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Qui ce To: Transportation

HOUSE BI LL NO. 611

AN ACT TO AUTHORI ZE MEMBERS OF THE HI GHWAY PATROL, SHERI FFS,
CONSTABLES AND OTHER PEACE OR POLI CE OFFI CERS TO | SSUE CI TATI ONS
AGAI NST THE SCHOCOL DI STRI CTS FOR EXCEEDI NG THE MAXI MUM NUMBER OF
PASSENGERS AUTHORI ZED UNDER THE BUS MANUFACTURER S SPECI FI CATI ONS;
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. It shall be a m sdeneanor for any school district
to all ow the nunber of passengers on a school bus to exceed the
maxi num capacity all owed pursuant to the school bus manufacturer's
specifications. Upon a conviction of a violation of this
provi sion, a school district shall be fined not less than Fifty
Dol | ars ($50. 00).

Menbers of the H ghway Safety Patrol, sheriffs, constables
and ot her peace or police officers may stop a school bus for the
pur pose of ascertaining conpliance with the prohibition agai nst
exceedi ng the maxi mum nunber of passengers allowed on the bus. |If
it is found that a violation of this provision has occurred, the
hi ghway patrol man, sheriff, constable or other peace or police
of ficer shall issue a citation directly against the school
district and not the bus driver, which citation shall be mailed
pronptly to the superintendent of the school district.

The issuing of a citation for violation of this provision
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shal |l have no effect upon the record of the bus driver. Any acts
of retaliation against the bus driver by the school district shal
be unl awf ul

SECTION 2. Section 1 of this act shall be codified as a
separate section of Chapter 41, Title 37, M ssissippi Code of
1972.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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