotton from harvest to the cotton gin shall not be
made to conformto the axle spacing or axle or tire | oadings of
this section. However, such vehicles (i) shall be limted to a
gross wei ght of sixty thousand (60,000) pounds; (ii) may be
operated only within a fifty (50) mles radius of their hone base
or their contractual custoner; (iii) shall be limted to a maxi mum
| oad of the rated capacity of that vehicle; (iv) shall have al
wheel s brake equi pped; and (v) are prohibited fromtraveling upon
any federal interstate highway or upon any roads or bridges
desi gnat ed and posted as incapable of carrying such | oads by the
M ssi ssi ppi Departnent of Transportation, a board of supervisors
or nmunici pal governing authorities as provided in subsection (5)
or (6) of this section.

(c) Vehicles designed and especially constructed to
collect and transport solid waste and which are not avail able for
purchase in sizes and capacities to fully conply with the road and
bri dge weight |laws of the State of M ssissippi, shall not be nade
to conformto the axle spacing or tire |oadings of this section.
However, such vehicles (i) shall be limted to a gross wei ght of
si xty thousand (60, 000) pounds; (ii) may be operated only within a
fifty (50) mle radius of their home base or their contractual
custoner; (iii) shall be limted to a maxi mum | oad of the rated
capacity of that vehicle; (iv) shall have all wheels
br ake- equi pped; and (v) are prohibited fromtraveling upon any

federal interstate highway or upon any roads or bridges designated
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and posted as incapable of carrying such | oads by the M ssissipp
Department of Transportation, a board of supervisors or the
governing authorities of a nunicipality as provided in subsections
(5) or (6) of this section.

(d) Vehicles transporting cranes and heavy lifting

equi pnent, including nobile cranes nanufactured and designed as a

single unit and intended to be operated over roads and hi ghways,

are exenpt fromthe axle spacing and tire | oadings of this

section. However, such vehicles (i) shall be linited to a gross

wei ght of one hundred thousand (100, 000) pounds; (ii) shall be

limted to a maxinum |l oad of the rated capacity of that vehicle;

(iii) shall have all wheels brake equipped; and (iv) are

prohibited fromtraveling upon any federal interstate hi ghway or

upon any roads or bridges designated and posted as incapabl e of

carrving such |l oads by the M ssissippi Departnent of

Transportation, a board of supervisors or the governing

authorities of a nunicipality as provided in subsections (5) and

(6) of this section.

(5) The board of supervisors of any county or the governing
authorities of any nunicipality, by appropriate resolution, may
inpose limtations nore restrictive than those permtted in this
section upon the county highways of such county or the streets of
such nmunicipality.

(6) The M ssissippi Departnent of Transportation, for cause,
may post or limt any road or bridge to weights | ess than those
permtted by this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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