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HOUSE BI LL NO. 590

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 97-17-59, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO | NCREASE THE PENALTI ES FOR TI MBER THEFT; AND FOR RELATED
PURPGOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 97-17-59, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
anended as follows:[BD1]

97-17-59. (1) Any person who shall knowingly, willfully and
feloniously take, steal and carry away fromthe | ands of another
any nmerchantable tinber on the property of another, of the val ue

of less than Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00), whether such

tinmber is growing, standing or lying on the |lands, shall be guilty
of a m sdeneanor; and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished
by a fine of not |ess than Two Hundred Dol | ars ($200.00) nor nore
t han Five Hundred Dol |l ars ($500.00), or by inprisonment in the
county jail for a termof not less than thirty (30) days nor nore
t han one hundred (100) days, or both, in the discretion of the
court.

(2) Any person who shall knowingly, willfully and
feloniously take, steal and carry away fromthe | ands of another
any nmerchantable tinber on the property of another, of the val ue

of Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($250.00) or nore, whether such
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tinmber is growing, standing, or lying on the |ands, shall be
guilty of a felony; and upon conviction thereof, shall be puni shed

by a fine of not |Iess than One Thousand Dol lars ($1,000.00) nor

more than Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00), or by inprisonnent in

the Penitentiary for a termof not |less than one (1) year nor nore
than five (5) years, or both, in the discretion of the court.

(3) An individual, upon conviction, shall be subject to

paying restitution to the victimin the anount determ ned by the

court.
SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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