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HOUSE BI LL NO. 495

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 83-11-101, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO PROVI DE THAT UNI NSURED MOTCORI ST COVERAGE LIM TS SHALL BE
AUTOVATI CALLY EQUAL TO THE LIM TS OF BCDI LY | NJURY LI ABILITY
COVERAGE UNLESS THE | NSURED SPECI FI CALLY SELECTS UNI NSURED
MOTORI ST COVERAGE OR ELECTS LESSER LIMTS; TO REQUI RE M NI MUM
LIMTS OF UNI NSURED MOTORI ST COVERAGE |N ALL POLI CIES; AND FOR
RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 83-11-101, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

83-11-101. (1) No autonobile liability insurance policy or

contract shall be issued or delivered after July 1, 2000, unl ess

it contains an endorsenent or provisions undertaking to pay the
insured all suns which he shall be legally entitled to recover as
damages for bodily injury or death fromthe owner or operator of

an uni nsured notor vehicle. The limts of the uninsured notorist

coverage shall be identical to the limts of bodily injury

liability coverage in the policy and shall be not |ess than the

mnimmlimts of coverage required by the M ssissippi Mtor

Vehicle Safety Responsibility Law, however, the naned insured nay

select, in witing signed by the insured, limts of such coverage

which are less than limts of bodily injury coverage in the

policy, but not less than the mninumlimts required by the
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M ssi ssippi Safety Responsibility Law. Once linmts of uninsured

notori st coverage less than the liability linmts are selected in

witing signed by the insured, the lower limts may be included in

any renewal policy subsequently issued to himor her by the sanme

i nsurer _unless the naned i nsured requests additional coverage in

witing. However, whenever a new application is subnitted in

connection with any renewal , reinstatenent or replacenent

transaction, the provisions of this section shall apply in the

same_nanner _as when a new policy is being issued.

(2) No autonobile liability insurance policy or contract

shall be issued or delivered after July 1, 2000, unless it

cont ai ns an endorsenent or provisions undertaking to pay the
insured all suns which he shall be legally entitled to recover as
darmages for property danage fromthe owner or operator of an

uni nsured notor vehicle. The limts of the uninsured notori st

property damage coverage shall be identical to the linmts provided

in the policy for property danage liability coverage unless the

insured specifically selects the uninsured notorist property

damage limts in witing signed by the insured or specifically

selects in witing signed by the insured lower limts of uninsured

notori st property danage coverage; however, the insured may not

sel ect uninsured notorist property dannge coverage linits which

are less than the property damage linmts required by the

M ssi ssippi Mdtor Vehicle Safety Responsibility Law. Once the

lower limts are selected in witing signed by the naned insured,

the higher limts need not be provided in any renewal policies

subsequently issued to himor her by the sane insurer unless the

naned i nsured requests such higher limts in witing; however,

whenever a new application is submtted in connection with any

renewal , reinstatenent or replacenent transaction, the provisions

of this section regardi ng uni nsured notorist property danage
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coverage shall apply in the sane nanner as when a new policy is

bei ng i ssued.

The property damage provi sion nmay provide an exclusion for
the first Two Hundred Dol lars ($200.00) of such property damage;
however, the uninsured notorist provision need not insure any
liability for property damage, for which |loss the policyhol der has
been conpensated by insurance or otherw se.

(3) The insured may reject the property damage liability
i nsurance coverage required by subsection (2) and retain the
bodily injury liability insurance coverage required by subsection
(1), but if the insured rejects the bodily injury liability
coverage he nmay not retain the property damage liability coverage.
No insured nay have property danage liability insurance coverage
under this section unless he also has bodily injury liability
i nsurance coverage under this section.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

and after July 1, 2000.
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