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Stringer To: Apportionnment and
El ecti ons

HOUSE BI LL NO. 532

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ONS 23-15-193 AND 23-15-605, M SSI SS| PP
CODE OF 1972, TO PROVI DE THAT THE PERSONS RECEI VI NG THE HI GHEST
NUMBER OF VOTES FOR OFFI CES I N THE GENERAL STATE ELECTI ON SHALL BE
ELECTED; AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 23-15-193, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-193. At the election in 1995, and every four (4) years
thereafter, there shall be elected a Governor, Lieutenant
Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor of Public Accounts, State
Treasurer, Attorney Ceneral, three (3) public service
commi ssioners, three (3) M ssissippi Transportation Conm ssioners,
Comm ssi oner of Insurance, Conm ssioner of Agriculture and
Commerce, Senators and nenbers of the House of Representatives in
the Legislature, district attorneys for the several districts,
clerks of the circuit and chancery courts of the several counties,
as well as sheriffs, coroners, assessors, surveyors and nenbers of
t he boards of supervisors, justice court judges and const abl es,
and all other officers to be elected by the people at the general
state election. Al such officers shall hold their offices for a
termof four (4) years, and until their successors are elected and

qualified. The state officers shall be elected in the manner

H B. No. 532
00\ HRO7\ R864
PAGE 1



23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

prescribed in Section 23-15-605.

SECTION 2. Section 23-15-605, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

23-15-605. The Secretary of State, imediately after
receiving the returns of an election, not |onger than thirty (30)
days after the election, shall sumup the whol e nunber of votes
given for each candidate * * * ascertain the person or persons
having the | argest nunber of votes for each office, and declare
such person or persons to be duly elected; and thereupon al
persons chosen to any office at the election shall be comm ssioned
by the Governor; but if it appears that two (2) or nore candi dates
for any district office where the district is conposed of two (2)
or nore counties, standing highest on the list, and not el ected,
have an equal nunber of votes, the election shall be forthwith
deci ded between t he candi dates havi ng an equal nunber of votes by
lot, fairly and publicly drawn, under the direction of the
Governor and Secretary of State.

SECTION 3. The Attorney CGeneral of the State of M ssissipp
shall submt this act, imedi ately upon approval by the Governor,
or upon approval by the Legislature subsequent to a veto, to the
Attorney Ceneral of the United States or to the United States
District Court for the District of Colunmbia in accordance with the
provi sions of the Voting Rights Act of 1965, as anended and
ext ended.

SECTION 4. This act shall take effect and be in force from
and after the date that House Concurrent Resol ution No. ,
Regul ar Session, is ratified by the electorate, provided that this
act is effectuated under Section 5 of the Voting Ri ghts Act of

1965, as anended and extended.
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