M SSI SSI PPl LEQ SLATURE REGULAR SESSI ON 2000

By: dark To: Ways and Means; Rul es

HOUSE BI LL NO. 636

|_\

AN ACT TO CREATE A TASK FORCE TO STUDY THE TAX SYSTEM OF THI S
2 STATE AND TO MAKE RECOMVENDATI ONS THEREON TO THE LEGQ SLATURE; AND
3 FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

4 BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI :
5 SECTION 1. (1) There is created a task force to study the
6 tax systemof Mssissippi. The task force shall nake a report of

7 its findings and recomendations to the Legislature during the

8 2001 Regul ar Legislative Session and each regul ar |egislative

9 session thereafter, including any reconmended | egi sl ation.

10 (2) The task force shall be conposed of the follow ng

11 twenty-five (25) nenbers:

12 (a) Ten (10) nenbers appointed by the Speaker of the
13 M ssissippi House of Representatives as foll ows:

14 (i) The Speaker Pro Tenpore of the House;

15 (ii) The Chairman of the House Ways and Means

16 Conmttee;

17 (iii) The Chairman of the House Appropriations
18 Conmittee;

19 (iv) Two (2) certified public accountants froma
20 list of twenty (20) certified public accountants submtted by the

21 State Board of Public Accountancy;
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(v) A representative of the M ssissipp
Supervi sors Associ ati on;

(vi) A representative of the M ssissippi Minici pal
Associ ation; and

(vii) Three (3) representatives of the general
publ i c;

(b) Ten (10) nenbers appoi nted by the Lieutenant

Governor of the State of M ssissippi as follows:

(i) The President Pro Tenpore of the Senate;

(ii) The Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee;

(itii) The Chairman of the Senate Appropriations
Commi tt ee;

(iv) Two (2) certified public accountants froma
list of twenty (20) certified public accountants submtted by the
State Board of Public Accountancy;

(v) A representative of the M ssissipp
Manuf act urers Associ ati on;

(vi) A representative of the Taxation Section of
the M ssissippi Bar;

(vii) Three (3) representatives of the general
public; and

(c) Five (5) nenbers appointed by the Governor of the
State of M ssissippi as follows:

(i) The Chairman of the M ssissippi State Tax
Conmmi ssi on;

(ii) The Executive Director of the M ssissipp
Depart ment of Econom ¢ and Community Devel opnent; and

(iii) Three (3) representatives of the general
publ i c.

(3) Appointnents shall be nade within thirty (30) days after
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the effective date of this act, and, within fifteen (15) days
thereafter on a day to be designated jointly by the Speaker of the
House and the Lieutenant Governor, the task force shall neet and
organi ze by selecting fromits nmenbership a chairnman and a vice
chai rman. The vice chairman shall al so serve as secretary and
shal |l be responsible for keeping all records of the task force. A
majority of the nmenbers of the task force shall constitute a
qguorum In the selection of its officers and the adoption of
rules, resolutions and reports, an affirmative vote of a mgjority
of the task force shall be required. Al nenbers shall be
notified in witing of all neetings, such notices to be mailed at

| east fifteen (15) days before the date on which a neeting is to
be hel d.

(4) The task force shall study and make recomrendati ons
regarding the inposition of state taxes and the granting of tax
exenptions in all areas of taxation including, but not limted to,
sal es taxes, inconme taxes, privilege taxes, fuel taxes, diversions
of taxes and the rel ationship between state and | ocal taxes.

(5) Menbers of the task force who are not legislators, state
officials or state enpl oyees shall be conpensated at the per diem
rate authorized by Section 25-3-69 and shall be reinbursed in
accordance with Section 25-3-41 for m | eage and actual expenses
incurred in the performance of their duties. Legislative nenbers
of the task force shall be paid fromthe contingent expense funds
of their respective houses in the sane manner as provided for
commttee neetings when the Legislature is not in session.

However, no per diemor expense for attending neetings of the task

force will be paid while the Legislature is in session. No task
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force nenber may incur per diem travel or other expenses unless
previ ously authorized by vote, at a neeting of the task force,
whi ch action shall be recorded in the official mnutes of the
neeting. Nonlegislative nenbers shall be paid fromany funds nade
avai lable to the task force for that purpose.

(6) The task force shall use clerical and |legal staff
al ready enpl oyed by the Legislature and any ot her staff assistance
made available to it. To effectuate the purpose of this section,
any departnent, division, board, bureau, comm ssion or agency of
the state or of any political subdivision thereof shall, at the
request of the chairman of the task force, provide to the task
force such facilities, assistance and data as will enable the task
force properly to carry out its task.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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