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HOUSE BI LL NO. 569

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 25-15-3 AND 25-15-13, M SSI SSI PP
CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT CERTAI N RETI RED PUBLI C SCHOOL AND
STATE EMPLOYEES MAY ENROLL IN THE STATE AND SCHOOL EMPLOYEES LI FE
AND HEALTH | NSURANCE PLAN DURI NG A ONE- YEAR OPEN ENROLLMENT
PERI GD; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 25-15-3, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-15-3. For the purposes of this article, the words and
phrases used herein shall have the follow ng neanings:

(a) "Enployee" neans a person who works full time for
the State of M ssissippi and receives his conpensation in a direct
paynent from a departnent, agency or institution of the State
Gover nment and any person who works full time for any school
district, conmunity/junior college, public library or
uni versity-based program aut hori zed under Section 37-23-31 for
deaf, aphasic and enotionally disturbed children or any regul ar
nonst udent bus driver. This shall include |egislators, enployees
of the legislative branch and the judicial branch of the state and
"enpl oyees” shall include full-tinme salaried judges and full-tine
district attorneys and their staff and full-tinme compul sory school

attendance officers. For the purposes of this article, any
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"enpl oyee"” making contributions to the State of M ssissipp
retirement plan shall be considered a full-tinme enpl oyee.

(b) "Departnent” neans the Departnent of Finance and
Adm ni stration.

(c) "Plan" nmeans the State and School Enployees Life
and Heal th Insurance Plan created under this article.

(d) "Fund" nmeans the State and School Enpl oyees
| nsurance Fund set up under this article.

(e) "Retiree" means any enpl oyee retired under the

M ssissippi retirement plan, including those retired enpl oyees who

enroll in the plan during the open enrollnent period provided in

Section 25-15-13.

(f) "Board" means the State and School Enpl oyees Health

| nsurance Managenent Board created under Section 25-15-303.

SECTION 2. Section 25-15-13, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

25-15-13. Each eligible enpl oyee may participate in the
pl an by signing up for the plan at the tinme of enploynent. Each
el igi bl e enpl oyee who declines coverage under the plan nust sign a
wai ver of coverage. After acceptance in the plan, the enployee
may cease his or her participation by filing a specific disclainer
with the board. Forns for this purpose shall be prescribed and
i ssued by the board. Al eligible enployees will be eligible to
participate in the plan on the effective date of the plan or on
the date on which they are enployed by the state, whichever is
| ater, provided they nmake the necessary contributions as provided
inthis article. Spouses of enployees, unnarried dependent
children frombirth to age nineteen (19) years, unmarried
dependent children who are full-tine students up to age
twenty-five (25) years, and physically or nentally handi capped

children, regardl ess of age, are eligible under the plan as of the
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date the enpl oyee becones eligible. |If both spouses are eligible
enpl oyees who participate in the plan, the benefits shall apply
individually to each spouse by virtue of his or her participation
in the plan. [If those spouses al so have one or nore eligible
dependents participating in the plan, the cost of their dependents
shall be calculated at a special famly plan rate. The cost for
participation by the dependents shall be paid by the spouse who

el ects to carry such dependents under his or her coverage. The

board shall provide for an open enroll nent period begi nning July

1, 2000, and ending July 1, 2001, for those enpl oyees who retired

before April 12, 1991.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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