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HOUSE BI LL NO. 497

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 71-3-47, M SSISSI PPl CODE OF 1972, TO
REQUI RE THE WORKERS' COVPENSATI ON COW SSI ON TO ORDER AN EMERGENCY
HEARI NG UPON REQUEST OR PETI TI ON OF ElI THER PARTY FOR SUCH HEARI NG
AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 71-3-47, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

71-3-47. Except as otherw se provided by this chapter, the
details of practice and procedure in the settlenent and
adj udi cation of clainms shall be determ ned by rules of comm ssion,
the text of which shall be published and be readily available to
interested parties.

The conmi ssion shall have full power and authority to
determ ne all questions relating to the paynent of clains for
conpensation. The conm ssion shall nake or cause to be nade such
investigation as it deens necessary and, upon application of
either party or upon its own initiative, shall order a hearing,
shall make or deny an award, and shall file the same inits
of fice.

Upon request or petition of either party for an energency

hearing, the conmmi ssion shall order such hearing within twenty

(20) days of the request or petition.
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I nformal conferences and hearings in contested cases may be

conducted by a duly designated representative of the comm ssion.

Upon the concl usion of any such hearing, the com ssion's

representative shall make or deny an award, and file the decision

in the office of the comm ssion. Imediately after such filing,

notice of decision shall be sent to all interested parties. This

decision shall be final unless within twenty (20) days a request

or petition for review by the full comm ssion is filed.

SECTION 2. This act shal

fromand after July 1, 2000.
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take effect and be in force
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