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HOUSE BI LL NO. 655

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 83-9-39, M SSI SSI PPI CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE THAT CERTAI N HEALTH | NSURANCE PCLI Cl ES PROVI DE COVERED
BENEFI TS FOR THE TREATMENT OF MENTAL | LLNESS; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 83-9-39, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

83-9-39. (1) Al alternative delivery systens and al
i ndi vi dual and group health insurance policies, plans or prograns
regul ated by the State of M ssissippi shall provide covered
benefits for the treatnment of nental illness, except for policies
whi ch only provide coverage for specified di seases and ot her
limted benefit health insurance policies and negoti ated | abor
contracts. * * *

(2) Covered benefits for inpatient treatnment of nental
illness in insurance policies and other contracts subject to
Sections 83-9-37 through 83-9-43 shall be |imted to inpatient
services certified as necessary by a health service provider.

(3) Covered benefits for outpatient treatnent of nenta
illness in insurance policies and other contracts subject to
Sections 83-9-37 through 83-9-43 shall be limted to outpatient

services certified as necessary by a health service provider.
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(4) Before an insured party may qualify to receive benefits
under Sections 83-9-37 through 83-9-43, a health service provider
shall certify that the individual is suffering fromnmental illness
and refer the individual for the appropriate treatnent.

(5) Al nental illness, treatnent or services with respect
to such treatnment eligible for health i nsurance coverage shall be
subject to professional utilization and peer review procedures.

(6) The provisions of this section shall apply only to
alternative delivery systens and individual and group health
i nsurance policies, plans or prograns issued or renewed after July
1, 1991.

(7) The exclusion period for coverage of a preexisting
mental condition shall be the same period of tinme as that for
ot her nmedical illnesses covered under the sane plan, program or
contract.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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