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HOUSE BI LL NO. 494

AN ACT TO AMEND SECTI ON 63-15-43, M SSI SSI PPl CODE OF 1972,
TO REQUI RE MOTOR VEHI CLE | NSURANCE TO | NCLUDE MEDI CAL PAYMENT
COVERAGE; AND FOR RELATED PURPCSES.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF M SSI SSI PPI

SECTION 1. Section 63-15-43, M ssissippi Code of 1972, is
amended as foll ows:

63-15-43. (1) A "notor vehicle liability policy"” as used in
this chapter nmeans an owner's or an operator's policy of liability
i nsurance, certified as provided in Section 63-15-39 or Section
63-15-41, as proof of financial responsibility, and issued, except
as otherw se provided in Section 63-15-41, by an insurance conpany
duly authorized to wite notor vehicle liability insurance in this
state, to or for the benefit of the person naned therein as
i nsured.

(2) Such owner's policy of liability insurance:

(a) Shall designate by explicit description or by
appropriate reference all notor vehicles with respect to which
coverage is thereby to be granted.

(b) Shall pay on behalf of the insured nanmed therein
and any ot her person, as insured, using any such notor vehicle or

notor vehicles with the express or inplied perm ssion of such
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naned i nsured, all sunms which the insured shall becone |egally
obligated to pay as damages arising out of the ownership,

mai nt enance or use of such notor vehicle or notor vehicles within
the United States of Anmerica or the Dom nion of Canada, subject to
limts exclusive of interest and costs, with respect to each such
nmot or vehicle, as follows: Ten Thousand Dol | ars ($10, 000. 00)
because of bodily injury to or death of one (1) person in any one
(1) accident and, subject to said limt for one (1) person, Twenty
Thousand Dol | ars ($20, 000. 00) because of bodily injury to or death
of two (2) or nore persons in any one (1) accident, and Five
Thousand Dol | ars ($5, 000.00) because of injury to or destruction
of property of others in any one (1) accident.

(3) Such operator's policy of liability insurance shall pay
on behalf of the insured naned therein all sunms which the insured
shal | becone legally obligated to pay as danages arising out of
the use by himof any notor vehicle not owned by him wthin the
sane territorial limts and subject to the sane limts of
liability as are set forth above with respect to an owner's policy
of liability insurance.

(4) Such notor vehicle liability policy shall state the name
and address of the naned insured, the coverage afforded by the
policy, the prem umcharged therefor, the policy period and the
limts of liability, and shall contain an agreenent or be endorsed
that insurance is provided thereunder in accordance with the
coverage defined in this chapter as respects bodily injury and
death or property damage, or both, and is subject to all the
provi sions of this chapter.

(5) Such notor vehicle liability policy shall not insure:

(a) Any obligation for which the insured or any conpany
as his insurer may be held |iable under any Wrkers' Conpensati on

Law,
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(b) Any liability on account of bodily injury to or
deat h of any enpl oyee of the insured while engaged in the
enpl oynment, other than donestic, of the insured, or in donestic
enpl oynment if benefits therefor are either payable or required to
be provided under any Workers' Conpensation Law, or

(c) Any liability because of injury to or destruction
of property owned by, rented to, in charge of or transported by
t he insured.
(6) Every notor vehicle liability policy shall be subject to
the foll owi ng provisions which need not be contained therein:

(a) The liability of the insurance conpany with respect
to the insurance required by this chapter shall becone absol ute
whenever injury or damage covered by said notor vehicle liability
policy occurs; said policy nmay not be cancelled or annulled as to
such liability by any agreenent between the insurance conpany and
the insured after the occurrence of the injury or danage; no
statenent nmade by the insured or on his behalf and no viol ation of
said policy shall defeat or void said policy;

(b) The satisfaction by the insured of a judgnent for
such injury or damage shall not be a condition precedent to the
right or duty of the insurance conpany to nake paynment on account
of such injury or damage;

(c) The insurance conpany shall have the right to
settle any claimcovered by the policy, and if such settlenent is
made in good faith, the amount thereof shall be deductible from
the limts of liability specified in subdivision (b) of subsection
(2) of this section; or

(d) The policy, the witten application therefor, if
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any, and any rider or endorsenment which does not conflict with the
provi sions of the chapter shall constitute the entire contract
bet ween the parti es.

(7) Any policy which grants the coverage required for a
notor vehicle liability policy may al so grant any | awful coverage
in excess of or in addition to the coverage specified for a notor
vehicle liability policy, and such excess or additional coverage
shall not be subject to the provisions of this chapter. Wth
respect to a policy which grants such excess or additional
coverage, the term"notor vehicle liability policy" shall apply
only to that part of the coverage which is required by this
section.

(8) Any notor vehicle liability policy nay provide that the
i nsured shall reinburse the insurance conpany for any paynent the
i nsurance conpany woul d not have been obligated to nake under the
terms of the policy except for the provisions of this chapter.

(9) Any notor vehicle liability policy nmay provide for the
prorating of the insurance thereunder with other valid and
col I ecti bl e insurance.

(10) The requirenents for a notor vehicle liability policy
may be fulfilled by the policies of one or nore insurance
conpani es whi ch policies together neet such requirenents.

(11) Any binder issued pending the issuance of a notor
vehicle liability policy shall be deened to fulfill the
requi renents for such a policy.

(12) Every notor vehicle liability policy shall include a

provi sion for nedi cal paynent coverage and this nedi cal coverage

shall be no less than Ten Thousand Dol l ars ($10, 000.00).
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109 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect and be in force from

110 and after July 1, 2000.

H B. No. 494
00\ HRO7\ R565
PAGE 5



