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Conpretta To: Public Health and
Vel fare

HOUSE BI LL NO. 619

AN ACT TO PROVI DE FOR THE RELEASE OF MEDI CAL RECORDS AND
PAYMENT FOR THE ACTUAL COST OF TH S SERVI CE; TO AMEND SECTI ON
41-9-77, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972, |IN CONFORM TY TO THE PROVI SI ONS
OF TH S ACT; AND FOR RELATED PURPGCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. No physician, hospital, or any other health care

provi der nmay charge nore than the actual cost of reproducing

medi cal records and other nedical information and the cost of
forwarding the information to the recipient. A physician,
hospital, or any other health care provider nmay charge reasonabl e
fees for additional duties such as interpreting nedical records,
provi ding a synopsis of medical records or any other service not
related to reproduction and forwarding.

SECTION 2. Section 41-9-77, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as follows:[LH1]

41-9-77. Any hospital may, in its discretion, cause any
hospital record or part thereof to be reproduced on filmor in any
ot her acceptable formof nedium as determ ned by the |icensing
agency, which shall include, but not be Iimted to, mcrofilmng,
phot ogr aphi ng, photostating or storage on optical disks. After
the records have been reproduced, the hospital may retire the

original docunents so reproduced. Any such reproduction or copy
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of an original hospital record or part thereof shall be deened to
be the original hospital record or part thereof for all purposes,
shall be subject to retention and retirenent as provided in
Sections 41-9-69 through 41-9-73, and shall be adm ssible as
evidence in all courts or adm nistrative agencies to the sane
extent as the original would be or woul d have been adm ssible. A
facsimle, exenplification or copy of such reproduction or copy
shall be deened to be a transcript, exenplification or copy of the
original hospital record or part thereof. However, no state
hospital shall undertake such reproduction or destruction of
records except as provided in Section 25-59-1 et seq. No other
public hospital shall undertake such reproduction unless the
expense thereof has been provided for in the annual budget, or an

anmendnent thereof, approved for such public hospital. Any records

reproduced upon rel ease and authorization by a patient shall be

paid for as provided in Section 1 of this act.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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