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HOUSE BI LL NO. 643

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 73-25-14 AND 73-27-12, M SSI SS| PPI
CODE OF 1972, TO AUTHORI ZE ANY PHYSI Cl AN, OSTECPATH OR PODI ATRI ST
PRACTI CI NG I N THE STATE WHOSE LI CENSE HAS LAPSED AND WHO | S DEEMED
TO BE AN | LLEGAL PRACTI TI ONER TO PETI TI ON THE STATE BOARD OF
MEDI CAL LI CENSURE FOR REI NSTATEMENT OF HI'S LI CENSE ON A
RETROACTI VE BASI S, | F THE PRACTI TI ONER WAS UNABLE TO MEET THE
LI CENSE RENEWAL DEADLI NE DUE TO EXTRAORDI NARY OR OTHER LEG TI MATE
REASONS; TO PROVI DE THAT RETROACTI VE REI NSTATEMENT OF LI CENSURE
MAY BE GRANTED OR DENIED W THI N THE SOLE DI SCRETI ON OF THE BOARD;
TO PROVI DE THAT ANY SUCH PRACTI TI ONER WHO |'S NOT PRACTI CI NG I N THE
STATE VWHOSE LI CENSE HAS LAPSED MAY BE REI NSTATED BY THE BOARD UPON
PAYMENT OF THE ARREARAGES FOR THE PREVI OQUS FI VE YEARS, RATHER THAN
ALL ARREARAGES; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 73-25-14, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as follows: [ RF1]

73-25-14. (1) The license of every person licensed to
practice nedicine or osteopathy in the State of M ssissippi shal
be renewed annual |l y.

On or before May 1 of each year, the State Board of Medica
Li censure shall mail an application for renewal of |icense to
every physician or osteopath to whoma |icense was issued or
renewed during the current |icensing year. The applicant shal
conplete the application and return it to the board before June 30
with the renewal fee of an anpbunt established by the board, but

not to exceed Two Hundred Dol | ars ($200.00), a portion of which
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fee shall be used to support a programto aid inpaired physicians
and osteopaths. The paynent of the annual |icense renewal fee
shall be optional with all physicians over the age of seventy (70)
years. Upon receipt of the application and fee, the board shal
verify the accuracy of the application and issue to applicant a
certificate or renewal for the ensuing year, beginning July 1 and
expiring June 30 of the succeedi ng cal endar year. That renewal
shall render the holder thereof a |egal practitioner as stated on
the renewal form

(2) Any physician or osteopath practicing in M ssissippi who
allows his license to lapse by failing to renew the |icense as
provi ded in subsection (1) nay be reinstated by the board * * * on
satisfactory explanation for the failure to renew, by conpletion
of a reinstatenent form and upon paynent of the renewal fee for
the current year, and shall be assessed a fine of Twenty-five
Dol l ars ($25.00) plus an additional fine of Five Dollars ($5.00)
for each nonth thereafter that the |icense renewal remains
del i nquent .

(3) Any physician or osteopath not practicing in M ssissipp
who allows his license to | apse by failing to renew the |icense as
provi ded in subsection (1) nay be reinstated by the board on
satisfactory explanation for the failure to renew, by conpletion
of a reinstatenent form and upon paynent of the arrearages for the

previous five (5) years and the renewal fee for the current year.

(4) Any physician or osteopath who allows his license to
| apse shall be notified by the board within thirty (30) days of
such | apse.

(5) Any person practicing as a |licensed physician or
osteopath during the tine his |license has | apsed shall be
considered an illegal practitioner and shall be subject to

penal ties provided for violation of the Medical Practice Act,
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provi ded he had not submitted the required reinstatenent form and
fee within fifteen (15) days after notification by the board * * *
of the | apse.

(6) Any physician or osteopath practicing in the State of

M ssi ssi ppi_whose |license has | apsed and i s deened an il egal

practitioner under subsection (5) of this section nay petition the

board for reinstatenent of his license on a retroactive basis, if

t he physician or osteopath was unable to neet the June 30 deadline

due to extraordinary or other leqgitinmate reasons. Retroactive

reinstatenent of l|licensure nay be granted or denied within the

sole discretion of the board. Failure to advise the board of

change of address shall not be considered a basis of

rei nst at enent.

(7) None of the fees or fines provided for in this section
shall be applicable to the renewal of a special volunteer nedical
i cense aut horized under Section 73-25-18.

(8) Fees collected under the provisions of this section
shall be used by the board to defray expenses of adm nistering the
|icensure provisions of the Medical Practice Act (Title 73,
Chapter 25, M ssissippi Code of 1972) and to support a programto
aid inpaired physicians and osteopaths in an anount determ ned by
t he board.

SECTION 2. Section 73-27-12, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

73-27-12. (1) The license of every person licensed to
practice podiatry in the State of M ssissippi shall be renewed
annual | y.

On or before May 1 of each year, the * * * board * * * shal
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mail an application for renewal of license to every podiatrist to
whom a |icense was issued or renewed during the current |icensing
year. The applicant shall conplete the application and return it
to the board before June 30 with the renewal fee of an anount
established by the board, but not to exceed Two Hundred Dol | ars
($200.00), a portion of which fee shall be used to support a
programto aid inpaired podiatrists. Upon receipt of the
application and fee, the board shall verify the accuracy of the
application and issue to applicant a certificate of renewal for

t he ensuing year, beginning July 1 and expiring June 30 of the
succeedi ng cal endar year. That renewal shall render the hol der
thereof a |l egal practitioner as stated on the renewal form

(2) Any podiatrist practicing in Mssissippi who allows his
license to | apse by failing to renew the |icense as provided in
subsection (1) may be reinstated by the board on satisfactory
explanation for the failure to renew, by conpletion of a
rei nstatenent form and upon paynent of the renewal fee for the
current year, and shall be assessed a fine of Twenty-five Dollars
($25.00) plus an additional fine of Five Dollars ($5.00) for each
nonth thereafter that the |icense renewal renains delinquent.

(3) Any podiatrist not practicing in Mssissippi who allows
his license to | apse by failing to renew the |icense as provided
in subsection (1) nay be reinstated by the board on satisfactory
explanation for the failure to renew, by conpletion of a
rei nstatenent form and upon paynent of the arrearages for the

previous five (5) years and the renewal fee for the current year.

(4) Any podiatrist who allows his license to | apse shall be

notified by the board * * * within thirty (30) days of such | apse.
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(5) Any person practicing as a licensed podiatrist during
the tine his license has | apsed shall be considered an ill egal
practitioner and shall be subject to penalties set forth in
Section 73-27-17, provided he has not submitted the required
reinstatenent formand fee within fifteen (15) days after
notification by the board of the | apse.

(6) Any podiatrist practicing in the State of M ssissipp

whose license has | apsed and is deened an illegal practitioner

under subsection (5) of this section may petition the board for

reinstatenent of his license on a retroactive basis, if the

podi atri st was unable to neet the June 30 deadline due to

extraordinary or other leqgitimte reasons. Retroactive

reinstatenent of l|licensure nay be granted or denied within the

sole discretion of the board. Failure to advise the board of

change of address shall not be considered a basis for

rei nstat enent.

(7) Fees collected under the provisions of this section
shall be used by the board to defray expenses of adm nistering the
Iicensure provisions of Title 73, Chapter 27, M ssissippi Code of
1972, and to support a programto aid inpaired podiatrists in an
anount determ ned by the board.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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